Suicidal Ideation Template Language

Insert the following language in the “Confidentiality” section of the informed consent document:

“During the research, if we learn you are having thoughts about suicide or hurting yourself or others, the research staff will ask you more questions about your thoughts. Based on your response, the staff may provide you with help to get treatment. This may include:

· working with you to contact your doctor, 
· contact a trusted family member, or a therapist to discuss your thoughts,

· or work with you on a plan that may include getting you to a hospital for safety.”

Note:   When using this language please be sure to address the following items in the IRB Application for Behavioral/Social Science Research or Human Research for Health Science section which addresses minimizing risks to participants.  

1. Explain how screening data will be reviewed to determine if it meets criteria for a potential suicide risk. The Investigators should review the available literature on the specific assessment instrument, and follow recommended guidelines for scoring and interpretation of depression severity and/or suicide risk.  

2. Provide verification the person making the assessment regarding suicide risk is qualified to do so. If key study personnel are not qualified to complete the evaluation, please identify a trained individual to serve in this role. 

3. If the screen is positive, state how the assessment of suicide risk will be conducted.
4. If the participant is believed to be at risk, state the action that will be taken to protect the participant.
Additional guidance can be found in under the “Additional Considerations” section of the Handbook for Biomedical/Health Sciences Research (http://www.mc.vanderbilt.edu/irb/education/handbook_biomedical.doc) or Handbook for Social/Behavioral Sciences Research (http://www.mc.vanderbilt.edu/irb/education/handbook_behavioral.doc).

