
The Vanderbilt Pediatric Surgery Residency seeks exceptional 
candidates from a diverse background who are eager to pur-
sue a career in academic Pediatric Surgery and to make unique 
and life-long contributions to our specialty. The Department of 
Pediatric Surgery promotes excellence in the comprehensive 
surgical care of children. Our highly-accomplished group of 
pediatric surgeons is committed to the practice and teaching 
of excellence in clinical care and to the discovery of innovative 
therapies through clinical outcomes and basic laboratory re-
search. The education of Pediatric Surgery residents and cat-
egorical Surgery residents is fundamental to our mission. We 
also cherish teaching undergraduates, medical students, and 
nursing students on the wonders of Pediatric Surgery. Our na-
tionally renowned Department of Pediatric Surgery and com-
prehensive hospital offer a stimulating environment and op-
portunity for the clinical and investigative training of academic 
Pediatric Surgeons. Our Pediatric Surgery residents develop a 
unique expertise in the clinical approach to the surgical prob-
lems of childhood, as well as a critical and analytical approach 
to the evidence-based practice of Pediatric Surgery.

The resident finishing the Pediatric Surgery Residency at Van-
derbilt will be competent in the full spectrum of this broad spe-
cialty. Our faculty perform the full scope of Pediatric Surgical 
procedures, from routine to the most complex, and among all 
ages through early adulthood.

The Vanderbilt Department of Pediatric Surgery is historically 
one of the most well-rounded academic groups nationwide and 
produces a high volume of impactful manuscripts and scientific 
presentations annually. Our Department also has a strong his-
tory of securing extramural NIH funding. The Pediatric Surgery 
resident is encouraged to participate in any research endeavor 
s/he wishes during fellowship. Support for Pediatric Surgery 
resident-initiated research and travel to meetings is available 

through several resources (see research opportunities on back). 
The Pediatric Surgery resident at Vanderbilt should consider 
themselves an ambassador for our service and an advocate for 
the sick child, and in this role, to recruit top medical students 
into Surgery and Surgery residents into Pediatric Surgery. For 
the Pediatric Surgery resident interested in International Hu-
manitarian work, the opportunity to rotate through Bethany 
Kids Hospital in Kijabe, Kenya during this two-year fellowship 
is available. 

Altogether, our Department of Pediatric Surgery is comprised 
of diverse faculty who study unique aspects of our precious 
specialty, which makes training at the Monroe Carell Jr. Chil-
dren’s Hospital at Vanderbilt special. The finishing resident is 
truly prepared for any career trajectory in Pediatric Surgery!

Pediatric Surgery Residency Training Program
Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt

Top row: Jeffrey Upperman, MD, Tammy Tankersley, Martin L. Blakely, MD and John B. Pietsch, MD
Second row: Melissa E. Danko, MD, Harold N. “Bo” Lovvorn, III, MD, James A. O’Neill, Jr. MD and  
  Walter Morgan, III, MD
Third row: Lauren Gillory, MD, Laura Martin, MD, Irving Zamora, MD and Wallace W. Neblett, III, MD
Fourth row: Gretchen P. Jackson, MD, PhD, Whitney Wharton, NP, Jacob Olson, MD, Jocelyn Gmerek, NP  
  and Melissa Matthews, NP

Harold N. Lovvorn, III, MD 
Program Director 
Professor of Pediatric Surgery

Eunice Y. Huang, MD 
Associate Program Director  
Professor of Pediatric Surgery

Message from the Program Director
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Monica Lopez, MD 
Associate Professor of Pediatric 
Surgery
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Evidence-based Programs

Profile link

Christine Hamby 
Pediatric Surgery Residency  
Associate Program Manager

(615) 936-1612 
Christine.Hamby@VUMC.org

John Pietsch, MD 
Professor of Pediatric Surgery  
and Pediatrics

Profile link

The Department of Pediatric Surgery at Vanderbilt operates within one of the 
largest, most respected, and fastest growing medical centers in the country. Our 
department serves one of the largest free-standing children’s hospitals in the 
country, the Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt. Our hospital fac-
ulty, surgeons, nurses, and staff provide care designed specifically for the needs 
of children and their families. Patients originate from the entire state of Tennes-
see, Kentucky, Alabama, and Virginia. 

The Department of Pediatric Surgery is committed to providing and promoting 
excellence in surgical care. Our surgeons and nurses are specially trained to treat 
fetal patients, newborns, infants, toddlers, children and young adults. 

We perform the full scope of Pediatric Sugery procedures, including minor of-
fice procedures, as well as inpatient and outpatient procedures. We strive for 
excellence in patient care, clinical basic laboratory research and the educa-
tion of students, residents and fellows. We are committed to protecting our  
precious specialty through recruitment of the brightest and most accom-
plished trainees and actively seek fellows from diverse backgrounds and  
demographics. 

Message from the Chair of the 
Department of Pediatric Surgery

Jeffrey Upperman, MD  
Professor and Chair, Department of Pediatric Surgery
Surgeon-in-Chief, Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s  
Hospital at Vanderbilt
Profile link

Helpful Website Links
Department of Pediatric Surgery 

Pediatric Surgery Clinic 
Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center

Meet the  
Faculty q

Meet your Pediatric 
Surgery Residency, 
Associate Program 
Manager

q

Dr. Upperman showcasing the 
Ambulatory Surgery Center 
located in Murfreesboro, TN 
during COVID-19.

https://www.vumc.org/pedsurg/45807
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https://www.vumc.org/pedsurg/34780
https://www.vumc.org/pedsurg/54915
https://www.vumc.org/pedsurg/13628
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https://www.vumc.org/pedsurg/13620
https://www.vumc.org/pedsurg/13612
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https://www.vumc.org/surgical-sciences/person/monica-lopez-md
mailto:Christine.Hamby%40VUMC.org?subject=
https://www.vumc.org/pedsurg/13618
https://www.vumc.org/pedsurg/54389?
https://www.vumc.org/pedsurg/
https://www.childrenshospitalvanderbilt.org/service-line/general-and-thoracic-surgery
https://www.childrenshospitalvanderbilt.org/
https://www.vanderbilthealth.com/?1=1


Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital by the Numbers
• Total Inpatient Beds: 343
•  Emergency Department Rooms: 42 (including 2 trauma

bays and 7 fast track bays)
• Operating Rooms: 18 (onsite)
• Inpatient Discharges: 16,232
• Clinic Visits: 360,314
• ER Visits: 47,446
•  The only Level 1-designated Trauma Unit and dedicated

Burn Unit in the region
•  The only Level 4-designated Neonatal Intensive Care Unit

in the region
•  More than 400 physicians trained in 30 pediatric and

surgical specialties
•  10th Floor Expansion opened in June 2019 (Pediatric

Heart Institute – 38 beds)
•  11th Floor Expansion opened in March 2020 (NICU,

Cardiology and Transplant – 38 beds)
Other expansions 
• 2020 opened Postpartum/NICU unit opening
• 2021 New Cath Lab coming
•  The total footprint will be approximately 1 million square

feet with 12 floors after the expansion of the four new
floors

Research Opportunities 
Pediatric Surgery clinical research programs offer a vast 
and diverse exposure to pediatric surgical research.  
The topics are broad and open to the resident and include:
•  ongoing prospective clinical studies evaluating surgical

treatments for common conditions such as Hernia Repair
and Necrotizing Enterocolitis in infants

•  biomedical informatics to enhance online patient care
portal for optimal communication

•  Wilms tumor, or nephroblastoma, a common renal malig-
nancy of the embryonic kidney and how racial disparities
affect the treatment and outcomes.

•  assessment of Body Composition in Children with Cancer
or while on ECMO

• truly any topic in Pediatric Surgery
Resources
•  Surgical Outcomes Center for Kids (SOCKs)

https://www.vumc.org/socks/home
•  Vanderbilt Institute for Clinical and Translational

Research (VICTR)  https://victr.vumc.org

Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt
by the Numbers

Vanderbilt is a Level 1 Trauma Center

Vanderbilt Lifeflight air and ground medical transportation  
services complete an annual 7,402 adult and pediatric transports

https://www.vumc.org/socks/home
https://victr.vumc.org/


Past Pediatric Surgery Residents:

2007-09, Barry R. Berch - University of Mississippi   Medical Center

2008-10, Joshua B. Glenn - Navicent Health Children’s Hospital  
  and Mercer University School of Medicine

2009-11, Thomas P. Rauth - Tristar Centennial Medical Center 

2010-12, Colin A. Martin - University of Alabama School of Medicine,  
  Children’s Hospital of Alabama

2011-13, Nathan M. Novotny - Beaumont Children’s, Oakland University

2012-14, Melissa E. Danko - Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s  Hospital at  
  Vanderbilt University Medical Center

2013-15, Brian T. Bucher - University of Utah School of Medicine, 
  Children’s Hospital

2014-16, Syamal Dave Bhattacharya - Children’ s Hospital at  
  Erlanger, University of Tennessee

2015-17, Adam S. Brinkman - University of Wisconsin School of  
  Medicine, Children’s Hospital

2016-18, Kyle Van Arendonk - Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin,  
  Medical College of Wisconsin

2017-19, Margaret Gallagher - Brooke Army Medical Center 

2018-20, Lauren A. Gillory - UT Southwestern Medical Center

Current Pediatric Surgery Residents:

2019-21, Laura Y. Martin - Chief Pediatric Surgery Resident

2020-22, Jacob K. Olson - Chief Pediatric Surgery Resident

2021-23, Laura Stafman - Junior Pediatric Surgery Resident

2022-24, Maren Shipe - Incoming Pediatric Surgery Resident

Olson StafmanMartin

2007-11, Wallace “Skip” W. Neblett, Jr.
2011-18, Dai H. Chung
2018 - present Harold “Bo” N. Lovvorn, III

Program Directors

Residents and Program Directors of the 
Department of Pediatric Surgery

The Pediatric Surgery educational curriculum at Monroe 
Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt exhibits week-
ly conferences and seminars, which consist of unique di-
dactic topics. 

Conference meets from 7-9a.m. every Wednesday. Mul-
tidisciplinary conferences such as GI, Radiology, Trau-
ma, Journal Club, Grand Rounds, M&M, and Pathology 
conferences are scheduled on a set monthly calendar. 

The department holds a monthly Didactic conference on 
Thursday that follows a specific outline of topics funda-
mental to Pediatric Surgery. A weekly Tumor Board and 
quarterly institution wide M&M conferences are held, 
as well as a quarterly video conference that meets with 
Pediatric Surgery at St. Jude and Utrecht in the Nether-
lands to review complex cancer cases at each institution. 

Pediatric Surgery Residency 
Curriculum, Conferences  

and Challenges

Dr. Upperman operating with Senior Pediatric Surgery  
resident Lauren Gillory

Dr. Lovvorn fist-bumps with Surgery resident Lexie Vaughn

Resident graduate gallery from L to R 2007 to 2020

Gillory



Department of Pediatric Surgery Residents 
Cases by Volume

Required Cases During Two Year Fellowship
Number of Index 
Cases Required

K. Van 
Arendonk Year 

1

K. Van 
Arendonk Year 

2

K. Van 
Arendonk 

Total

Bronchoscopy/Esophagoscopy    15 45 31 76
Esophageal Atresia/TE Fistula 5 4 4 8
GE Reflux (Fundoplication) 15 28 15 43
Lung Resection 5 10 7 17
Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia Repair 6 14 10 24
Pyloric Stenosis 10 21 10 31
Malrotation/Intussusception 5 5 12 17
Intestinal atresia/duodenal atresia 5 8 7 15
Appendectomy 20 53 52 105
Hirschsprung (Pull Through) 5 3 5 8
Anorectal Malformation 5 7 3 10
Biliary Atresia/Choledochal Cyst 3 3 1 4
Abdominal Wall Defect Closure 5 12 5 17
Inguinal hernia < 6 months 15 16 21 37
Cryptorchid Testis (Orchiopexy) 5 5 5 10
Adnexal operations 5 14 10 24
Kidney/Neuroblastoma Resection 6 3 5 8
Head/Neck 10 18 12 30
Neonatal cases 75 92 60 152
Tumors 25 16 23 39
Non-operative trauma 90 110 64 174

Required Cases During Two Year Fellowship
Number of Index 
Cases Required

Maggie 
Gallagher      

Year 1

Maggie 
Gallagher      

Year 2

Maggie 
Gallagher    

Total

Bronchoscopy/Esophagoscopy    15 26 37 63
Esophageal Atresia/TE Fistula 5 7 4 11
GE Reflux (Fundoplication) 15 35 18 53
Lung Resection 5 6 10 16
Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia Repair 6 8 13 21
Pyloric Stenosis 10 20 17 37
Malrotation/Intussusception 5 9 10 19
Intestinal atresia/duodenal atresia 5 9 9 18
Appendectomy 20 79 71 150
Hirschsprung (Pull Through) 5 3 4 7
Anorectal Malformation 5 3 6 9
Biliary Atresia/Choledochal Cyst 3 4 5 9
Abdominal Wall Defect Closure 5 11 6 17
Inguinal hernia < 6 months 15 37 18 55
Cryptorchid Testis (Orchiopexy) 5 6 2 8
Adnexal operations 5 12 8 20
Kidney/Neuroblastoma Resection 6 5 7 12
Head/Neck 10 20 12 32
Neonatal cases 75 87 79 166
Tumors 25 25 18 43
Non-operative trauma 90 97 38 135

Required Cases During Two Year Fellowship
Number of Index 
Cases Required

Lauren Gillory       
Year 1

Lauren Gillory        
Year 2

Lauren 
Gillory       
Total

Abdominal/GI 120 148 94 245
Thoracic 50 36 37 73

Fellowship Year 2016-2018

Fellowship Year 2017-2019

Fellowship Year 2018-2020

Endoscopy 30 29 18 47
Operative trauma/critical care 20 31 19 50
Non-operative trauma/critical care 90 97 42 139
NICU 20 0 21 21
PICU 10 2 9 11
Oncology 25 21 16 37
Head & Neck/Endocrine, GU, and ARM 50 36 30 66

Required Cases During Two Year Fellowship
Number of Index 
Cases Required

K. Van 
Arendonk Year 

1

K. Van 
Arendonk Year 

2

K. Van 
Arendonk 

Total

Bronchoscopy/Esophagoscopy    15 45 31 76
Esophageal Atresia/TE Fistula 5 4 4 8
GE Reflux (Fundoplication) 15 28 15 43
Lung Resection 5 10 7 17
Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia Repair 6 14 10 24
Pyloric Stenosis 10 21 10 31
Malrotation/Intussusception 5 5 12 17
Intestinal atresia/duodenal atresia 5 8 7 15
Appendectomy 20 53 52 105
Hirschsprung (Pull Through) 5 3 5 8
Anorectal Malformation 5 7 3 10
Biliary Atresia/Choledochal Cyst 3 3 1 4
Abdominal Wall Defect Closure 5 12 5 17
Inguinal hernia < 6 months 15 16 21 37
Cryptorchid Testis (Orchiopexy) 5 5 5 10
Adnexal operations 5 14 10 24
Kidney/Neuroblastoma Resection 6 3 5 8
Head/Neck 10 18 12 30
Neonatal cases 75 92 60 152
Tumors 25 16 23 39
Non-operative trauma 90 110 64 174

Required Cases During Two Year Fellowship
Number of Index 
Cases Required

Maggie 
Gallagher      

Year 1

Maggie 
Gallagher      

Year 2

Maggie 
Gallagher    

Total

Bronchoscopy/Esophagoscopy    15 26 37 63
Esophageal Atresia/TE Fistula 5 7 4 11
GE Reflux (Fundoplication) 15 35 18 53
Lung Resection 5 6 10 16
Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia Repair 6 8 13 21
Pyloric Stenosis 10 20 17 37
Malrotation/Intussusception 5 9 10 19
Intestinal atresia/duodenal atresia 5 9 9 18
Appendectomy 20 79 71 150
Hirschsprung (Pull Through) 5 3 4 7
Anorectal Malformation 5 3 6 9
Biliary Atresia/Choledochal Cyst 3 4 5 9
Abdominal Wall Defect Closure 5 11 6 17
Inguinal hernia < 6 months 15 37 18 55
Cryptorchid Testis (Orchiopexy) 5 6 2 8
Adnexal operations 5 12 8 20
Kidney/Neuroblastoma Resection 6 5 7 12
Head/Neck 10 20 12 32
Neonatal cases 75 87 79 166
Tumors 25 25 18 43
Non-operative trauma 90 97 38 135

Required Cases During Two Year Fellowship
Number of Index 
Cases Required

Lauren Gillory       
Year 1

Lauren Gillory        
Year 2

Lauren 
Gillory       
Total

Abdominal/GI 120 148 94 245
Thoracic 50 36 37 73

Fellowship Year 2016-2018

Fellowship Year 2017-2019

Fellowship Year 2018-2020

•  Necrotizing Enterocolitis 
(NEC) & Spontaneous  
Intestinal Perforation (SIP)

• Anorectal malformations

• Thyroid disease

•  Ovarian and testicular  
pathology

•  Abdominal Wall Defects: 
What’s New?

•  Branchial cleft &  
thyroglossal duct

•  Pheo & adrenal cortical  
tumors & MEN

• Hepatobastoma

• Neuroblastoma

• Wilms Tumor

• Sarcomas & Teratoma

• ECMO & Vent management

• Fluids & electrolytes

Didactic Conference  
Academic Year  

2021-2022

TOPICS



Annual Endowed 
Holcomb Lecture

The George W. 
Holcomb, Jr. Lecture 
in Pediatric Surgery 
is presented by the 
Department of Pediatric 
Surgery in honor of 
George W. Holcomb, 
Jr., Clinical Professor of 
Surgery, Emeritus (June 
19th, 1922 – June 29th, 
2019).

Dr. Holcomb served as resident in Surgery 
at Vanderbilt from 1946 to 1949 and 
subsequently completed his training in 
Pediatric Surgery at Boston Children’s 
Hospital in 1952

This named lecture attracts sought after 
nationally renowned surgeons and surgeon 
scientists who consistently present inno-
vative, cutting-edge procedures, methods 
and theory to surgical faculty and trainees. 

1990 Judson G. Randolph, M.D.

1991 James A. O’Neill, Jr., M.D.

1992 Lester W. Martin, M.D.

1993 J. Alex Haller, Jr., M.D.

1994 Thomas M. Holder, M.D.

1995 Edwin Ide Smith, M.D.

1996 Alfred A. de Lorimier, M.D.

1997 R. Peter Altman, M.D.

1998 Eric W. Fonkalsrud, M.D.

1999 Robert J. Touloukian, M.D.

2000 Moritz M. Ziegler, M.D.

2001 H. Beimann Othersen, M.D.

2005 George W. Holcomb, III, M.D.

2006 Jay L. Grosfeld, M.D.

2007 Bradley M. Rodgers, M.D.

2008 Thomas M. Krummel, M.D.

2009 Edward M. Barksdale, M.D.

2010 Brad W. Warner, M.D.

2011 George K. Gittes, M.D.

2012 Thomas F. Tracy, Jr., M.D.

2013 Kevin P. Lally, M.D.

2014 Alan W. Flake, M.D.

2015 Marshall Z. Schwartz, M.D.

2016 Frederick J. Rescorla, M.D.

2017 Anthony D. Sandler, M.D.

2018 Daniel von Allmen, MD

2019 Diana L. Farmer, MD

2020 Postponed Due to COVID-19

Past Holcomb Guest Lecturers

8/12/2020 - Operative Considerations and Outcomes in Conjoined Twins  
   – James O’Neill

9/9/2020 - Growing An Advanced Minimally Invasive Program in  
  Pediatric Surgery  – Irving Zamora

10/14/2020 - ICU Liberation Movement  – Kristina Betters

11/11/2020 - Hirschsprung Disease: Addressing Morbidity and Mortality 
  Through Translational Science  – Ankush Gosain

12/9/2020 - Disorders of Sexual Differentiation  – Doug Clayton

1/13/2021 - Biliary Atresia for the PSITE  – Harold “Bo” Lovvorn

2/10/2021 -  Final results from the Necrotizing Enterocolitis Surgery Trial:  
  Lessons for Investigators, Readers, and Reviewers  – Martin Blakely

3/10/2021 - History of Pediatric Surgery at Vanderbilt      – Harold Bo Lovvorn

4/14/2021 - New Guidelines Surviving Sepsis  – Richard Wendorf

5/12/2021 - Gun Safety Initiatives at Vanderbilt and in TN  - Pernima Unni

6/9/2021 - QI Presentations/Research   – Dupree Hatch

7/14/2021 - Management of Chyle Leaks and Other IR Fun  – Chris Baron

Academic Year 2020-2021 (via Zoom)
Surgical Grand Rounds Faculty Presentations

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
Vanderbilt Pediatric Surgery fully endorses and is committed to growing diver-
sity within our precious specialty. We pledge to increase diversity, emphasize 
equity, and promote an inclusive culture within the pipeline of learners pur-
suing or considering Pediatric Surgery. Partnering with the Office of Diversity 
Affairs, our Department has participated in numerous exercises to mitigate 
bias when considering applicants to Pediatric Surgery. We deeply value appli-
cants who derive from unique backgrounds and aspire to exceptional careers. 
Our Department seeks to train Pediatric Surgeons from all races, ethnicities, 
genders and self-identity, sexual orientation, disabilities, geographic origins, 
and socioeconomic status.

For additional information, please visit:   
Vanderbilt School Medicine Diversity Website,
and Section of Surgical Sciences Diversity and Inclusion Website.

VVUUMMCC  EEqquuiittyy  DDiivveerrssiittyy  &&  IInncclluussiioonn  –– FFeebbrruuaarryy  22002211

BBllaacckk  HHiissttoorryy  MMoonntthh

MMaarrcchh  –– WWoommeenn''ss  HHiissttoorryy  MMoonntthh

New Gender Affirmation Toolkit 

supports inclusivity for VU Employees

For more info, or

membership interest,

visit: PRIDE ERGPRIDE
For more info, or

membership interest

visit: Veterans ERG

VVeetteerraannss  RReessoouurrcceess  LLiinnkk

ETERANS
For more info, or

membership interest,

visit: Disability ERGDDIISSAABBIILLIITTYY  
EERRGG

For more info, or

membership interest,

visit: HAAPI ERGHHAAAAPPII
HHeeaalltthhccaarree  AAlllliiaannccee  

ooff  AAssiiaann  AAmmeerriiccaannss  

aanndd  PPaacciiffiicc  IIssllaannddeerrss

MMoonntthhllyy  EERRGG  MMeeeettiinngg

February 18, 12:30pm

Resource Group

MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp MMeeeettiinngg

MMeemmoorriiaall  DDaayy  EEvveenntt  PPllaannnniinngg

((TTBBDD))

(Zoom link to be shared prior to session)

HHAAAAPPII  RReegguullaarr  MMeeeettiinngg

February 18, 11:00a -12:00p

https://zoom.us/j/6192037077

Meeting ID: 6192037077

Passcode: 34012020

We are planning our first big event: AAPI 

Stories, a story sharing session.

MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  MMeeeettiinngg

February 18th | 12:00 p.m.

Featuring VUMC HR

AAbbiilliittyy  ttoo  AAccccoommmmooddaattee::  HHooww  

ttoo  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  eemmppllooyyeeeess  wwiitthh  

ddiissaabbiilliittiieess

https://zoom.us/j/97127694534?pwd=R1Bic00ydktY

OVpwdDJ6TVJhVUhnZz09

Meeting ID: 971 2769 4534

Passcode: 863843

For more info, or

membership interest,

visit: LUV ERGLLaattiinnooss  UUnniiddooss  

eenn  VVaannddeerrbbiilltt

LLUUVV  MMoonntthhllyy  MMeeeettiinngg

February 19, 12-1p

Click here to join the meeting

MS Teams Space and WhatsApp group for LUV 

are coming online this month – don’t forget to 

fill out the membership survey to be included.

SSeerráá  qquuee  NNeecceessiittoo  AApplliiccaarrmmee  llaa  VVaaccuunnaa  ddeell  

CCOOVVIIDD--1199??  ((SSppaanniisshh))

February 4, 7-8pm

Loving Myself - Strategies to Manage My 

Well-being
February 9, 7-8pm

What Can I do to Lower My Risk For Cervical 

Cancer?

February 27, 11am-12pm

LGBTQ ERG

FFeebbrruuaarryy  22002211

BBllaacckk  HHiissttoorryy  MMoonntthh

AAmmeerriiccaann  HHiissttoorryy  MMoonntthh

HHuummaann  RReellaattiioonnss  MMoonntthh

14 St. Valentine's Day

15 Nirvana Day

15 Presidents Day

16 Mardi Gras

17 Ash Wednesday

20 World Day of 

Social Justice

VUMC OUTList

Celebration of Queer Love: 

Valentine making contest

February 8-12
For details email:

pepper.j.heifner@vumc.org

Movie Night!

February 12 @ 7PM

UUnniitteedd  VVooiicceess ooff  

VVaannddeerrbbiilltt CChhooiirr

WWeellccoommee  UUVVOOVV  ttoo  oouurr  ggrroowwiinngg  lliisstt  

ooff EEmmppllooyyeeee RReessoouurrccee GGrroouuppss!!

PPlleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt

stephanie.l.holt@vumc.org

for more information

My VUMC Article

➢ Celebrate Black History Month in 

Nashville with Upcoming Events

➢ Gallup Center on Black Voices

➢ PBS Black History Month

➢ Black Culture Quizzes

➢ Black America Web Little Known 

Black History

BHM Resources:

For more info, or

membership interest,

visit: AA ERGAAFFRRIICCAANN  
AAMMEERRIICCAANN  EERRGG

BBllaacckk  HHiissttoorryy  MMoonntthh  22002211

AAAAEERRGG-- SSAALLUUTTEESS  VVUUMMCC  

EEsssseennttiiaall WWoorrkkeerrss

(Zoom link to be shared prior to session)

NNaasshhvviillllee  BBllaacckk  BBuussiinneessss LLeeaaddeerrss  

PPaanneell  DDiiccuussssiioonn

FFeebbrruuaarryy  1177,,  1111aamm--1122ppmm

oorr

FFeebbrruuaarryy  2244,,  1111aamm--1122ppmm

https://zoom.us/j/9481480985

https://www.vumc.org/diversity/diversity-vanderbilt-university-school-medicine
https://www.vumc.org/surgical-sciences/person/diversity-inclusion-section-surgical-sciences


Virtual learning and remote socializing in 2020 did not deter 
the fun attitudes in our Department!

Welcome reception (May 2020) for Laura Stafman (upper left 
panel) who will be our next Pediatric Surgery resident in August 
2021!

Lauren Gillory – Graduation Celebration – July 18, 2020. 

Our annual fellow photo with the Program Director (Lovvorn) 
and Department Chair (Upperman). Bottom, L-R: Lauren Gillory 
and Laura Martin.

Virtual learning and distant socializing in 2020 provided unique 
growth opportunities for our Department and Pediatric Surgery team. 
Not a single educational conference was postponed nor gatherings to 
recognize special events and people on our team were cancelled. Sure, 
the virtual experience will never completely replace in-person learning 
or celebration, but when folks have good attitudes and simply wish to 
teach and enjoy the presence of others, then a rewarding experience 
will be found. And we had plenty! 

Simply stated, our group refused to let COVID compromise our  
educational missions and celebration of one another!

During COVID-19 training  
and innovation does not  
stop. Dr. Irving Zamora  
trains on a new  
de Vinci robot.



The Pediatric Surgery Boot Camp is host-
ed annually by and sponsored principally 
through the Association of Pediatric Surgery 
Training Program Directors (APSTPD), and 
seeks to smooth the transition for residents 
leaving an adult and entering a pediatric 
hospital setting. 

While working in a children’s hospital is not 
new to the incoming Pediatric Surgery resi-
dent, the time between the last categorical 
rotation and this sudden full-time position 
as a “surgeon for children” can be lengthy. 
This gap in time, often several years, can 
result in the loss of both clinical knowledge 
related to children’s care and awareness of the 
cultural differences between adult and pediatric 
hospital environments. 

While historically the Pediatric Surgery Boot 
Camp has been held in-person and over 2-3 
days, the 2020 version was broadcast virtually 
to comply with North American recommenda-
tions for safe “professional” distancing and to 
mitigate any health risk to learners and faculty. 
As a result of this new virtual platform, the topics 
of greatest interest and import were presented 
to the resident in condensed but interactive ses-
sions over one day. 

Opportunities for resident participation were 
possible through polling, chat boards, and live 
discussion during Panel Sessions.

Vanderbilt Pediatric Surgery 
co-hosted with BC Children’s 
Hospital the virtual 2020 Pediatric 
Surgery Boot Camp. Former Van-
derbilt trainees presented topics 
on “Leadership in a Children’s 
Hospital”  
Pictured are: (Dr. Maggie Galla-
gher, top row, middle), “Self-Study 
During Fellowship” (Dr. Kyle Van 
Arendonk, top right), “Citizenship 
and Professionalism: Communica-
tion in a Children’s Hospital” (Dr. 
Colin Martin, bottom row, left), 
and “Surviving Fellowship” (Dr. 
Lauren Gillory, bottom right).

Vanderbilt Pediatric Surgery serves as co-host of the  
annual APSTPD Boot Camp

Association of Pediatric Surgery Training Program Directors q



Residency training in pediatric surgical diseases at Van-
derbilt has its origins dating back to 1925. The first pa-
tient evaluated in the newly opened Vanderbilt University 
Hospital emergency department (1925) was a child pre-
senting with advanced appendicitis. Operative logs show 
that Barney Brooks, the first Chair of Surgery at Vander-
bilt, and Alfred Blalock, his first Chief Resident, managed 
that child and the bulk of pediatric surgical conditions in 
that era. 

Other giants in American Surgery while faculty at Van-
derbilt also made original and significant contributions 
to Pediatric Surgery before board approval as its own 
specialty. Specifically, Rollin A. Daniel, Jr. reported in 
Annals of Surgery (1944) his first successful primary re-
pair of esophageal atresia and tracheoesophageal fistula  
(EATEF) in a newborn.  However, Cameron Haight of Ann 
Arbor, MI had reported a month earlier in Annals his suc-
cessful repair of EATEF, preferring a left thoracotomy. Al-
though these cases occurred independently and almost 
simultaneously in date, Haight was credited historically 
with this coincidental accomplishment, yet Daniel would 
popularize the right chest, retropleural approach. Sim-
ilarly, James A. Kirtley, Jr. published the first successful 
portoenterostomy for the “uncorrectable” form of biliary 
atresia in the American Surgeon (1954) 5 years ahead of 

Morio Kasai’s description. Remarkably, Kirtley’s patient 
lived 39 years with her native liver, bearing 3 children, be-
fore dying during an attempt at liver transplantation. 

H. William Scott, Jr., Chair of Surgery from 1952-1982,
performed the first successful, complete repair of tetral-
ogy of fallot in 1955. Scott had received three years of pe-
diatric surgical training under Drs. Ladd and Gross at Bos-
ton Children’s Hospital, which set the stage for sustained
emphasis in the surgical care of children at Vanderbilt and
nationally across his illustrious career.

Dr. Scott influenced many Surgery residents at Vander-
bilt to pursue Pediatric Surgery, including such titans as 
James A. O’Neill, Jr. and Wallace W. Neblett, Jr., who 
with George Holcomb, Jr. (also a trainee of Drs. Ladd and 
Gross) grew the Department of Pediatric Surgery. With 
this esteemed foundation and history, Lovvorn, O’Neill, 
and Neblett established in 2007 a comprehensive resi-
dency training program in Pediatric Surgery.

Vanderbilt has a rich history in Pediatric Surgical training since 1925.  
Today, we are a children’s hospital ranked in all 10 discliplines evaluated by  

U.S. News & World Report and attracts top-flight pediatric surgical resident candidates.
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Scott O’Neill Neblett

Blalock
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