
  
 

  
  

 

March 9, 2026 

LEADERSHIP 
&PERSONEL 

Alex Hawkins has been appointed Associate Editor for Colorectal Surgery for Annals of Surgery. 
Additionally, he will serve as the Program Chair for the 2026 Tennessee Chapter of the American 
College of Surgeons (TN ACS) meeting. 

Maryam Sherwani and James C. O’Donnell recently joined the Colorectal Research Center as 
Colorectal Surgery Research Fellows over the winter. Both are already making significant 
contributions to high-impact projects, driving innovation and progress in colorectal surgery 
research. 

FELLOWSHIP 

In August, we welcomed Raha Al Marzooqi as our 2025–26 Colorectal Fellow. She is already 
making strides in her research and will be presenting her work on pathologic complete response 
rates between early- and late-onset rectal cancer at ASCRS 2026.  

We are also excited to announce that we successfully matched Ama Winland from Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center as our 2026–27 Colorectal Fellow. She is already working on 
looking the role of colorectal surgeons in opportunistic salpingectomy.  

GRANTS 

Alex Hawkins’ R01 grant on comparing placebo versus antibiotics for acute uncomplicated 
diverticulitis has been funded by the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney 
Diseases (NIDDK). This groundbreaking multicenter randomized controlled trial is the first North 
American study to directly compare these two treatment modalities for patients with acute 
uncomplicated diverticulitis, marking a significant milestone in advancing evidence-based care for 
this condition. 

AWARDS 

Maryam Sherwani earned 1st place at the Southeastern Surgical Congress Shark Tank 
competition for her innovative study titled, “Evaluation of Collagen Content in Excised Colorectal 
Tissue as a Predictor of Anastomotic Leak.” Her research holds promising implications for 
improving surgical outcomes and understanding factors that contribute to anastomotic 
complications in colorectal surgery. 

PAPERS  The group had 22 papers published in the second half of 2025.  They follow on the next page. 

PRESENTATIONS 

Timothy Geiger delivered grand rounds at the University of Missouri on December 25, 2025, 
followed by another presentation at Lahey Clinic on January 26, 2026.  Alex Hawkins gave grand 
rounds at UT-Knoxville on January 22, 20226 and Columbia University on February 19, 2026. 
Aimal Khan shared his robotics expertise during grand rounds at Thomas Jefferson University. 
Sam Younan served as the keynote speaker at the 2026 Health Communication Research Forum, 
while Noah Wills-Johnston presented his study, “Surgical Perspectives on a Staged Surgical 
Approach for Complicated Diverticulitis: A Mixed-Methods Survey Study,” at the Inaugural Frist 
College of Medicine Research Day. 

DEADLINES The deadline for grant submission for the ASCRS Foundation is March 15, 2026. Expect abstract 
deadline for TN-ACS in May 2026 followed by Academic Surgical Congress in August 2026. 

BOOKS Dave Beck is serving as the editor for the 4th edition of Fundamentals of Anorectal Surgery.  

WEBPAGE  Visit our website! vumc.org/vcrg 

CONTACT Aimal Khan at aimal.khan@vumc.org or +1.352.215.2153. 

https://www.vumc.org/vcrg/homepage
mailto:aimal.khan@vumc.org
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Injury After Robotic Versus Laparoscopic Rectal Surgery. Annals of Surgery Open. 2026 Mar;7(1):e642.  
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print. PMID: 41673032. 

3. Goel CR, Gozza CM, Gamboa AC, Warren EK, Regenbogen SE, Hendren S, Holder-Murray J, Kalady M, Ejaz A, 
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Epub ahead of print. PMID: 41529306. 
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Compr Canc Netw. 2025 Dec 15;24(1):e257084. PMID: 41671447. 
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PMC12817323. 

20. Younan SA, Ueland TE, Savitz BL, Jerome RN, Budine TD, Hawkins AT, Thayer WP, Wu DT, Lynch SE, Clark CR. 
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Surg. 2024 Oct 4;38(4):283-289. PMID: 40501525; PMCID: PMC12151586. 


