
 

VCLIC News and Happenings, Volume 31 
Happy Holidays, and welcome to the final VCLIC Newsletter of 2022—it's hard to believe it will be 2023 

in a few short weeks! 

To start, we are excited to announce that our spring semester seminar series is kicking off next month 

with Julia Alder-Milstein, PhD, of UCSF! Dr. Adler-Milstein will present on Turning Digital Fumes into a 

Breath of Fresh Air, and we will share more details about her talk soon. 

Additionally, we were not surprised that so many VCLIC members were recognized during the DBMI 

Employee Celebration and Holiday Party. Notably, we would like to congratulate Allison McCoy, PhD as 

the winner of the Chair’s 2022 DBMI Above & Beyond Award for Faculty, Yaa Kumah-Crystal, MD, MS, 

MPH, as the TODE Award Winner, and Laurie Novak, PhD, as the Outstanding Educator Award Winner.  

Our featured member this month is Jennifer Andrews, MD, MSc , who serves as Medical Director at the 

VUMC Blood Bank and Division Chief at the VUMC Transfusion Medicine, and we are excited to share 

some of her work with you all.  

Finally and per usual, we have several Center members who have received awards, been mentioned in 

the news, presented lectures and at conferences, published papers, have had abstracts accepted to 

conferences, and had honors or fellowships bestowed on them. 

See you next year! 

If you have any questions or would like to engage with our team, please email Elise 
(elise.russo@vumc.org).  
 

VCLIC Events 
Our next seminar will be January 25th, 2023 at 12:00 pm CT. VCLIC is excited to host Julia Adler-Milstein, 

PhD, Professor of Medicine and Director of the Center for Clinical Informatics and Improvement 

Research at UCSF, on January 25th, 2023 from 12:00-1:00 pm CT. Dr. Adler-Milstein will present on 

Turning Digital Fumes into a Breath of Fresh Air: While EHR data is heavily used for clinical research, 

there is also significant potential for behavioral and social science research. In my talk, I will describe 

EHR event logs as a novel source of data that captures individual clinician and clinical team behaviors 

and give examples of how such data can be applied to address policy- and practice-based questions 

related to EHR user interface design, clinician burnout, and clinical process outcomes. 
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DBMI Annual Employee Celebration Award Winners 

 

 

During the DBMI Annual Employee Celebration and Holiday Party on December 6th, 2022, Allison 

McCoy, PhD, was awarded the Above and Beyond Award for Faculty by the Department Chair, Peter 

Embi, MD, MS. Allison received this award for her productivity and service to VUMC and the 

department, especially in consideration of her work as the Scientific Director of the Clinical Informatics 

Core. In the Core’s first year of operation (August 2021-August 2022), the Core received 101 total 

requests from 87 individual researchers (15 were repeat customers). In that time, 42 of the requests 



were completed, with about 20 projects in progress, 13 waiting funding (grants), and the remainder 

either awaiting decisions by the requestor or determined out of scope. The Core continues to acquire 

new and additional business and is improving its cost recovery each month—several customers have 

submitted feedback stating that Allison and her team are doing a phenomenal job and validating the 

importance of having such a service at VUMC. Through her work with the Core, Allison has facilitated 

and built several Epic-based interventions, including clinical decision support and predictive models, 

which have led to several publications and improved care and outcomes at VUMC. 

In addition to Allison’s award, two other VCLIC members received departmental awards at the 

celebration:  

Laurie Novak, PhD, received the DBMI Outstanding Educator Award for her fantastic teaching and 

course instruction. 

Yaa Kumah-Crystal, MD, MS, MPH, received the DBMI TODE Award for her outstanding work as Clinical 

Director, especially her projects on voice recognition and EHRs. 

Reminder: Epic Physician Builder training is virtual through April 2023 
At Epic’s User Group Meeting it was announced that the Physician Builder training will remain virtual 

through April 2023. You can see the requirements for the training via Epic’s UserWeb, here. Information 

about joining the Physician Builder Program at VUMC can be found on our Confluence site. 

 

Member Spotlight: Jennifer Andrews, MD, MSc 

 

Dr. Andrews joined the faculty at Vanderbilt in 2018 where she serves as the Medical Director of the 

Blood Bank. She started her career at Stanford University as a faculty member in both Pathology 

(Transfusion Medicine) and Pediatrics (Hematology/Oncology), and successfully built a Pediatric 

Transfusion Medicine Program at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital Stanford. She has served as the PI 

for multiple clinical trials, including a multi-site trial for fibrinogen concentrate use in neonatal 

https://training.epic.com/CourseCatalog#/?LocationID=1&VersionID=1240&ViewID=train-tracks&TrackID=XLOID-50522-XLOCSN-358568-XVE-1240-EXACT-0-CERTCSN-358570&ApplicationID=2
https://confluence.app.vumc.org/display/VCLIC/Joining+the+physician+builder+program


cardiopulmonary bypass surgeries. She continues to see pediatric hematology patients and has received 

many awards for her teaching, including Best Lecture at Stanford University in 2014 and the Junior 

Faculty Teaching Award for the Clinical Pathology faculty at Stanford in 2018.  Her research interests 

include utilizing technology for best practices for ordering blood and laboratory tests in children, patient 

blood management & blood utilization (especially for children), and multi-site clinical trials work for 

safer blood products and laboratory testing for children.    

Currently, Dr. Andrews serves as Medical Director at the VUMC Blood Bank and Division Chief at the 

VUMC Transfusion Medicine, and as an Associate Professor in the Department of Pathology, 

Microbiology, and Immunology and Department of Pediatrics. We are excited to feature her and to have 

her as a part of VCLIC! In her own words: 

What are you working on? 

We have an awesome team (including a few other members of VCLIC, Randy Winstead and Jon 

Wanderer) working on a prototype that is almost ready to go-live for all of VUMC that we affectionately 

call the “Pizza Tracker,” but for blood.  It’s a common sense tool that we all use in our daily lives outside 

the hospital, like when we order food, we can see that our order was received, or it’s being made or it’s 

out for delivery.  Well, providers want to know where the blood is that their patient needs, and they 

want to know in real-time.  The staff in the blood bank receives a lot of calls asking this very question, 

which slows down their work in preparing blood products.  So we’ve customized EPIC and taken into 

account our work flows in the blood bank to build this awesome informational tool.   

How have you been involved in VCLIC? 

I stumbled upon VCLIC doing my regular, everyday work caring for my hematology patients and helping 

providers with blood bank issues and questions here at VUMC.  There is a lot of informatics built into my 

job directing the blood bank, and the VCLIC leadership was insightful and encouraged me to become 

board-certified in Clinical Informatics during a lull in the pandemic.  I absolutely love that VCLIC 

members are ready to partner with anyone in the hospital that needs help, and they’ve helped us build 

some very cool, customized tools in EPIC.  I was so honored to go present some of our work this year at 

AMIA, including our transfusion dashboard, a “one-click” page with all a provider needs to know about 

their patient when considering a transfusion.  It was really fun to see all the great work from VCLIC 

represented there. 

What areas are you interested in, and what would you like to collaborate with others on? 

I’m most interested in making blood product ordering safer and easier, with real-time education about 

optimal transfusion practices since most providers aren’t taught a lot about transfusion medicine.  We 

have an amazing team and are open to new, “dream big” ideas, so please feel free to email me if you 

have one – I think our team can build anything (with the help of VCLIC, of course)! 

 



New VCLIC Staff Member: Nikkie Dutta, B.A. & B.S Candidate 

                                                          

Nikkie Dutta is a new DBMI employee and serves as the Clinical Informatics Marketing and 

Communications Assistant for VCLIC. She is an undergraduate student in her 3rd year at Vanderbilt 

University, double majoring in Cognitive Studies and Medicine, Health, & Society, with minors in Data 

Science and Scientific Computing. During her time at Vanderbilt, Nikkie has been involved in research as 

a research assistant in The Stress & Early Adversity (SEA) Lab and The Qualitative Research Core. Nikkie's 

primary interests lie in Healthcare Policy and Informatics, and currently, she is a research intern at the 

VUMC Department of Health Policy. 

Upcoming Conference Submission Deadlines 
• Pediatric Academic Societies (PAS) Annual Meeting 

o Abstract deadline: January 4, 2023 

• American Society of Clinical Oncology (ASCO) Annual Meeting 

o Abstract Deadline: February 14, 2024 

Details on upcoming conferences and conference deadlines can be found on our Confluence page, here.  

 

Presentations, Interviews, Honors, and Awards  

Honors/Awards  

• Martin Were, MD, MS was promoted to the rank of Professor of Biomedical Informatics. 

Congratulations, Martin! 

• Bryan Steitz, PhD has received a research award from the Google Health Equity Research 

Initiative. He received a total of $20,000 in research funding to use for his project “Reducing 

Literacy-Related Health Inequities by Developing Patient Language Models to Improve 

https://www.pas-meeting.org/2023-homepage/
https://meetings.asco.org/am/virtual-welcome
https://confluence.app.vumc.org/display/VCLIC/Informatics+Conferences


Comprehension of Medical Text” and also received an additional credit for the Google Cloud 

Platform for $49,285. 

• Dario Giuse, Dr. Ing, MS, along with collaborators from VUMC, the US and across the globe, 

published a paper in PLOS ONE titled “Systematic Review of International Studies Evaluating 

MDRD and CKD-EPI Estimated Glomerular Filtration Rate (eGFR) Equations in Black Adults”. The 

piece was featured in the VUMC Reporter. 

• Scott Nelson, PharmD, MS, discussed his journey into the pharmacy and clinical informatics 

fields on the “Pharmacy, IT, & Me Podcast.” 

• Mhd Wael Alrifai, MD, MS has accepted the position as the new MS-ACI Capstone Course 

Director for Spring 2023. Dr. Alrifai is an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics in the Division of 

Neonatology, and an Assistant Professor of Biomedical Informatics at the Vanderbilt University 

Medical Center. He completed Neonatology Fellowship here at VUMC, as well as a MS in the 

MS-ACI program. Welcome to the team Dr. Alrifai! 

• Sara Horst, MD, MPH, Director of Ambulatory Telehealth, shared her perspective on VUMC’s 

recent transition from Zoom to Epic Telehealth in the VUMC reporter   

Conference and other Presentations 

• Aramvareekul V, Nelson SD, Siska M, Cox G. Validated Artificial Intelligence: The Future of 

Pharmacy and its Applications. Podium presentation at the 2022 American Society of Health-

System Pharmacists (ASHP) Midyear Clinical Meeting and Exhibition. Las Vegas, NV. Dec 2022 

• Nelson SD, Kabisatpathy S, Clauson K. Digital Health 101: Interventions for Maximum Pharmacist 

Impact. Podium presentation at the 2022 American Society of Health-System Pharmacists 

(ASHP) Midyear Clinical Meeting and Exhibition. Las Vegas, NV. Dec 2022 

• Gilmer LE, Nelson SD, Wybo JM. Models for Using Technology and Supportive Services to 

Remove Access Barriers for Patients. Podium presentation at the 2022 American Society of 

Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) Midyear Clinical Meeting and Exhibition. Las Vegas, NV. Dec 

2022 

• Nelson SD. Introduction to Artificial Intelligence. Invited presentation at the 67 Congreso 

Nacional de la Sociedad Española de Farmacia Hospitalaria (SEFH) [67th National Congress of 

Spanish Society of Hospital Pharmacists]. Barcelona, Spain. Nov 2022 

• Spann A, Bishop KM, Ozdas Weitkamp A, Stenner SP, Nelson SD, Izzy M. A novel EHR-based 

approach can automate risk stratification and care gap detection in primary care for patients 

with nonalcoholic fatty liver disease. Podium presentation at The Liver Meeting. Nov 2022 

• Nelson SD, Wong A, Dorsch MP, Cohen LJ. The Role of Artificial Intelligence and Wearable Tech 

in the Profession of Pharmacy. Podium presentation at the 2022 ACCP Global Conference on 

Clinical Pharmacy. San Francisco, CA. Oct 2022 

• Siru Liu presented her poster on “Delirium Prediction using Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) in 

the Electronic Health Record” at the 2022 Neural Information Processing Systems conference 

recently. 

• Travis Osterman discussed “Leveraging Structured Genomic Data” at the Perspectives in 

Precision Oncology from Prevention to Treatment event, hosted by the Vanderbilt-Ingram 

Cancer Center and the AJMC. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.plos.org%2Fplosone%2Farticle%3Fid%3D10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0276252&data=05%7C01%7Claura.a.zahn%40vumc.org%7C33839b2b6fcf4d3dfe0308dac9c4d611%7Cef57503014244ed8b83c12c533d879ab%7C0%7C0%7C638044144585767793%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pqJbJ4Kh4kXVxvukiLSCabplPtJW23O%2BfWSqkS4Bd8I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjournals.plos.org%2Fplosone%2Farticle%3Fid%3D10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0276252&data=05%7C01%7Claura.a.zahn%40vumc.org%7C33839b2b6fcf4d3dfe0308dac9c4d611%7Cef57503014244ed8b83c12c533d879ab%7C0%7C0%7C638044144585767793%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pqJbJ4Kh4kXVxvukiLSCabplPtJW23O%2BfWSqkS4Bd8I%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pharmacyitme.com%2F2022%2F10%2F17%2F299-applying-clinical-informatics-feat-dr-scott-nelson%2F&data=05%7C01%7Claura.a.zahn%40vumc.org%7C33839b2b6fcf4d3dfe0308dac9c4d611%7Cef57503014244ed8b83c12c533d879ab%7C0%7C0%7C638044144585767793%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z1waH7vofK6oxwp%2FoUeQKELQH%2BTd8rPl9bX8%2BMuz2l4%3D&reserved=0
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• Rachel A. Hilton, Laurie Novak, Alan Storrow, Sunil Kripalani, Dandan Liu, Casey Distaso, Anna 

Sachs, and Deonni P. Stolldorf have an abstract accepted for the 2022 Academy Health 

Dissemination and Implementation Conference. “Preliminary stakeholder perspectives and QI 

implications of the implementation of clinical decision support for acute heart failure in 

emergency departments: A qualitative inquiry.” 
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Reminder to Send Updates for Recognition  

If you (or another VCLIC Member) publishes a paper; has an abstract accepted at a conference; are 
interviewed for or written up in a news article; receive any awards, accolades, or honors; or 
completed/are currently undertaking any projects you would like to highlight, please email me with or 
forward this information:    

• Names of VCLIC members/VUMC staff who participated in or worked on the project, 
paper, or abstract (or who received the award/honor)  
• The title of the Project, Paper, Abstract, Article, or Award   
• The journal, conference, or news publication (this can be podcasts, radio, or more 
“traditional,” news mediums) 

Nothing is too big or too small to celebrate, and this information will be featured on the News section of 
our website as well. As time goes on, I am hoping to also improve our Twitter presence, so feel free to 
add, tag, or tweet us at @VUMC_VCLIC too!   

  

Thank you, and see you soon!  

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36428183/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36394468/
https://www.vumc.org/vclic/vclic-news-and-happenings
https://www.vumc.org/vclic/vclic-news-and-happenings
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FVUMC_VCLIC&data=02%7C01%7Celise.russo%40vumc.org%7Cae1f55ecfa4b48226db008d7fcead8a0%7Cef57503014244ed8b83c12c533d879ab%7C0%7C0%7C637255957894267243&sdata=fuxiOM8VcKtfqKSsRiOR66iqvAaFn%2F9pKe3Wr%2B44%2F0s%3D&reserved=0
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