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Biographical Sketch

What has stayed the same:

• All Senior, KP, and OSC require a biosketch

• 5 page limit per person

• Figures, tables & graphics are not allowed

• URL links to video, graphics, sound or data are not allowed

• All URL links must have a *.gov suffix to be allowed



What is required:

• Name:  Provide the name of the investigator

• eRA Commons User Name:  Provide the eRACommons ID 
of the investigator 

• Position Title:  Provide the current institutional title for the 
investigator

• Education/Training:  Provide all degree/post-
doctoral/residency/fellowship training in chronological 
order * No significant changes

New version:

Biographical Sketch: Information Table



What is required:

• Description of why the investigator is suited for the role on 
this project.
• Previous training or experimental work.
• Technical expertise, scientific environment, 

collaborators or past performance.
• Information related to reduced productivity or an 

extended leave of absence.
• Indicate if you have previously published under a 

different name.

• The investigator can include ongoing or completed research 
projects, that are related to this project, from the past three 
years.

• The investigator can provide four publications or research 
products that relate to this project.

New version:

Biographical Sketch: Personal Statement



What is required:

• List in reverse chronological order all positions and 
scientific appointments (foreign and domestic).
• Include affiliations with foreign entities, whether this 

is full-time, part-time, or voluntary.
• For incoming faculty, include the expected position 

and start date.

• List any relevant academic and professional achievements 
and honors.
• Can include scholarships, traineeships, fellowships and 

development awards for post-docs and junior faculty.
• Clinicians should include clinical licensures and 

specialty board certifications.

New version:

Old version:

Biographical Sketch: Positions, Scientific Appointments and Honors



What is required:

• Contributions to science is required for all investigators unless 
they are submitting a diversity supplement as a HS or undergrad 
college student/graduate.  

• Describe up to five of the investigators most significant 
contributions to science. 
• Half page limit, per contribution, including citations
• Each contribution should contain the following:

• Historical background framing the scientific problem
• Central finding of the research
• How these finding have influenced the progress of science
• Role on these research studies

• 4 publications can be listed for each contribution.

• A URL link to the investigators full published works can be 
provided using a *.gov link.
• NCBI is the preferred method

New version:

* No significant changes

Biographical Sketch: Contributions to Science



What is required:

• When is this section required:
• Only required for predoctoral and postdoctoral fellowships.
• Also required for dissertation research grants (R36).
• Required for research supplements to promote diversity for 

undergraduate through postdoctoral levels.

• Predoctoral Applicants 
• List by institution and year all undergraduate and graduate 

courses with grades.
• Explain the grading system the institution uses for passing 

grades.

• Postdoctoral Applicants
• List by institution and year all graduate scientific and/or 

professional courses with grades.
• Explain the grading system the institution uses for passing 

grades.

New version:

Biographical Sketch: Scholastic Performance



What has changed:

• Section A (Personal Statement)
• The investigator can include ongoing or completed research projects, 

that are related to this project, from the past three years.

• Section B (Positions, Scientific Appointments and Honors)
• List in reverse chronological order all positions and scientific 

appointments (foreign and domestic).
• The positions and scientific appointments have been merged.

• Section D (Research Support and/or Scholastic Performance)
• The research support section has been removed.

Biographical Sketch: Summary of Changes



NIH Other Support Changes
Wednesday, September 29, 2021



What should it include:

• Other support includes all resources made available to researchers or senior key 
personnel in support of and/or related to all of their research endeavors, 
regardless of whether or not they have monetary value and regardless of whether 
they are based at the institution the researcher identifies for the current grant. 

• This includes resources and/or financial support from all foreign and 
domestic entities.

• This includes financial support for laboratory personnel and high-value 
materials that are not freely available (biologics, chemicals, model systems, 
technology).

• This includes in-kind contributions (such as office/laboratory space, 
equipment, supplies or employee/students supported by an outside source).

• Does not include training awards, prizes, gifts or start-up support provided by 
the applicant organization.

What is Other Support



What is required:

• Project Number:  Include code or project identifier for the project 
including project PI name.

• Source Identifier:  Identify the agency, institute, foundation, or other 
organizations that is providing the support.

• Title of Project: Provide the title of the active/pending project.

• Major Goals:  Brief statement of the overall objectives of the project, 
sub-project or consortium.

• Dates of Approved/Proposed Project:  Indicate the start and end 
dates for approved competitive segment.

• Annual Direct Costs:  For active projects, provide the current year’s 
direct costs budgeted.  For pending projects, provide the proposed direct 
cost budgeted.

• Percent Effort/Person Months:  Provide the level of actual effort, in 
person months (even if unsalaried), for the current budget period.

• Overlap:  Summarize any potential overlap with active or pending 
projects (can be scientific, budgetary or effort overlap).

Current Other Support



What is required:

• Name of the Individual:  Provide the name of the senior/KP person.

• eRA Commons ID:  Provide the eRA Commons ID of the senior/KP person.

• Title of Project: Provide the title of the active/pending project.

• Major Goals:  Brief statement of the overall objectives of the project, sub-
project or consortium.

• Status of Support: Indicate if the support is currently Active or Pending.

• Project Number:  Include code or project identifier for the project

• Name of PD/PI:  Provide the name of the contact PD/PI of the project.

• Source of Support:  Identify the agency, institute, foundation, or other 
organizations that is providing the support.

• Primary Place of Performance: Include the primary location where the 
project will take place.

New Other Support: Active/Pending



What is required:

• Project/Proposal Start and End Dates:  Provide the dates of the 
approved/proposed competitive segment.  

• Total Award Amount:  For active projects, provide the total award costs 
(direct + indirect costs) for the period of performance.  For a pending project, 
provide the proposed total costs for the period of performance.
• For sub-projects, recipients should provide the project number , PD/PI 

name and source of support for the overall project.  All other information, 
including the total award amount and person months, should be specific to 
the sub-award. 

• Person Months:  Indicate calendar or academic/summer months associated 
with each project.
• For active projects, provide the level of actual effort (even if unsalaried) for 

the current budget period and for each remaining budget period.
• For pending projects, provide the level of actual effort (even if unsalaried) 

for each budget period proposed.

New Other Support: Active/Pending



What is required:

• Summary of In-Kind Contributions:  Provide a summary of the In-Kind 
Contribution.
• Gifts are not considered an In-Kind contribution. 

• Status of Support:  Indicate if the support is currently Active or Pending.

• Primary Place of Performance: Include the primary location where the 
project will take place.

• Project/Proposal Start and End Dates:  Provide the dates of the 
approved/proposed competitive segment.  For In-Kind Contributions, provide 
project dates when applicable.

• Person Months:  Indicate calendar or academic/summer months associated 
with each project when applicable.

• Estimated Dollar Value of In-Kind Contribution: Provide an estimate for 
the value of the In-Kind Contribution.  If the time commitment or dollar value is 
not readily ascertainable, reasonable estimates should be provided.

New Other Support: In-Kind Contributions



What is required:

• Overlap:  Summarize any potential overlap with active or pending projects (can 
be scientific, budgetary or effort overlap).
• If multiple changes will be needed if pending projects are funded, please 

provide a table of possible changes.
• Do not provide a blanket statement that we will not go over 12.0 calendar 

months of effort. This is not a sufficient Overlap statement.

• Signature Section: Each PD/PI or other senior key personnel must 
electronically sign their respective Other Support form prior to submission.
• This signature certifies that the statements are true, complete and 

accurate.
• A typed name is not an electronic signature and is not acceptable.
• The PDF must be flattened once all signatures are acquired.

New Other Support: Overlap and Signature Section



What has changed:

• eRA Commons ID:  Inclusion of the investigators eRA Commons ID is now required.

• Status of Support:  Indicate if the support is currently Active or Pending is now required.

• Primary Place of Performance:  The primary location where the project will take place is 
now required.

• Total Award Amount:  The total award cost, not the direct cost, for the period of 
performance is now required.  This includes all non-competitive years of the award.

• Sub-projects should provide the provide the project number, PD/PI name and source of 
support for the overall project. All other information should be specific to the sub-award.

• Person Months:  For active projects, provide the level of effort (calendar months) for the 
current budget period and for each remaining budget period.  For pending projects, 
provide the level of effort for all proposed budget periods.

New Other Support: Summary of Changes



What has changed:

• In-Kind Contributions:  In-Kind Contributions are now required to be disclosed and listed 
in the Other Support document.  Either effort or estimated monetary value must be listed 
for each contribution. 

• Overlap Statement: Do not provide a blanket statement that we will not go over 12.0 
calendar months of effort. This is not a sufficient Overlap statement.

• Signature Section: Each investigator must electronically sign their respective Other 
Support form prior to submission.

• NIH requires researchers to provide foreign contracts, grants or any other agreements
specific to investigator’s foreign appointments, affiliations, and/or employment with a 
foreign institution. Copies must be provided as part of the PDF following the Other 
Support format page.

• The PDF must be flattened before sending it to OSP/NIH for review and submission.

New Other Support: Summary of Changes


