
VUMC Limited Submission Opportunity 

NSF Partnerships for Innovation (PFI-RP) Research Partnerships Track 

Applications due by 5pm May 15, 2024 

VUMC: These instructions are for VUMC investigators. VU investigators should apply through 
InfoReady and address any questions to VU-LSO@vanderbilt.edu. 

VUMC may submit one application to the September 2024 cycle of the NSF Partnerships for 
Innovation (PFI-RP) Research Partnerships Track. 

The Partnerships for Innovation (PFI) Program within the Division of Translational Impacts (TI) 
offers researchers from all disciplines of science and engineering funded by NSF the 
opportunity to perform translational research and technology development, catalyze 
partnerships and accelerate the transition of discoveries from the laboratory to the 
marketplace for societal benefit. 

PFI has five broad goals: (1) identifying and supporting NSF-sponsored research and 
technologies that have the potential for accelerated commercialization; (2) supporting prior or 
current NSF-sponsored investigators, institutions of higher education, and non-profit 
organizations that partner with an institution of higher education in undertaking proof-of-
concept work, including the development of technology prototypes that are derived from NSF-
sponsored research and have potential market value; (3) promoting sustainable partnerships 
between NSF-funded institutions, industry, and other organizations within academia and the 
private sector with the purpose of accelerating the transfer of technology; (4) developing multi-
disciplinary innovation ecosystems which involve and are responsive to the specific needs of 
academia and industry; (5) providing professional development, mentoring, and advice in 
entrepreneurship, project management, and technology and business development to 
innovators 

In addition, PFI responds to the mandate set by Congress to support prototype or proof-of-
concept development work by participants with innovations that because of the early stage of 
development are not eligible to participate in a Small Business Innovation Research Program or 
a Small Business Technology Transfer Program. 

Finally, PFI seeks to enhance partnerships between academia and industry in the United States, 
and expanding the participation of women and individuals from underrepresented groups in 
innovation, technology translation, and entrepreneurship. 

This solicitation offers two broad tracks for proposals in pursuit of the aforementioned goals. 
Only the Research Partnerships (PFI-RP) track is limited. 
 
The Research Partnerships (PFI-RP) track supports complex, multi-faceted technology 
development projects that are typically beyond the scope of a single researcher or institution 
and require a multi-organizational, interdisciplinary, synergistic collaboration. A PFI-RP project 
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requires the creation of partnerships between academic researchers and third-party 
organizations such as industry, non-academic research organizations, federal laboratories, 
public or non-profit technology transfer organizations or other universities. Such partnerships 
are needed to conduct applied research on a stand-alone larger project toward 
commercialization and societal impact. In the absence of such synergistic partnership, the 
project’s likelihood for success would be minimal. The budget for PFI-RP proposals is up 
to $1,000,000 for 36 months. 

The intended outcomes of both tracks are: a) the commercialization of new intellectual 
property derived from NSF-funded research outputs; b) the creation of new or broader 
collaborations with industry (including increased corporate sponsored research); c) the 
licensing of NSF-funded research outputs to third party corporations or to start-up companies 
funded by a PFI team; and d) the training of future leaders in innovation and entrepreneurship. 

See the full solicitation for more information. 

Internal Application Process: 

Anyone interested in being considered as VUMC’s poten�al nominee must submit the following 
(in a single PDF) to LSO@vanderbilt.edu by 5 p.m. on May 15: 

• Brief (2-page maximum) research plan, including summary budget 
• NIH Biosketch or 5-page CV 
• Statement of support from department chair/center director 

Any ques�ons about this opportunity or the LSO process may be directed to LSO@vanderbilt.edu 
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