
Animal Care & Use Program (ACUP) 
Quarterly Informational Meeting

May 22, 2025
1:30pm CST via Teams



Administrative 
Updates



• Unlimited automated 
genotyping 

• Mouse colony 
management software – 
Colony/AMI



MyColony Sample Submission 2022-2025
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Labs Using MyColony Services
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75 Labs Active in 
Colony/AMI  
Software
In Last 3 Months

Total Number of Vanderbilt Mouse Labs: ~170-180



Transnetyx/MyColony 

To learn more visit the ACUP Website under ACUP IT Applications
 or visit Vanderbilt MyColony

Reminder – Colony/AMI is currently provided by ACUP

Contact Megan Grotts for all your 
Transnetyx needs
Phone: 414-331-9476
Email: mgrotts@transnetyx.com

Updates
• Next MyColony User Group meeting Friday June 6th

• Newsletter launching in July with updates and 
helpful information

• Transnetyx representatives will be back on campus 
late summer (August /September)

https://info.transnetyx.com/vanderbilt.mycolony?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=247475386&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--JqVZ4sWmxq39rXFDetaa12E42qyDIDv8P3LenIqKQ2sgvs9xeHnmnhiajy3AAzTiwKCXyXQLBlDUA9zwiIiEk81RMPCdVZGHZq6jCt7lIPEys7Sk&utm_content=247475386&utm_source=hs_email


Coming Soon: Single Sign-On Changes for 
ARIES, TOPAZ, AALAS Learning Library 

and ACUP Website
All VUMC workforce members will need to sign-in 

using their VUMC email address instead of their 
VUMC ID as their username.

The change is related to the VUMC IT ExpeditionTech multi-year program 
to further create secure and modern technology environments at VUMC.

All Vanderbilt University workforce members will need 
to register for a guest account that exists in VUMC to 

continue accesses the applications and website. 

https://www.vumc.org/it/sites/default/files/ET%20-%20CM%20-%20PPT%20-%20Program%20One%20Page%20Overview%202022.pdf


Coming Soon: 
FY26 per diem Rates

• FY26 per diem rates are being 
finalized with Senior Leadership 
and will be released soon.  New 
rates will be in effect starting 
July 1, 2025. 

• The annual per diem rates 
memo and FAQs will be emailed 
in the next few weeks. 



Program Description – tentatively due: Nov. 24, 2025   
Triennial Site Visit – Early 2026 (January/February/March)

Preparations coming: 
 Lab visits and information from OAWA 

Countdown



IACUC/OAWA 
Updates



Semi Annual Inspection Schedule
Monday

July 7
Tuesday

July 8
Wednesday

July 9
Thursday

July 10
Friday
July 11

No Inspections

Labs
PRB, RRB, TVC,  VUIIS, 
Large/Small Imaging, 

MCN, MRB III

PI-Managed Satellites: 
Knapik

Facilities & Labs
VA, ESB, MMPC, 
LH, MRB IV, FEL

PI-Managed Satellites: 
Dewar, Chen, 

Creanza, Skaar, 
Taboada, Patton

Make-up Inspections
(if needed) No Inspections

Monday
July 14

Tuesday
July 15

Wednesday
July 16

Thursday
July 17

Friday
July 18

No Inspections
DAC Facilities

PRB, MCN II 8th Floor,
Wilson Hall, IAF,

DAC Transport

DAC Facilities
MCN II 7th Floor,
MCN I, TPSR, SR 

Light, Barrier, Neuro

Make-up Inspections
(if needed) No Inspections



Semi Annual Inspection Results: 
Top Issues of Non-Compliance

          Expired Items   Labeling and Identification















Common Mistakes and Tips
• Do not add expired grants
• Do not add grants the protocol PI is not associated with (as either PI or 

Key Personnel)
• Do not add training or fellowship grants that do not cover animal 

expenses (ordering, per diems)
• The “Departmental” entry can be used for other cost centers (start-up 

funds, residuals, for-service protocols)



Update on Annual Anesthesia Machine 
Verification 
• VUMC has ended its relationship with Absolute 

Anesthesia

• OAWA & DAC are finalizing a contract with Vetamac 
and will be scheduling inspections for DAC machines 
(summer) and labs (late summer/early fall)

• As a reminder:  It is still the lab's responsibility to 
maintain functional isoflurane vaporizers
o If you are having issues, please contact OAWA or 

the manufacturer



Division of Animal 
Care Updates



VU Construction 
Updates ?

Stevenson Center 6
• Demolition of current building
• Construction of new building
• Tentative start 2025

Central Neighborhood

• Comprise two projects
• Upgrade of the current 

utilities in the area
• Construction of four new 

residential colleges

• Start May 2025



Current Overcrowd 
Process - Mice

On the third business day 
after notification, cages are 

separated by vet techs
Lab charged $25 per new 

cage



New Escalation Process– Beginning June 9, 2025
Addressing Overdue Overcrowded Cages

“Incident” = one day with 
cage separations by DAC

• Vet e-mails PI, including guidance document to 
prevent future O/Cs – response required2 incidents/year*

• Meeting required between Vet and PI
• Required online retraining4 incidents/year*

• Referral to IACUC
• Additional incidents also reported 6 incidents/year*

* Within a 365-day rolling period



Benefits of 
avoiding 
overdue 

overcrowded 
cages

Best for animal welfare to 
separate promptly

Helps to stabilize workload 
for veterinary technicians

Saves valuable research 
dollars from being wasted on 
separation charges





REMINDER

Contact DAC Veterinarians if 
you experience any 
unanticipated adverse 
consequences resulting in 
animal welfare concerns or 
death.

 **This is especially important 
when working with USDA 
species.

Kate Shuster
Katherine.shuster@vumc.org

Michael McKinney
Michael.mckinney@vumc.org

Courtney Hunter
Courtney.hunter@vumc.org

Nick Tataryn
Nick.tataryn@vumc.org

Erin Yu
Erin.n.yu@vumc.org



The next ACUP Quarterly 
Informational Meeting 

August 28, 2025
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