
Virus Symmetry Helpful Information & Links 

 

Words/phrases to know:  

 Virus- a non-living microbe composed of genetic material surrounded by a protein coat 

 Icosahedron- a 20-sided polyhedron (3D shape) 

 Caspar-Klug Theory- how scientists classify icosahedral viruses based on their shape 

 

 

Protein Databank Website: rscb.org 

 

Quasisymmetry in icosahedral viruses: http://pdb101.rcsb.org/learn/paper-models/quasisymmetry-in-icosahedral-viruses 

 Links to individual virus models:  

 T=1: https://cdn.rcsb.org/pdb101/learn/resources/quasisymmetry/T=1.pdf 

 T=3: https://cdn.rcsb.org/pdb101/learn/resources/quasisymmetry/T=3.pdf 

 T=7: https://cdn.rcsb.org/pdb101/learn/resources/quasisymmetry/T=7.pdf 

 

Caspar-Klug Theory: 

https://viralzone.expasy.org/8577#:~:text=The%20Caspar%2DKlug%20Theory%20(CK,center%20of%20each%20triangular%20

face. 
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