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BIOGRAPHICAL 
 

Birthplace:            New York City, New York 
 

Date of Birth:   July 30, 1951 
Citizenship:   United States 

 
Home Address:            8533 McCrory Lane 

           Nashville, TN 37221 
 

Home Phone:  615-646-9281                                                                    
 
Married:   Donna S. Hummell, M.D. 

                                                                                                                                          
Children:   Rachel Tulipan                                                                  

Hunter Tulipan 
 

Office Address:  Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
Department of Neurological Surgery 
9226 Doctors Office Tower 
Nashville, TN 37232-9557 
615-936-6104  
noel.tulipan@vanderbilt.edu 
 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
 

College:   The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD 
B.A. Human Biology 1977 

 
Medical School:  The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD 

M.D. 1980 
 

Internship:   The Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, MD 
Surgery 1980-1981 
 

Residency:   The Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, MD 
Neurosurgery 1981-1986 
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HONORS 
 

1978    Phi Beta Kappa 
 

1981    Alpha Omega Alpha 
 
 
ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 

American Association of Neurological Surgeons 
 

American Academy of Pediatrics, Tennessee Chapter 
 

American Society of Pediatric Neurosurgeons 
 

American Association of Neurological Surgeons 
Section on Pediatric Neurological Surgery 

 
CLINIC ADMINISTRATION 
 

Co-Director:  Vanderbilt University Hospital                
         

Spina Bifida Clinic                                                            
                                                       
COMMITTEES    
                                                    Child Abuse Committee, Vanderbilt Hospital 

 
Children's Hospital Medical Advisory Board                        

 
 

Pediatric Critical Care Committee/PICU 
Vanderbilt University Hospital 

 
QA Critical Indicator Screening Committee, 
Vanderbilt University Hospital 
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National Neurofibromatosis Foundation,  
Tennessee Chapter 

 
Children's Operating Room Committee 
Vanderbilt University Hospital 
 

GRANT SUPPORT: 
 

                                         National Institutes of Health 
                               NIH Grant # NS 24254 

                                         Neural Grafting:  A Potential Therapy in 
                               Huntington's Disease 

                                          Project Period: 7/1/87 - 6/30/90, $220,612 
 

                                          The Wills Foundation 
                                Grant # VUH 526795 

                                          Adrenal Medullary Grafting:  A Potential 
                                Therapy for Huntington's Disease 

                                           Project Period: 7/1/87 - 6/30/88, $17,385 
 
Spina Bifida Association of America 
Neurologic Outcome After Intrauterine                         

                                                    Myelomeningocele Repair 
          Project Period: 1/1/99 - 12/31/99, $25,000 

 
 
 
CURRENT RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 
 Robotic Intrauterine Surgery 
 
 Intrauterine repair of myelomeningocele. 
 
 Principal Investigator, Prognostic Value of Transforming Growth Factor- 
 Beta 1 in Normal Pressure Hydrocephalus Prospective Trial of TGF-B levels  
 in the CSF of patients undergoing shunting for NPH funded by Medtronic  
 Corporation $50,000. 
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RESEARCH  MENTORING 
 

1985/6 - Central Nervous System Transplantation 
Dr. Lenwood Smith, Resident 

 
1989/90 - Immunologic Aspects of Central Nervous System 
           Transplantation, Dr. Michael King, Resident                          
 
1998/9 - Biochemical Changes in the Cerebrospinal Fluid After Central 

Nervous System Transplantation, Dr Steven Abram, Resident 
 
1992/3 - Animal Model for Endoscopic Intrauterine Repair of             

Myelomeningocele, Dr. Michael Copeland, Resident 
 
1996/7 - Amniotic Fluid Neurotoxicity, Dr. Michael Drewek, Resident 
 
1998/9 - Amniotic Fluid Neurotoxicity, Dr. Matthew Pearson, Resident 
 
2001/2 – Robotic Intrauterine Surgery, Dr. Oran Aaronson, Resident 
 

INVITED LECTURES: 
 
United Parkinson Foundation, Workshop, "Brain Implants in Parkinson's Disease 
Patients", Chicago, IL, March 26-27, 1987 
                                                                                                                                             
Neuro Nursing Conference, "New Approaches to Brain Transplantation for 
Parkinsonism", Atlantic City, NJ, September 22, 1987 
 
New Jersey Branch of the American College of Surgeons, "Adrenal Medullary 
Transplantation", New Brunswick, NJ, December 11, 1987 
 
Fifteenth Annual Neurology Symposium, "Surgical Experience with the Adrenal 
Brain Transplant Surgery", Kaiser Permanents, Santa Monica, CA, February 27, 
1988 
 
Medical Ethics Conference -In the Shadow of Death, "Defining Death" University of 
Tennessee at Chattanooga,  Chattanooga, TN, May 12, 1988 
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Department of Neurosurgery, College of Medicine, The University of New Frontiers 
in Neuroscience:  Neural Tissue Grafts and CNS Repair, The Vanderbilt Experience 
in Human Medullary Transplants in the Treatment of Parkinsonism", Sponsored by 
the Center for Neuroscience, the Department of Anatomy and Neurobiology and The 
Department of Neurosurgery, College of Medicine, The University of Tennessee, 
Memphis, TN, May 13, 1988 
 
Huntsville/Madison County Mental Health Board, "Huntington's Disease Research", 
Huntsville, AL, May 24, 1988 
 
Twelfth Annual Meeting of the American Association of Tissue Banks, "Use of 
Adrenal Cell Transplants in the Treatment of Neurological Diseases", San Diego, CA, 
August 23, 1988                                                                                                         
 

Visiting Scholar, Beijing Neurosurgical Institute, Beijing, China, February 1989 
 
I I I  International Symposium, Neural Transplantation, "Transplantation of Adrenal 
Medullary Tissue to Caudate in Parkinson's Disease", Cambridge, England, August 6-
11, 1989                         
 
Fifty-eighth Annual Meeting, American Association of Neurological Surgeons," 
Adrenal Transplants/Parkinson's Disease", Nashville, TN April 30, 1990      
 

The Tennessee Neurosurgical Society Annual Meeting, “Fetal Intrauterine 
Neurosurgery”, Nashville, TN, November 2, 1996                        
 
American Society of Pediatric Neurosurgeons Annual Meeting, “Intrauterine Repair of 
Myelomeningocele”, Lanai, HI , February, 1998 
 
Pediatric Section of AANS, Annual Meeting, “Reduced Hindbrain Herniation After 
Intrauterine Myelomeningocele Repair”, Indianapolis, IN, December, 1998 
 
International Fetal Medicine and Surgery Society, Annual Meeting, “Neurologic 
Outcome After Intrauterine Myelomeningocele Repair”, Carlisle, Great Britain, May, 
1999 
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International Society for Pediatric Neurosurgery, Annual Meeting, “Neurologic 
Outcome After Intrauterine Myelomeningocele Repair”, Salt Lake City, UT, 
September, 1999 
 
Pediatric Section of the American Association of Neurologic Surgeons, “Intrauterine 
Myelomeningocele Repair”, Atlanta, GA, December, 1999 
 
American Association of Neurologic Surgeons, Annual Meeting, “Intrauterine 
Myelomeningocele Repair”, San Francisco, CA, April, 2000 
 
Society for Research into Hydrocephalus and Spina Bifida, “The Effect of Intrauterine 
Myelomeningocele Repair on Hydrocephalus”, Atlanta, GA, June, 2000                   
 
Johns Hopkins Hospital, Grand Rounds, “Intrauterine Repair of Myelomeningocele”, 

Baltimore, MD, August 2001 
 
Annual Meeting of Japanese Society for Pediatric Neurosurgery, “The Effect of 
Intrauterine Myelomeningocele Repair on Hydrocephalus”, Shizuoka, Japan, 
September 2001 
 
World Congress of Neurosurgery, “Fetal Surgery”, Sydney, Australia, September 
2001 
 
Congress of Neurological Surgeons, “Myelomeningoceles: Fetal Surgery and Other 
Innovations”, San Diego, CA, October 2001 
 
American Association of Neurological Surgeons/Congress Neurological Surgeons, 
“Intrauterine Myelomeningocele Repair”, New York, NY, November 2001 
 
American Academy for Cerebral Palsy and Developmental Medicine, “Role of 
Intrauterine Myelomeningocele Repair” Los Angeles, CA, September 2004 
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