


Documenting Fluid Intake in Neurointerventional Procedures

The purpose of this document is to clarify the method of documenting fluids given intra-arterially during Neurointervention cases, whether the procedure is an intervention or a diagnostic arteriogram/venogram.  These instructions are for use by staff in OR 8, Radiology Room 1068, Radiology Room 1078, or any other site where such procedures are done at VUH.  At the conclusion of each case, the technologist will review the two totals with the Neurointervention physician, and, once confirmed, give those numbers to the Radiology Nurse or Anesthesia practitioner, as appropriate.  This process does not eliminate the need for pre-, post-, or intra-procedural communication about fluid volume status between team members.
  
The process that we will use for fluid documentation in Neurointervention procedures is as follows.

At the end of each anesthesia case the radiology technologist will:
1. Review a ‘best assessment’ of the total contrast and saline or heparinized saline infused by the neurointerventionist for the procedure, and determine the totals.
2. The technologist will give those totals to the CRNA (or anesthesiologist if no CRNA present) to be included in the I/O that is documented by anesthesia personnel.

At the end of each non-anesthesia case, the radiology technologist will:
1. Review a ‘best assessment’ of the total contrast and saline or heparinized saline infused by the neurointerventionist for the procedure, and determine the totals.  
2. The technologist will give those totals to the nurse who will include it in the I/O that is documented by the radiology nurse.  For the time being, this documentation will be in the narrative portion the ‘sedation care record’ (this will change as the ‘intraop’ option for our VPIMS charting is implemented).  Fluid intake (and output, if appropriate) will be documented on the hand-written sedation record as:

IA fluid:________
Contrast:_______
IV fluids/meds:______
Total Intake:________
Total output:________

The process for determining the ‘best assessment’ may require re-evaluations and improvements, but for the time being:

For the saline/heparinized saline:
1. take total volume of ‘drip’ and ‘flush’ bags hung.  
1. subtract what is left in each bag.  
1. subtract what is in the ‘waste’ bag and what is in the ‘trough’ if one is used.
1. subtract 50ml for each sodden towel.
1. subtract any spills/other waste

For the contrast:
1. take the total volume of the bottles ‘hung’.
1. subtract the volume that was not used.
1. subtract any spills/other waste
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