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CURRICULUM VITAE  
 
Name:  Melinda C. Aldrich, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
 
Office Address:  2215 Garland Avenue 
 519A Light Hall 
 Nashville, TN 37232 

 Phone: 615-875-2627 
  
 
Education: 
 
Undergraduate: 
1988-1992 University of California, Santa Cruz 
 Santa Cruz, California 
 B.A., Honors Senior Thesis, Biology 
 
Graduate: 
2001-2003 University of California, Berkeley 
 Berkeley, California 
 M.P.H., Epidemiology and Biostatistics 
 Mentor: Patricia A. Buffler, Ph.D., M.P.H. 

Thesis title: Cytogenetics of Hispanic and White Children with 
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia in California 

 
2003-2007 University of California, Berkeley 
 Berkeley, California 
 Ph.D., Epidemiology 
 Mentor: Patricia A. Buffler, Ph.D., M.P.H. 

Dissertation title: Genetic Admixture in a Lung Cancer Study of 
African Americans and Latinos 

 
Post Graduate Training: 
2007-2010 University of California, San Francisco 
 San Francisco, California 
 Post-doctoral fellow, Genetic Epidemiology 
 Mentor: Esteban G. Burchard, M.D., M.P.H. 
 
Academic Appointments: 
 
Assistant Professor Department of Thoracic Surgery  
 Department of Medicine (Division of Epidemiology) 
 Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 October 2010-September 2019 
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Assistant Professor Department of Biomedical Informatics 
 Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 July 2018-October 2019  
 
Associate Professor (tenure) Department of Medicine (Division of Genetic Medicine)  
 Departments of Thoracic Surgery and Biomedical Informatics 
 Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 October 2019-present 
 
Member Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center 
 Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 2011-present  
 
Member  Vanderbilt Center for Human Genetics Research   
 Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 2011-2012  
 
Investigator Vanderbilt Center for Human Genetics Research   
 Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 2012-2015  
 
Investigator  Vanderbilt Genetics Institute  
 Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 2015-present 
 

Employment: 
 
Research Assistant  Immunology Research  
 Genentech, Inc. 
 South San Francisco, California 
 1994-1998 
 
Research Associate Immunology Research  
 Genentech, Inc. 
 South San Francisco, California 
 1999-2001    
              
Professional Organizations: 

Professional Society Memberships 
 
2006-present American College of Epidemiology 
 Associate Director, 2006-2007 
 Member, Membership Committee (2006-2014) 
 Member, Policy Committee (2008-2019) 
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 Secretary, Membership Committee, 2008-2009 
 Vice Chair, Membership Committee, 2009 
 Chair, Membership Committee, 2009-2011 
 Board of Directors, 2016-present 
 Fellow, 2019-present 
  
2007-present American Association for Cancer Research 
 
2009-present American Society of Human Genetics 
 
2014-present American Society for Preventive Oncology 
 
2015-present American Thoracic Society 
 
2015-present International Network for Epidemiology in Policy, 
 Board of Directors 
 
2018-present  International Association for the Study of Lung Cancer 
 
 
Professional Activities: 
 
Intramural: 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
1. Organizer, Center for Human Genetics Research Genetics Symposium (2012) 
2. Reviewer, BioVU Review Committee (2012-present) 
3. Reviewer, American Cancer Society – Institutional Research Grant (2013-2015) 
4. Co-founder, Population Genetics and Health Disparities Journal Club (2013-2015) 
5. Faculty Search Committee, Vanderbilt Genetics Institute (2016) 
6. Reviewer, Cancer Early Detection and Prevention Initiative – Institutional Pilot Project 

Grants (2016-2017) 
7. Reviewer, Southern Community Cohort Study Publications Committee (2016-2018, 

2020-2021) 
8. Founder, Admixture Working Group (2018-2019) 
9. Vanderbilt Institute for Clinical and Translational Research Scientific Review Committee 

(VICTR SRC) (2019-present) 
10. Vanderbilt Department of Medicine, Diversity Equity and Inclusion Liaison Committee 

(2020 – present) 
11. Racial Equity Task Force, Co-lead of Racial Bias and Racism in Research Workgroup 

(2020) 
12. Health Equity Seminar Series Co-Organizer (2020-2021) 

 
Extramural: 
Symposia and Workshops Organized or Moderated 
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1. Organizer and Moderator, Symposium for the North American Congress of 
Epidemiology, Symposium Title: Assessing Ethnicity in Populations: Appropriate 
Measurement and its Implications (2006) 

2. Organizer and Speaker, American Association for Clinical Chemistry Annual Meeting, 
Symposium Title: Laboratory Medicine’s Role in Reducing Health Disparities (2015) 

3. Platform Moderator, American Society of Human Genetics Annual Meeting (2015)  
4. Co-Chair, American Thoracic Society Workshop (competitive application), Workshop 

title: Addressing Disparities in Lung Cancer Screening Eligibility and Health Care 
Access (2019)  

5. Co-Chair, Lung Cancer Screening – Insights on Risk Assessment, Comorbidities, and 
Access. Mini-Symposium, American Thoracic Society Annual Meeting (2020, 
Conference cancelled and rescheduled to smaller virtual format) 

 
Membership on Grant Review Study Section 

1. NIH Cancer Biomarker Study Section (2015) 
2. NIH Center for Scientific Review Anonymization Study (2018) 
3. NIH/NIMHD Special Emphasis Panel/Scientific Review Group [2020/05 ZMD1 MLS 

(M1) R] Specialized Centers of Excellence on Environmental Health Disparities 
Research (2020) 

4. NIH/NCI Center for Scientific Review Special Emphasis Panel [ZRG1 OTC-2 Z(02)] 
(2021) 
 

Committee Service  
1. Reviewer, Health ABC Study genetics proposals (2010-2013) 
2. Annual Meeting Program Committee, American College of Epidemiology (ACE) (2012) 
3. Innovation Task Force, American College of Epidemiology (ACE) (2012) 
4. Reviewer, National Lung Screening Trial-American College of Radiology Imaging 

Network (NLST-ACRIN) proposals (2012-2015) 
5. Reviewer, American Society of Human Genetics (ASHG) Annual Meeting, Cancer 

Genetics Abstracts (2015) 
6. Program Committee, Pacific Symposium on Biocomputing – Precision Medicine (2017-

2018) 
7. Reviewer, American Society Preventive Oncology (ASPO) Annual Meeting abstracts 

(2018) 
8. Program Committee, American Thoracic Society (ATS) (2019-2020) 
9. Member, National Lung Cancer Roundtable (NLCRT) Lung Cancer Screening 

Implementation Strategies Task Force (2020 – present)  
10. Committee Member, American Society of Human Genetics (ASHG) Government & 

Public Policy Advocacy Committee (GPAC) (2021-2023)  
11. Committee Member and Liaison, American Society of Human Genetics (ASHG) 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Task Force (2021-2023) 
 
Editorial Board Service 

1. Ethnicity & Disease, Editorial Board Member (01/01/2021 – 12/31/2023) 
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Ad hoc Peer Reviewer: 
Nature Communications, PLoS Genetics, PLoS ONE, Archives of Medical Research, Leukemia 
Research, Pharmacogenomics, Genes and Immunity, Prostate, Cancer Epidemiology Biomarkers 
& Prevention, Cancer Research, Bioinformatics, BMC Cancer, American Journal of Respiratory 
and Critical Care Medicine, Chest, Ethnicity and Health, Journal of the American College of 
Radiology, American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine, Journal of the 
American Medical Association 
 
Special Awards or Recognition: 
1992 Honors College Senior Thesis 
 
2002  Public Health Alumni Association Scholarship        
 University of California, Berkeley 
 Awarded to outstanding Public Health students 
 
2003-2004  Epidemiology Program Block Grant Fellowship        
 University of California, Berkeley  
 Awarded to outstanding Epidemiology students 
 
2006 Nationally Selected Participant, Society for Epidemiologic Research Workshop 
  
2008 Warren Winkelstein Award 
 In recognition for outstanding contributions to the field of epidemiology during 

graduate studies in the Epidemiology doctoral program at UC Berkeley. Awarded 
to one individual. 

 
2012 Research Scholar Award  
 Awarded to VCTRS scholars with  excellent presentations at Annual Translational 

Science Meeting 
 
2013-2014  Fellow, Keystone Symposia on Molecular and Cellular Biology 
 Nationally selected fellow, Keystone Symposia Fellows Program 
 
2018 Reviewer’s Choice Award 
 Top 10% of Abstracts, American Society of Human Genetics 
 
2019 Selected Workshop (competitive application), American Thoracic Society 
 Title: Addressing Disparities in Lung Cancer Screening Eligibility and Health 

Care Access  
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2019  Star Award, Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center 
 Award given in recognition for high impact cancer research contributions. 
 
2020 Chancellor’s Award for Research on Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion 
 Award given in recognition for excellence on the part of faculty in published 

research, scholarship, or creative expression that advances our understanding of 
equity, diversity, and inclusion.  

 
2021 First Place Winner, Techquity Design Challenge, Vanderbilt Clinical Informatics 

Center (VCLIC) 
 Award given to best team (out of 6 teams) to develop a prototype to address 

problems related to healthcare equity and technology using informatics, 
technical, and socio-behavioral approaches. Winning proposal title: Capture of 
Smoking History in EHR for Assessment of Lung Cancer Screening Eligibility 

 
Teaching Activities: 
 
Medical School Courses 
 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 
2012  Invited Lecturer, Summer Seminar Series, “Summer Research 

Training Program in Heart, Lung, and Vascular Biology”, Lecture 
title: Scientific Advantages of Studies in Racially Diverse 
Populations      

        
Graduate School Courses 
 
University of California, San Francisco 
2009-2010  Invited Lecturer, “Principals of Pharmacogenomics”, School of 
Pharmacy Lecture Title: Personalized Medicine: An Epidemiologic 
 Perspective   
   
Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
2010-2016, 2018-2020 Invited Lecturer, “Epidemiology Theory and Methods”, 

Epidemiology Graduate Program, Department of Medicine, 
Lecture title: Advantages and Challenges of Studies in Racially 
Diverse Populations 

 
2011-2013, 2015 Invited Lecturer, “Analytical Techniques in Genetic 

Epidemiology”,  
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2017-2018 Epidemiology Graduate Program, Department of Medicine; 
Lecture title: Admixture; Lecture title: Admixture Mapping 

 
2011-2013,  Invited Lecturer, “Quantitative Methods and Measurement”,  
2015-2016, 2018-2020  Epidemiology Graduate Program, Department of Medicine, 

Lecture title: Measurement of Race: What is an Epidemiologist to 
do? 

 
2011-2014 Course Director, “Advanced Readings in Epidemiologic Context, 

Thought and History”  
 Epidemiology Graduate Program 

Developed and directed course discussing seminal literature in the 
history of epidemiology for Epidemiology PhD students and 
students from other disciplines with consent of instructor. The 
course provides a social and cultural context for the development 
of the field, challenges to the application of epidemiologic 
findings, consideration of roles and history of public health 
advocacy, and exploration of topics like social justice and research 
ethics through the lens of non-fiction. 

 
2013-2015, 2018 Invited Lecturer, Human Genetics Graduate Program, “Human 

Genetics II”; Lecture title: Measurement of Race: What is a 
Researcher to do?; Lecture title: Admixture in Association Studies 

 
2014 Instructor, “Advanced Methods for Epidemiology: Admixture and 

Admixture Mapping” Course Module 
 Epidemiology Graduate Program 

Developed and directed course discussing influential literature in 
admixture estimation and its application to studies of disease. The 
first half of the module includes readings related to the history and 
development of genetic ancestry estimation and the second half of 
the module details readings related to modern statistical 
approaches and applications.  

 
2014-2015, 2019 Invited Lecturer, Vanderbilt Training Program in Molecular and 

Genetic Epidemiology of Cancer, Lecture title: Admixture and 
Population Stratification; Lecture title: Key Elements of a 
Successful K07         

 
2017 Co-instructor, Human Genetics II  
 Human Genetics Graduate Program   

Co-directed module format course. The course introduces 
population genetics, genetic epidemiology, admixed populations, 
and precision medicine. Course content emphasizes appropriate 
study design and statistical methods for genetic association studies 
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with a strong focus on admixed populations. Course readings 
include historical and current influential publications. 

 
2019 Instructor, “Advanced Methods for Epidemiology: Development 

and Application of Polygenic Risk Scores” Course Module 
 Epidemiology Graduate Program 

Developed and directed course discussing influential literature in 
polygenic risk scores and their application to studies of polygenic 
disease. Statistical approaches and methods are discussed. A 
polygenic risk score (PRS) will be developed and applied to a lung 
cancer risk prediction model.  

 
2020 Instructor, “Racial disparities in lung cancer research: 

Methodological applications in the Southern Community Cohort 
Study” Course Module 

 Epidemiology Graduate Program 
 Developed and directed course to apply epidemiologic concepts to 

uncovering predictors of racial disparities. Data-driven models will 
be developed and a directed acyclic graph will be derived to assess 
potential causation. 

 
2021 Invited Lecturer, Human Genetics II  
 Human Genetics Graduate Program   

Lecture title: Epidemiology (in Genetics) 
      
Research Supervision 
 
Dissertation and Qualifying Exam Committees 
1.  Stephen Deppen, Ph.D. 

Epidemiology, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2010-2013) 
 My role: Member, Dissertation Committee  
 Current position: Associate Professor, Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 
2.  Nicole Restrepo, Ph.D. 
 Human Genetics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2012) 
 My Role: Member, Qualifying Exam Committee  
 Current position: Research Scientist, Geisinger Health 
 
3.  Jennifer Malinowski, Ph.D. 
 Human Genetics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2013-2014) 
 My role: Member, Dissertation Committee  
 Current position: Freelance medical writer 
 
4.  Rebecca Levinson, Ph.D. 
 Human Genetics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2013-2016) 
 My role: Chair, Dissertation Committee 
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 Current position: Research fellow, Heidelberg University  
 
5.  Ayush Giri, Ph.D. 
 Epidemiology, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2014-2015) 
 My role: Member, Dissertation Committee 
 Current position: Assistant Professor, Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 
6.  Tim O’Brien, Ph.D. 
 Human Genetics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2014-2017) 
 My role: Member, Dissertation Committee 
 Current position: Postdoctoral Fellow, UT Houston 
 
7.  Laura Wiley, Ph.D. 
 Human Genetics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2014-2016) 
 My role: Chair, Dissertation Committee 
 Current position: Assistant Professor, UC Denver 
 
8.  Alexandra Fish, Ph.D. 
 Human Genetics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2015-2017)  
 My role: Member, Dissertation Committee 
 Current position: Scientist, Genomics PLC, Oxford 
 
9.  Sarah Fletcher Mercaldo, Ph.D. 
 Biostatistics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2014-2017) 
 My role: Member, Dissertation Committee and Qualifying Exam 
 Current position: National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
 
10.  Christina (Tripp) Saunders, Ph.D. 
 Biostatistics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2016-2018) 
 My role: Member, Dissertation Committee  
 Current position: Berry Consultants, Austin, Texas 
 
11.  Laura Colbran, Ph.D. 
 Human Genetics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2017-present) 
 My role: Member, Dissertation Committee and Qualifying Exam 
 Current position: Postdoctoral scholar, University of Pennsylvania 
 
12.  Ky’Era Actkins 
 Physiology, Meharry Medical College (2017-present) 
 My role: Member, Dissertation Committee and Qualifying Exam 
 Current position: Graduate student, Meharry Medical College 
 
13.  Valerie Welty  
 Biostatistics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2018-present) 
 My role: Member, Dissertation Committee and Qualifying Exam 
 Current position: Graduate student, Vanderbilt University 
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14.  Meredith Duncan, M.A. 
 Epidemiology, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2019-2020) 
 My role: Member, Dissertation Committee 
 Current position: Assistant Professor, University of Kentucky 
 
15.  Sarah Fong 
 Human Genetics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2019-present) 
 My role: Member, Dissertation Committee 
 Current position: Graduate student, Vanderbilt University 
 
16.  Cato Milder 
 Epidemiology, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2020-present) 
 My role: Member, Dissertation Committee 
 Current position: Graduate student, Vanderbilt University 
 
17.  Megan Hollister Murray 
 Biostatistics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2020-present) 
 My role: Member, Dissertation Committee 
 Current position: Graduate student, Vanderbilt University 
 
18.  Graham Hancock 
 Master of Public Health 
 My role: Member, Mentoring Committee 
 Current position: Graduate student, Vanderbilt University 
 
Faculty or Research Advisor 
 
1.  Jamii St. Julien, M.D. 

 Surgical Resident, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2010-2012) 
 My role: Research Advisor 
 Current position: Surgeon, Mayo Clinic 
 
2.  Kara Michels, Ph.D. 
 Epidemiology, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2012-2014) 
 My role: Faculty Advisor 
 Current position: NIH/NCI Postdoctoral Fellow  
 
3.  Ashley Morgan, M.D. 
 Medical Student, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2012-2015) 
 My role: Research Advisor 
 Current position: Pediatric resident, Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
 
4.  Calvin Patimeteeporn, M.P.H.  
 Undergraduate, Vanderbilt University (Summer 2013) 
 My role: Research Advisor for MPH Summer Internship 
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 Current position: Epi and Surveillance Team, Traveler's Health Branch, CDC 
 
5.  Nina Abramson 
 Undergraduate student (Summer 2015) 
 My role: Summer research advisor 
 
6.  Diane Haddad, M.D., M.P.H. 
 Surgical Oncology Resident, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2018-present) 
 My role: Research Advisor 
 Current position: Surgical resident, Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 
7.  Nancy Liu 
 Undergraduate; Medicine, Health, and Society, Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 (2018-2020) 
 My role: Research Advisor 
 
8.  Anika Park 
 Undergraduate; Medicine, Health, and Society, Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 (2020-present) 
 My role: Research Advisor 
 
9.  Sreekar Miriyala 
 Undergraduate; Medicine, Health, and Society, Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 (2020-present) 
 My role: Research Advisor 
 
Primary Research Advisor 
 
1.  Nuri Kodaman, Ph.D. 
 Human Genetics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2012-2015) 
 My role: Co-advisor, Dissertation Committee 
 Current position: Postdoctoral fellow, Case Western Reserve University 
 
2.  Carissa (Iverson) Jones, Ph.D. 
 Human Genetics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2013-2018) 

My role: Primary Academic Advisor, Dissertation Committee Member, Postdoctoral 
Advisor 

 Current position: Sarah Cannon, Personalized Medicine Operations 
 
3.  Marquitta White, Ph.D. 
 Human Genetics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2014) 
 My role: Co-advisor, Dissertation committee  
 Current position: NIH/NHLBI Program Officer 
 
4.  Brittany Hollister, Ph.D. 
 Human Genetics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2015-2017) 
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 My role: Co-advisor, Dissertation Committee 
 Current position: Academic Program Specialist, University of Florida 
 
5.  Victoria Martucci 
 Human Genetics, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (2016-present) 
 My role: Primary Academic Advisor 
 Current position: MSTP Student, Vanderbilt University 
 
6.  Jennifer Richmond, Ph.D. 
 Health Disparities Postdoctoral Scholar 
 My role: Primary Mentor 
 Current position: Postdoctoral Scholar, Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 
Other Significant Activities 
 
2012 Junior Faculty Leadership Development Course (nominated)  

Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 
2018  Culturally Aware Mentoring Workshop (two-day)  
 Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
 

Media Interviews, Press Releases, and Podcasts 
 
ABC Channel 7 TV Interview, Genetic Screening for Disease, San Francisco, July 7, 2010 
 
Vanderbilt Reporter. Study explores race differences of lung cancer risk, August 1, 2013 
http://news.vanderbilt.edu/2013/08/study-explores-race-differences-of-lung-cancer-risk/  
 
International Association for the Study of Lung Cancer, Press Release. Researchers study 
survival in African American versus Caucasian lung cancer patients, October 2013 
 
Public Health Minute Interview. May 2016 
http://wp.lehman.edu/public-health-minute-with-william-latimer/lung-cancer-in-african-
americans-melinda-aldrich-phd-mph-vanderbilt-university-medical-center/  
 
Eureka Alert, August 16, 2018 
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-08/gsu-apr081618.php 
 
COPD News Today, August 21, 2018 
https://copdnewstoday.com/2018/08/21/autoimmune-responses-may-underlie-copd-
development-study/ 
 
JAMA Oncology Podcast, Published June 27, 2019 
https://jamanetwork.com/learning/audio-player/17681934 
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VUMC Reporter. Health Disparity for blacks exists within lung screening guidelines. June 27, 
2019 
http://news.vumc.org/2019/06/27/health-disparity-for-blacks-exists-within-lung-screening-
guidelines/ 
 
Reuters. Lung cancer screening guidelines may miss more African Americans at risk. June 27, 
2019 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-lungcancer-blacks/lung-cancer-screening-guidelines-
may-miss-more-african-americans-at-risk-idUSKCN1TS302 
 
Bloomberg Law. Black smokers miss cancer tests under flawed criteria. June 27, 2019 
https://www.bloomberglaw.com/document/X8DB67DS000000?bna_news_filter=health-law-
and-business&jcsearch=BNA%25200000016b945fd9fda17fd77fa95c0002#jcite 
 
Popular Science. Poor lung cancer screening guidelines miss too many African American 
smokers. June 28, 2019 
https://www.popsci.com/lung-cancer-screening-guidelines/ 
 
VUMC Reporter. Vanderbilt research played key role in new lung screen guidelines. March 18, 
2021  
https://news.vumc.org/2021/03/18/vanderbilt-research-played-key-role-in-new-lung-screen-
guidelines/  
 
Research Program: 
 

1. Title: Genetic Admixture and Pulmonary Function Decline 
Dates: 2009 
Source: NIH/NHLBI (F32) 
Amount: $50,321  
Percent Effort: 90% 
Principal Investigator: Melinda C. Aldrich, Ph.D., M.P.H. 

 
2. Title: Molecular & Genetic Epidemiology of Cancer Fellowship 

Dates: 2009-2010 
Source: NIH/NCI (R25) 
Percent Effort: 90% 
Principal Investigator: John S. Witte, Ph.D. 
 

3. Title: Identifying Pleiotropic Genetic Determinants of Metformin Response and 
Lung Cancer 
Dates: 5/1/2011 – 4/30/2013 
Source: NIH/NCI/Vanderbilt Ingram Cancer Center    
Amount: $71,000 
Percent Effort: (no salary support) 
Principal Investigator: Melinda C. Aldrich, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
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4. Title: Leveraging genetic ancestry to identify genetic variants and gene-

environment interactions influencing lung cancer 
Dates: 7/1/2011 – 6/30/2013 
Source: Vanderbilt Clinical and Translational Research Scholars Award   
Amount: $176,000 
Percent Effort: 90% 
Principal Investigator: Melinda C. Aldrich, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
 

5. Title: Southern Community Cohort Study 
Dates: 9/26/2011 – 6/30/2013 
Source: NIH/NCI 
Amount: $4,081,098 
Percent Effort: 20% 
Role: Co-investigator 
Principal Investigator: William J. Blot, Ph.D. 

 
6. Title: Prognosis of Lung Cancer: Heredity or Environment? 

Dates: 9/30/2012 – 3/14/2015 
Source: Department of Defense (Lung Cancer Research Program Early 
Investigator Synergistic Idea Award) 
Amount: $303,183 
Percent Effort: 25% 
Principal Investigator: Melinda C. Aldrich, Ph.D., M.P.H. 

 
7. Title: Unraveling Genetic Determinants of Lung Cancer Risk in African 

Americans  
Dates: 7/1/2013 – 12/30/2018  
Source: NIH/NCI (K07) 
Amount: $729,136 
Percent Effort: 90% 
Impact score: 10 
Principal Investigator: Melinda C. Aldrich, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
 

8. Title: Identifying genetic markers for lung cancer risk among high-risk COPD 
patients 
Dates: 2/1/2014 – 3/31/2015 
Source: Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center (Thoracic Program Pilot Project) 
Amount: $50,000 
Percent Effort: (no salary support) 
Principal Investigator: Melinda C. Aldrich, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
 

9. Title: Validation of Biomarkers of Risk for the Early Detection of Lung Cancer 
Dates: 05/01/2016 - 03/31/2021 
Source: NIH/NCI (U01) 
Current Year Direct Costs: $480,000 
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Percent Effort: 20% 
Role: Co-Investigator 
Principal Investigator: Pierre P. Massion, M.D. 
 

10. Title: Center of Excellence in Precision Medicine and Population Health 
Dates: 05/19/2016 – 03/31/2021 
Source: NIH/NIMHD (U54) 
Current Year Direct Costs: $1,930,049 
Percent Effort: 10% 
Role: Co-Investigator 
Principal Investigator: Consuelo H. Wilkins, M.D., M.S.C.I. 

 
11. Title: Integrating precision medicine into cancer navigation programs for 

underrepresented populations 
Dates: 9/14/2018 – 9/30/2019 
Source: NIH/NIMHD (awarded through U54) 
Amount: $50,000 
Percent Effort: 15% 
Principal Investigator: Melinda C. Aldrich, Ph.D., M.P.H. 

 
12. Title: Genetics of Immune Related Adverse Events and Response to 

Immunotherapy 
Dates: 04/01/2018 – 03/31/2023 
Source: NIH/NCI (R01) 
Current Year Subcontract Direct Costs: $47,608 
Percent Effort: 15% 
Role: Site PI, Subcontract with VUMC 
Principal Investigator: Elad Ziv, M.D. 

 
13. Title: Data and Research Support Center – Community Engagement Project 

Dates: 07/06/2016 – 12/31/2021 
Source: NIH/OOD 
Amount: $31,163,780 
Percent Effort: 10% 
Role: Co-Investigator 
Principal Investigator: Joshua C. Denny, M.D., M.S. 

 
14. Title: Identifying racial disparities in population attributable risk for lung cancer 

Dates: 04/01/2019 – 02/29/2020         
Source: VICTR-Meharry Vanderbilt Alliance (Promoting Healty Equity Award) 
Total Amount: $49,964 
Percent Effort: 10% 
Principal Investigator: Melinda C. Aldrich, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
 

15. Title: Understanding determinants of racial disparities in lung cancer incidence 
Dates: 05/07/2020 - 04/30/2024 
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Source: NIH/NCI (U01) 
Amount: $2,726,377 
Percent Effort: 25% 
Score: 6th percentile, first submission (A0) 
Principal Investigator: Melinda C. Aldrich, Ph.D., M.P.H. 

 
16. Title: Mental health and chronic disease: A psycheMERGE investigation into the 

shared biology underlying 
Dates: 07/01/2019 - 06/30/2021 
Source: NIH/NIMH (R56) 
Amount year 1: $597,185 
Percent Effort: 10% 
Principal Investigator: Lea Davis, Ph.D. 
Role: Co-Investigator 
Selected for high priority funding by NIH, funded as an R56 for 2 years 

 
17. Title: Understanding determinants of racial disparities in lung cancer stage 

Dates: 10/01/2019 - 09/30/2021 
Source: Lung Cancer Research Foundation 
Amount: $147,780 
Percent Effort: 10% 
Principal Investigator: Melinda C. Aldrich, Ph.D., M.P.H. 

 
18. Title: Engaging community in basic science to reduce lung cancer burden 

Dates: 10/01/2020 - 09/30/2021 
Source: NIH/NCI (P30 Supplement) 
Amount: no salary 
Percent Effort: no effort 
Role: Co-Principal Investigator 
 

19. Title: Studying Trial Determinants of Success (STRIDES): Understanding 
barriers and facilitators to clinical trial accrual among patients with lung cancer 
in the Deep South 
Dates: 01/01/2021 - 12/31/2022 
Source: Genentech, Health Equity Innovations Fund; Bristol Meyers Squibb 
Current Year Subcontract Direct Costs: $100,000 
Percent Effort: 5% 
Role: Site PI, Subcontract with GO2 Foundation 
 

20. Title: Addressing racial disparities in lung cancer screening 
Dates: 04/05/2021 – 03/31/2025 
Source: NIH/NCI  
Source: NIH/NCI (R01) 
Amount: $2,407,951 
Percent Effort: 20% 
Score: 10th percentile 
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Publications and Presentations: 
 
Articles in Refereed Journals 
1. Rudmann DG, Moore MW, Tepper JS, Aldrich MC, Pfeiffer JW, HogenEsch H, and Tumas 

DB. (2000) Modulation of allergic inflammation in mice deficient in TNF receptors. Am  J 
Physiol Lung Cell Mol Physiol. 279(6):L1047-57. PMID:11076794 

2. Reader JR, Tepper JS, Schelegle ES, Aldrich MC, Putney LF, Pfeiffer JW, Hyde DM. 
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