
 

  

  
 

  

  

 

Colorectal Research Newsletter - January 2023 

FELLOWSHIP 

In August, Salvatore Parascandola, MD from the Uniformed Services University/Walter Reed Hospital 
joined us as our 2022-23 Colorectal Fellow.  Please say hi when you see him. 

In October, we received the wonderful news that we matched Erin Wolf-Horrell, MD from Vanderbilt as 
our 2023-24 Colorectal Fellow.   

WEBSITE Thanks to the hard work of Andrea Fa, MD, we now have an outstanding website!  Come visit us at  
https://www.vumc.org/vcrg/  

AWARDS 

Megan Shroder MD’s work with Dr. Ford has received multiple accolades including 2nd place at the 
2022 Meeting of the Tennessee ACS, a Finalist at the 2022 Vanderbilt GME Research Forum and 1st 
Place at the Vanderbilt Translational Research Forum Poster Competition.  That comes with a travel 
stipend to present the project at Translational Science 2023 (April 18th-20th) in DC! 

GRANTS 
Dr. Shroder was awarded an ASCRS General Surgery Resident Research Initiation Grant for her project 
entitled, “Patient Reported Outcome Measures in Diverticulitis”.  

CURRENT 
RESEARCH 

 

Dr. Khan, Ms. Georgina Sellyn, & Hilary Samaras RN, BSN are partnering with the radiology 
department on a project examining the use of 3-D printed models to better educate patients prior to 
surgery. They will present this work at the 2023 meeting of the ASCRS.  

Drs. Hopkins and Fa are working on a project looking at outliers from our ERAS program.   

Dr. Khan continues his work examining various ways machine learning can aid surgeons in the operating 
room 

Drs. Khan and Hawkins is partnering with the GI Windows team on a study using magnets to form small 
bowel anastomoses. They have enrolled four patients so far with technical success. 

PAPERS 
PUBLISHED 

The section had 12 papers published or accepted in the second half of 2022.  They follow on the next 
page. 

PRESENTATIONS 

The section had five separate abstracts accepted at the 2023 American Society of Colon & Rectal 
Surgeons meeting.  Abstracts were submitted by Drs. Fa, Khan, Parascandola, and Shroder, Ms. Sellyn 
and Mr.Ueland.  

Dr. Hawkins and Mr. Ueland presented “Relationship between Telemedicine and Shared Decision-
Making in General Surgery” on at 134th Annual Meeting of the Southern Surgical Association.  

Dr. Shroder and Mr. Bethurum both presented the 2022 meeting of the Tennessee ACS.  

NEW ROLE Dr. Hawkins was named Vice Chair for Clinical Research for the Section of Surgical Sciences 

DEADLINES Abstracts for the 2023 ACS Clinical Congress are due by March 1 at 11:59 pm CT. 

SUPPORT OUR 
WORK https://www.vumc.org/vcrg/support 
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