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Chelsea Willis: Chelsea Boyette Willis, LRT, CTRS, CBIS serves as the Huntersville Day 
Program Coordinator at Hinds' Feet Farm (HFF), a nonprofit dedicated to providing 
comprehensive, person-centered supports for individuals living with brain injury in North 
Carolina. For the past decade, Chelsea's work has focused on inclusion, community 
integration and improving quality of life post injury.    Chelsea has a foundational and 
pivotal role in the Unmasking Brain Injury (UBI) initiative. Her responsibilities at HFF include 
coordinating UBI programming, supporting artists throughout the creative process, and 
managing the project's website, social media presence, and partner communications. 
Through this work, she helps amplify survivor stories and advance advocacy eSorts at 
local, national, and global levels.    In addition to her program leadership, Chelsea 
collaborates with the ARCCH Lab at Washington State University on research and 
participatory dissemination projects designed to elevate survivor perspectives and 
strengthen cognitive-communication supports across community and clinical 
environments.   

Disclosures:  

Chelsea Willis reports financial support from Hinds' Feet Farm, including salary and travel 
support related to her professional role and involvement in Unmasking Brain Injury 
programming.     

She reports non-financial relationships as a member of the ARCCH Lab Community 
Advisory Board and as a collaborator on community-engaged research and dissemination 
activities with the ARCCH Lab.    She has no other relevant financial or non-financial 
relationships to disclose. 
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Disclosures:  

Dr. Kemp reports financial support from Washington State University (salary support) and 
internal WSU research funding mechanisms for travel support.  Dr. Kemp reports non-
financial relationships as the Principal Investigator of the ARCCH Lab, a collaborator and 
volunteer with the Unmasking Brain Injury (UBI) project, and a member of several 
community-engaged research initiatives. 

Erica Rawls: Erica Engelsman Rawls, LCSW, M.Ed., CBIS is the Day Program Director at 
Hinds' Feet Farm (HFF), a nonprofit organization providing comprehensive services for 
individuals living with brain injury in North Carolina. With more than 20 years of experience 
supporting adults and children with disabilities, specifically autism and brain injuries, 
Erica's work has focused on long-term brain injury rehabilitation, community integration, 
and neurodiversity-aSirming practices.    Erica has been an integral leader in the 
Unmasking Brain Injury (UBI) project since its inception, helping brain injury survivors 
communicate about their experiences on a global scale. As part of her role at HFF, she 
coordinates UBI programming, supports artists in creating and sharing their stories, and 
promotes survivor-led advocacy at local, national, and global levels.    Erica also 
collaborates with the ARCCH Lab at Washington State University on research and 
participatory dissemination eSorts to elevate the lived experience of brain injury survivors 
and improve cognitive-communication supports across community and clinical settings. 

Disclosures:  

Erica Engelsman Rawls reports financial support from Hinds' Feet Farm, including salary 
and travel support related to her professional role and involvement in Unmasking Brain 
Injury programming.    

 She reports non-financial relationships as a member of the ARCCH Lab Community 
Advisory Board and as a collaborator on community-engaged research and dissemination 
activities with the ARCCH Lab.   She has no other relevant financial or non-financial 
relationships to disclose. 

Olivia Vruwink: Olivia Vruwink, MS CCC-SLP, is a doctoral candidate in the Department of 
Speech-Language-Hearing Sciences at the University of Minnesota. Her research interests 
include the role of care partners in traumatic brain injury (TBI) rehabilitation.   

Disclosures: 

Olivia Vruwink receives a salary and tuition remission from the University of Minnesota for 
her role as a graduate assistant. She has no other relevant financial or non-financial 
disclosures to report. 
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Tracey Wallace: Tracey Wallace, MS, CCC-SLP, FACRM, is a Speech-Language Pathologist 
and Clinical Research Scientist with over 25 years of experience helping people with brain 
injury maximize participation at home, work, school, and in their communities. As Therapy 
Manager and Projects Coordinator for both the Complex Concussion Clinic and SHARE 
Military Initiative at Shepherd Center in Atlanta, Georgia, she leads interdisciplinary teams, 
supervises speech-language pathology and research staS, and oversees program 
development, evaluation, and research initiatives. Tracey is also the Associate Director of 
the Mild TBI Brain Health & Recovery Lab, where her research focuses on optimizing 
rehabilitation outcomes through person-centered practices, cognitive-communication 
interventions, and innovative care models for individuals recovering from brain injury. She 
has provided speech-language-cognitive rehabilitation services across Shepherd Center's 
continuum of care and has served as a clinical instructor for graduate student clinicians 
from six universities. Additionally, she has taught in undergraduate and graduate university 
programs as a guest lecturer and Clinical Assistant Professor. A Fellow of the American 
Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine (ACRM), Tracey has held multiple leadership roles, 
including Chair of the Military/Veterans ASairs Networking Group, and remains an active 
member of the Mild TBI Task Force. She is also a cofounder and current Chair of the Board 
for the Georgia Rehabilitation Services Volunteer Partnership Clinic, which provides 
interdisciplinary rehabilitative care for uninsured individuals with brain and spinal cord 
injuries.    

Disclosures:  

The work presented was supported by a grant from the Arthur M. Blank Foundation and a 
grant from the Department of Defense Traumatic Brain Injury Congressionally Directed 
Medical Research Program, from which I receive salary support. 

 

Then and Now: Using Arts-Based Reflection to Explore Self-Awareness Across a 
Decade of Living with Brain Injury  

Amy Kemp: Amy Kemp, PhD, CCC-SLP, is an Assistant Professor in the Elson S. Floyd 
College of Medicine at Washington State University and Director of the ARCCH Lab 
(Accelerating Research in Cognitive-Communication Health). Her research focuses on 
community-engaged approaches to cognitive-communication health and the use of 
speech-language and digital biomarkers to support early detection and long-term 
outcomes in acquired brain injury. Dr. Kemp partners closely with community 
organizations, rehabilitation teams, and individuals with lived experience to co-design 
research that advances equity, accessibility, and patient-centered clinical practice.   
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neurologist specialized in traumatic brain injury and the vestibular, oculomotor, and 
balance systems with specific interest in the assessment and rehabilitation of athletes, 
service members, and veterans with protracted recovery after mild TBI.  Before starting his 
career in neurology, Dr. Gore served as a military flight surgeon in the US Air Force including 
experience at the Air Force Research Laboratory. He was privileged to care for soldiers at 
home and overseas and experienced first-hand the devastating aftermath of traumatic 
combat injuries. Dr. Gore is an adjunct Associate Professor in the Georgia Institute of 
Technology and Emory University Wallace H. Coulter Department of Biomedical 
Engineering and he directs Shepherd Center's mTBI Brain Health and Recovery Laboratory.  
He leads an interdisciplinary research team developing methods to assess, quantify, and 
treat brain injury for military and sports applications.  His research has been supported by 
numerous foundations, the National Institutes of Health, and the Department of Defense.  
Dr. Gore serves as a concussion consultant and advisor for US Major League Rugby and 
other national athletics organizations, college and professional sports teams, the Veterans 
Administration, and the Department of Defense.     

Disclosures: 

Grant funding from the NIH and the DOD  Concussion consultant for US Major League 
Rugby (unpaid)  VA Federal Advisor Committee for neurotrauma (unpaid)  Clinical trials 
consultant, Astrocyte Pharmaceuticals Inc. 

Katherine McCauley: Dr. McCauley is a Clinical Psychologist at the SHARE Military 
Initiative at Shepherd Center. She serves on an interdisciplinary team treating military 
service members, veterans, and first responders with traumatic brain injuries and 
cooccurring psychological conditions.  She is also a lead investigator in the mTBI Brain 
Health and Recovery Lab.  

Disclosures: 

Nothing to disclose  

Tim Moran: Tim Moran, PhD is a statistician and research methodologist with Emory 
University's Department of Emergency Medicine.  

Disclosures: 

Nothing to disclose 

Katy O'Brien:  

Disclosures: 

Dr. O'Brien has no relevant financial or non financial disclosures to report.  
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sideline coverage for several sports at multiple levels of play. He is board certified in 
neurology with special qualifications in child neurology.  

Disclosures: 

Research funding from the Dale Jr Foundation and NICHD, expert witness for Summit 
Experts. 

Antonia Stang:  

Disclosures: Nothing to disclose 

Keith Yeates: Keith Owen Yeates, PhD, ABPP, FCAHS, FRSC, is a Professor of Psychology, 
Pediatrics, and Clinical Neurosciences, at the University of Calgary, in Alberta, Canada. He 
has a 35-year track record of funded research focusing on the outcomes of childhood brain 
disorders, especially traumatic brain injury and concussion. Dr. Yeates is inaugural Chair of 
the Canadian Concussion Network and Editor-in-Chief of Neuropsychology. He has served 
as President of the Society of Clinical Neuropsychology and of the International 
Neuropsychological Society. He is a Fellow of the American Psychological Association, 
Canadian Academy of Health Sciences, and the Royal Society of Canada.  

Disclosures: 

Editorial stipend from the American Psychological Association; principal investigator on 
grants from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research and Canada Foundation for 
Innovation; co-investigator on grants from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, 
Brain Canada Foundation, Ontario Brain Institute, and the National Football League 
Scientific Advisory Board; paid research consultancies with University of California San 
Francisco, Pennsylvania State University, and Research Institute at Nationwide Children's 
Hospital; book royalties from Guilford Press and Cambridge University Press; travel support 
and honorariums for presentations to multiple organizations; serve on the Data Safety and 
Monitoring Board for the Concussion Health Improvement Program Trial, University of 
Washington. 

 

The Role of Executive Functioning in Substance Use Recovery Among Military Veterans 
and Service Members with TBI  

Russell Gore: Russell Gore is the Founding Director of the Shepherd Center Complex 
Concussion Clinic and Medical Director of the SHARE Military Initiative. He also currently 
serves as Chief Medical OSicer for the Avalon Action Alliance, a national network of 
programs treating complex mTBI in service members and veterans.  Clinically Dr. Gore is a 
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Scholar career award (FRQ-S), and has authored over 100 peer-reviewed articles, 
commentaries and book chapters with nearly 6000 career citations. His primary research 
interest is the emergency management of fever among infants in the first months of life, 
and he is the principal author of national guidelines from the Canadian Paediatric Society. 

Disclosures: 

Grant and material/reagent support from BioMerieux Canada, and speaker honoraria from 
Thermo Fisher Scientific, both unrelated to the submitted work 

Fanny Degeilh:  

Disclosures: 

Nothing to disclose  

Isabelle Gagnon:  

Disclosures: 

Nothing to disclose 

Jocelyn Gravel:  

Disclosures: 

Nothing to disclose 

Marie-France Perrier: Marie-France Perrier is a Postdoctoral Fellow in the ABCs 
Developmental Neuropsychology Lab at the Université de Montréal and CHU Sainte-
Justine (Montreal, Canada). She is a speech-language pathologist whose research 
examines the impact of concussion on cognition and communication in early childhood. 
She completed her PhD in Rehabilitation Sciences at the University of Ottawa, where her 
research investigated cognitive-communication outcomes following pediatric acquired 
brain injury. She also serves on the Board of Directors of Speech-Language & Audiology 
Canada.   

Disclosures: 

Nothing to disclose 

Sean Rose: Sean Rose, MD, is a pediatric neurologist with additional training in the 
diagnosis and management of concussion. He is co-director of the Complex Concussion 
Clinic at Nationwide Children's Hospital, and associate professor of Pediatrics at The Ohio 
State University. His clinical practice focuses on concussion and other neurological 
conditions in athletes. He completed a fellowship in Sports Neurology, and he has provided 
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This study was funded by a State of Minnesota OSice of Higher Education Traumatic Brain 
Injury Grant awarded to Katy H. O'Brien. She has no other relevant financial or non-
financial disclosures to report. 

Yalian Pei: Yalian Pei is an Assistant Professor at Syracuse University.  

Disclosures: 

Financial: Salary from Syracuse University     

Non-Financial: No relevant disclosures 

Olivia Vruwink: Olivia Vruwink, MS CCC-SLP, is a doctoral candidate in the Department of 
Speech-Language-Hearing Sciences at the University of Minnesota. Her research interests 
include the role of care partners in traumatic brain injury (TBI) rehabilitation.   

Disclosures: 

Olivia Vruwink receives a salary and tuition remission from the University of Minnesota for 
her role as a graduate assistant. She has no other relevant financial or non-financial 
disclosures to report. 

 

Social Cognitive Outcomes Following Concussion in Early Childhood  

M.H. Beauchamp: 

Disclosures: 

Nothing to Disclose 

Annie Bernier:  

Disclosures: Nothing to disclose 

Brett Burstein: Dr. Burstein is an Associate Professor at McGill University in the 
Department Pediatrics and the Department of Epidemiology & Biostatistics. He received 
his M.D/Ph.D degrees from McGill University (2010) and MPH from Harvard (2018). He 
trained in General Pediatrics (2013) then Pediatric Emergency Medicine (2015) at the 
Montreal Children's Hospital, and was subsequently appointed as Clinician-Scientist at 
the McGill University Health Centre Research Institute. He is a Decision Editor for the 
Canadian Journal of Emergency Medicine, and has served on the Executive Committee of 
the Pediatric Emergency Research Canada (PERC) consortium, the Board of Directors for 
the Translating Emergency Knowledge for Kids (TREKK) network, the Research Committee 
of the Canadian Association of Emergency Physicians (CAEP). He holds a Clinical Research 
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Financial: Salary from the University of Minnesota and Allina Health Courage Kenny 
Rehabilitation.     

Non-Financial: No relevant disclosures. 

Caitlin Klukas: Caitlin Klukas is a Speech-Language Pathologist and Research Coordinator 
for the Courage Kenny Research Center. She graduated from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison with a M.S. in Speech-Language Pathology in 2013. She has worked for the 
Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute in the Transitional Rehabilitation Program for the 
past 11 years, primarily providing treatment to adults with neurological diagnoses. In 
addition, Caitlin recently obtained a M.S. degree in Software Engineering from the 
University of St. Thomas.   

Disclosures:  

This study was funded by a State of Minnesota OSice of Higher Education Traumatic Brain 
Injury Grant awarded to Katy H. O'Brien, Caitlin's supervising Principal Investigator. Caitlin 
has no other relevant financial or non-financial disclosures to report. 

Katy O'Brien: Katy H. O'Brien, PhD CCC-SLP, is a Senior Scientific Advisor with the 
Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute in Minneapolis, Minnesota, as well as an Adjunct 
Associate Professor at the University of Georgia in the department of Communication 
Sciences and Special Education. She is the past Chair of the Brain Injury Association of 
Georgia and is a member of the Academy of Neurologic Communication Disorders and 
Sciences. With expertise in cognitive and communication changes after brain injury and 
concussion, she served on the Commission for the Accreditation of Rehabilitation 
Facilities International Standards Advisory Committee to develop accreditation guidelines 
for Concussion Management programs. She is also a member of the American Congress of 
Rehabilitation Medicine, serving as faculty for their Cognitive Rehabilitation Training as well 
as their Neuroplasticity and Rehabilitation Treatment Specification System Task Forces. As 
a speech-language pathologist, she has clinical experience with people with traumatic 
brain injury (TBI) across the spectrum of recovery, from intensive care through outpatient 
rehabilitation and community re-entry. Her research addresses cognitive rehabilitation, 
psychosocial adjustment, and return to productivity after brain injury, with a particular 
focus on how communication and written language impact participation across settings. 
She also examines knowledge translation and implementation of clinical practice 
guidelines for management of communication and cognitive changes following brain injury. 
  

Disclosures: 
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Mary Vining Radomski and Joette Zola co-developed and copyrighted the Compass Course 
Guidebook.  They have received $0 from the Guidebook over the last 12 months. They have 
not and will not receive any income for participants' use of the Guidebook in studies 
conducted on the Compass Course. 

Joette Zola: Joette Zola is an Occupational Therapist that has been practiced at Courage 
Kenny Rehabilitation Institute for over 25 years specializing in Mild Traumatic Brain Injury 
and cognitive challenges associated with diagnosis of cancer. She was a clinical scientist.  
She is currently working at the Minnesota Clinic of Health and Wellness.    

Disclosures: 

Nothing to disclose 

 

Read anything good lately?": Evidence for Reduced Engagement with Leisure Texts 
after Brain Injury  

Natalie Becker: Natalie Becker is a Speech-Language Pathologist and Research 
Coordinator for the Courage Kenny Research Center. She earned her degrees from the 
University of Minnesota Duluth and University of Wisconsin - River Falls. She has been with 
the Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute for 14 years, including 9 with the Transitional 
Rehabilitation Program, where she specialized in stroke and brain injury rehabilitation. Her 
most recent experience is in the system-wide float pool, providing coverage across the full 
scope of speech-language pathology. Natalie is also the chair of CKRI's Acquired Brain 
Injury Cognition Subcommittee and recently led development of best practice guidelines 
for assessment and treatment of cognitive disorders following ABI.   

Disclosures: 

This study was funded by a State of Minnesota OSice of Higher Education Traumatic Brain 
Injury Grant awarded to Katy H. O'Brien. There are no other relevant financial or non-
financial disclosures to report. 

Natalie Covington: Natalie V. Covington, PhD CCC-SLP is an assistant professor at the 
University of Minnesota. She directs the Trajectories after Brain Injury Lab which focuses on 
long-term recovery and rehabilitation after brain injury. Her research interests include the 
role of memory in successful rehabilitation and return to purposeful living after brain injury. 
  

Disclosures: 
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Preliminary Validation of a Meaning-in-Life Scale in Adults with Concussion  

Natalie Covington: Natalie V. Covington, PhD CCC-SLP is an assistant professor at the 
University of Minnesota. She directs the Trajectories after Brain Injury Lab which focuses on 
long-term recovery and rehabilitation after brain injury. Her research interests include the 
role of memory in successful rehabilitation and return to purposeful living after brain injury.  

Disclosures: 

Financial: Salary from the University of Minnesota and Allina Health Courage Kenny 
Rehabilitation.      

Non-Financial: No relevant disclosures.  

 

Yalian Pei: Yalian Pei is an Assistant Professor at Syracuse University.   

Disclosures: 

Financial: Salary from Syracuse University    

Non-Financial: No relevant disclosures 

 

Mary Radomski: Mary Vining Radomski, PhD, FAOTA is a just-retired occupational 
therapist and rehabilitation scientist who studies purpose in life renewal after health 
transitions at Allina Health. She received her education at the University of Minnesota: BS 
in OT (1977); MS and PhD in Educational Psychology (1996, 2007). Her research has largely 
centered on cognitive assessment and treatment after brain injury and her clinical 
experience and research training set the stage for a many-year collaboration with the 
United States Army OSice of the Surgeon General - Rehabilitation and Reintegration 
Division. Informed in part by her research with Service Members, since 2016, Mary has led 
a team of clinicians and researchers who study purpose in life renewal. She has served as 
principal investigator of a number of studies evaluating a purpose renewal "intervention" 
called the Compass Course for people with cancer, COVID-19, and brain injury. Mary's 
research has fueled her lifelong passion for living with purpose, which will extend into 
retirement. Mary and colleagues now oSer the Compass Course in the community and she 
has created ChoosingPurpose.com and companion newsletter to share new research and 
her own musings on this important topic.   

Disclosures: 
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Shannon Sheppard: Dr. Sheppard is an applied cognitive scientist at Pacific Science & 
Engineering. Her research focused on uncovering the neural correlates of aphasia and 
aprosodia. More recently, her research has expanded to human-computer interaction, 
where she applies cognitive science to improve the design and evaluation of emerging 
technologies.  

Disclosures: 

Nothing to disclose 

 

Recovery and Long-term Outcome after Severe TBI and Disorders of Consciousness 

Yelena Bodien: Yelena Bodien, PhD is an assistant professor in the Division of Acute Care 
Surgery in the Department of Surgery and the Co-Director the Neuroimaging Core of the 
Critical Illness, Brain Dysfunction and Survivorship Center at Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center. She has secondary appointments as an assistant professor in the Department of 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation and the Department of Neurological Surgery.  As a 
clinical neuroscientist with expertise in brain disorders related to coma, consciousness 
and traumatic brain injury (TBI), Bodien's research focus is in applied standardized 
behavioral measures and advanced neuroimaging to improve the precision of the diagnosis 
and prognosis of severe brain injury. She is especially interested in understanding recovery 
from disorders of consciousness. 

Bodien is active in several national and international initiatives to advance knowledge 
about brain disorders to improve patient care. She co-chairs the American Congress of 
Rehabilitation Medicine Brain Injury Special Interest Group Disorders of Consciousness 
Task Force and the Neurocritical Care Society’s Curing Coma Campaign Prospective 
Studies workgroup. She also led the Curing Coma Campaign Outcomes and Endpoints 
Common Data Elements workgroup whose recommendations were recently published in 
the journal Neurocritical Care.  

For more than a decade, Bodien has been an investigator and Outcomes Core member for 
the Transforming Research and Clinical Knowledge in TBI (TRACK-TBI) study, a multicenter, 
observational investigation sponsored by the National Institutes of Health. 

Disclosures: 

NIDLIRR- salary funded by grants; DoD- salary funded by grants; NIH/NINDS- salary funded 
by grants; Salary funded by the VUMC Department of Surgical Sciences; Spaulding 
Rehabilitation Hospital, Coma Recovery Scale – revised licensing disbursement   
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Disclosures: 

The author has no disclosures or conflicts of interest.  

 

Jamila Minga: Dr. Minga is a certified speech-language pathologist, film producer, right 
hemisphere stroke advocate, and associate professor in the Department of Head and Neck 
Surgery & Communication Sciences and the Department of Neurology at Duke University 
School of Medicine. Dr. Minga 's pioneering research works include the RHDBank 
(https://rhd.talkbank.org ) and RHD Hidden Diagnosis, a film that chronicles the 
experiences of right hemisphere stroke survivors, their loved ones, and graduate clinicians 
implementing group treatment for communication impairments. The film was an oSicial 
selection of four film festivals and is now distributed by PBS. Dr. Minga's research is 
supported by the National Institutes of Health, National Institute of Deafness and 
Communication Disorders (NIH-NIDCD), an American Heart Association Grant, and a Duke 
Whitehead Scholars Award.     

Disclosures: 

Dr. Minga receives salary support from Duke  University School of Medicine and her 
research works are supported in part by grants from NIH-NIDCD, an AHA FRCS Grant, and a 
Duke University School of Medicine Whitehead Scholars Grant Award. 

 

Laura Murray: Laura L. Murray, Ph.D. is the Associate Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral 
Studies for the Faculty of Health Sciences and a Professor in the School of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders at Western University. She is an ASHA Fellow. Prior to her 
academic positions, she worked as a speech-language pathologist in both school and 
hospital settings. Her research interests include examining how cognitive deficits interact 
with the language abilities of adults with neurogenic language and communication 
disorders, and developing assessment and treatment strategies for these individuals. She 
teaches and has published and presented extensively in the fields of aphasia, right 
hemisphere disorders, dementia, traumatic brain injury, and typical aging. She co-authored 
a graduate-level textbook entitled Neurogenic disorders of language and cognition: 
Evidence-based Clinical Practice, which is now in its 3rd edition. 

Disclosures: 

Receive salary from Western University 
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Margaret Greenwald: Margaret Greenwald, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, is a faculty member in the 
Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders at Wayne State University in 
Detroit. Dr. Greenwald studies acquired cognitive-linguistic disorders, rehabilitation of 
communication in aphasia and traumatic brain injury, and brain-behavior relationships. 

Disclosures:  

I am a faculty member in the Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders at 
Wayne State University. I do not have any other disclosures to report. 

Ronelle Hewetson: Ronelle Hewetson is the A/Program Director and a Senior Lecturer in 
the Master of Speech Pathology at GriSith University. Her research focuses on optimising 
engagement in valued roles and relationships for those aSected by stroke and traumatic 
brain injury. As a founding member of the International Right Hemisphere Collaborative and 
a key contributor to the ANCDS writing group on right hemisphere stroke, Ronelle actively 
collaborates with leading researchers across Australia, USA, and Canada to advance 
knowledge and clinical practice in right hemisphere stroke. Her work also encompasses 
test development, online patient education, improving student confidence and interest to 
work well with older adults, and curriculum innovation.   

Disclosures: 

No conflicts of interest to disclose 

Melissa Johnson: Melissa Johnson, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, is a professor emeritus at Nazareth 
University in Rochester, NY, where she teaches and provides clinical education in the area 
of neurogenic communication disorders. Her research interests are in understanding the 
impacts of right hemisphere brain damage on cognitive-communication abilities, 
especially in the area of pragmatics (apragmatism), as well as co-delivered music and 
speech therapy for people with aphasia. She is a co-developer of the RHDBank, a founding 
member of the International Right Hemisphere Collaborative, and a co-developer of the 
educational website, righthemisphere.org.   

Disclosures: 

Non-financial: co-developer of the RHDBank, founding member of the International Right 
Hemisphere Collaborative, co-developer of righthemisphere.org 

Amanda Love: Dr Amanda Love is a Lecturer and Practice Education Coordinator for the 
Master of Speech Pathology program at GriSith University, Gold Coast, Australia. Her 
research interests include right hemisphere damage, mobile health, and practice 
education. Dr Love is currently the co-chair of the Asia-Pacific Education Collaboration - 
Speech-language Pathology.    
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Optimizing clinical care and research for right hemisphere brain damage: Translating 
evidence into action  

Margaret Blake: Margaret Lehman Blake is a Professor in the Department of 
Communication Sciences and Disorders at the University of Houston. Her research 
focuses on a pragmatism and cognitive-communication disorders associated with right 
hemisphere brain damage with the goal of understanding the underlying deficits and 
developing treatments. She is the author of The Right Hemisphere and Disorders of 
Cognition and Communication, a founding member of the International Right Hemisphere 
Collaborative, and the co-creator of RightHemisphere.org.    

Disclosures: 

Financial: Northern Speech Services – royalties,  Plural publishing – royalties,  Salary from 
University of Houston   

Non-Financial: Co-creator of www.righthemisphere.org, Member of ANCDS RHD Writing 
Group, Conference chair of ICCDC 2026 

Alexandra Durfee: Dr. Durfee is an ASHA-certified SLP and assistant professor in the 
Department of Speech-Language Pathology & Audiology at Towson University. Broadly, her 
research focuses on development of evidence-based assessment and treatment resources 
for post-stroke communication changes/impairments. Her current work focuses on 
apragmatism assessment and recovery as well as aprosodia treatment following right 
hemisphere stroke.  

Disclosures:  

Salary, Towson University  Member, International Right Hemisphere Collaborative; 
Academy of Neurogenic Communication Disorders and Sciences Right Hemisphere 
Damage Evidence-Based Writing Group 

Perrine Ferre: Dr. Perrine Ferré is an Establishment Researcher at the Centre Intelliance, 
CIUSSS Nord-de-l'Île-de-Montréal, where she focuses on evaluating innovations in 
healthcare settings, particularly in stroke rehabilitation and aging. Her career combines 
healthcare practice and research. She holds dual training in speech-language pathology 
(France 2006, UdeM 2008) and a PhD in Biomedical Sciences (Université de Montréal). 

Disclosures:  

Nothing to disclose 
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Disclosures: 

André served on the 2026 ICCDC program committee.  He is a compensated faculty 
member at Nevada State University.  He is the principal investigator of the Clinicians Now 
Project, which is a community development award funded by the U.S. Department of 
Education (P116Z2400340). 

 

“One website change and it's like starting from the beginning again": User 
perspectives of dynamic assessment and digital communication in traumatic brain 
injury (TBI) 

Lucy Bryant: 

Disclosures: 

This study was funded by a grant from the University of Technology Sydney. There are no 
other conflicts of interest to disclose. 

Sheree Lu: Sheree is a speech pathology PhD candidate at the University of Technology 
Sydney, supervised by Professor Emma Power and Dr Lucy Bryant. Her research project 
investigates dynamic assessment and technology-mediated communication in people with 
traumatic brain injury.    

Disclosures: 

This study was funded by a grant from the University of Technology Sydney and a PhD 
scholarship. There are no other conflicts of interest to disclose. 

Richard Poole: Richard Poole has lived experience of TBI from an accident 7 years ago. 
Since then, he has used his story to advocate for further research into brain injury, 
including being part of an advisory committee for research projects. In his spare time, he 
likes to write and play chess. 

Disclosures: 

Funding for this study was provided by a grant from the University of Technology Sydney. 

Emma Power:  

Disclosures: 

This study was funded by a grant from the University of Technology Sydney. There are no 
other conflicts of interest to disclose. 
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Disclosures: 

Nothing to disclose 

Richard Feinn: Richard Feinn, Ph.D. is a Professor in the Department of Medical Sciences 
at Quinnipiac University.  

Disclosures: 

Nothing to disclose 

Joanna Fiszdon: Dr. Fiszdon is Professor of Psychiatry at Yale University School of Medicine 
and the Director of Psychosocial Rehabilitation Psychology Services at VA Connecticut 
Healthcare System (VACHS). Her research focuses on clinical trials developing, tailoring, 
and evaluating social cognitive, cognitive, and vocational interventions for individuals with 
serious mental illness and/or substance use.    

Disclosures: 

Nothing to disclose 

Karen Le: Karen Lê, PhD, CCC-SLP, is a research and clinical speech-language pathologist 
at the VA Connecticut Healthcare System and Assistant Professor of Neurology at the Yale 
School of Medicine. She has worked with Veterans with TBI in the VA for more than 10 years 
and is a member of the Polytrauma Team at VA Connecticut.  She is also a member of the 
VA Speech Pathology TBI Work Group.  Her research interests include cognitive-
communicative disorders in TBI, discourse intervention, and the impact of mental health 
and neurologic comorbidities on cognitive-communicative functioning and functional 
outcomes.    She is a collaborator on the Defense and Veterans Brain Injury/Traumatic Brain 
Injury Center of Excellence 15-Year Longitudinal Study and is currently the Principal 
Investigator on a VA Rehabilitation Research Development and Translation grant to develop 
a narrative discourse intervention for Veterans with TBI.     

Disclosures: 

I'm salaried employee of VA Connecticut and have grant funding through the VA 
Rehabilitation Research Development and Translation (RRDT) Broad Portolio. 

Andre Lindsey: André Lindsey is an assistant professor of speech-language pathology at 
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brain injuries.   

Disclosures: 

Nothing to disclose 



2026 ICCDC Bios/Disclosures 

Anna Saylor: Anna is a doctoral candidate in the Resilient Cognitive Aging Lab at the 
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Gender-Based Violence, Intimate Partner Violence and Traumatic Brain Injury: A Pilot 
Program for Survivors with Cognitive-Communication Disorders  
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interpersonal violence through anti-oppressive and feminist frameworks. Her work focuses 
on trauma recovery and equitable access to mental health care among marginalized 



2026 ICCDC Bios/Disclosures 

TBIBank, an international digital health resource and educational platform supporting 
clinicians and researchers in assessing and treating communication diSiculties resulting 
from TBI. Dr. Bogart is a lead member of the Acquired Brain Injury Communication Lab at 
the University of Sydney.   
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Elise Bogart: Dr Elise Bogart is a senior lecturer in communication and neurological 
rehabilitation at the University of Sydney and a speech pathologist with over fifteen years of 
clinical and research experience. Her work focuses on improving communication 
outcomes for individuals with traumatic brain injury (TBI), particularly in the areas of 
discourse-level communication and cognitive-communication disorders. Dr. Bogart leads 
TBIBank, an international digital health resource and educational platform supporting 
clinicians and researchers in assessing and treating communication diSiculties resulting 
from TBI. Dr. Bogart is a lead member of the Acquired Brain Injury Communication Lab at 
the University of Sydney.   
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(CPSP) and lecturer in adult neurogenic communication disability at the University of 
Newcastle, Australia. Her research examines cognitive and social communication 
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new knowledge about early communication recovery. Dr Steel's recent work focuses on 
discourse assessments methods and development of narrative-based interventions to 
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From Classroom to Clinic: Teaching Neurogenic Communication Disorders with 
TalkBank Grand Rounds  

Elise Bogart: Dr Elise Bogart is a senior lecturer in communication and neurological 
rehabilitation at the University of Sydney and a speech pathologist with over fifteen years of 
clinical and research experience. Her work focuses on improving communication 
outcomes for individuals with traumatic brain injury (TBI), particularly in the areas of 
discourse-level communication and cognitive-communication disorders. Dr. Bogart leads 
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Peter Meulenbroek: Dr. Peter Meulenbroek is an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Communication Sciences and Disorders at Radford University and Director of the Social 
Communication and Cognitive Abilities (SCCA) Lab. His research focuses on 
understanding and improving social communication skills in individuals with traumatic 
brain injury (TBI), with particular emphasis on return-to-work outcomes and counseling 
interventions that support community reintegration and quality of life. Soft skills are 
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Frank Aphasia and TBI: What Do We Know and How Should We Manage This?  
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publishing evidence-based practice recommendations for professionals working with 
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rehabilitation at the University of Sydney and a speech pathologist with over fifteen years of 
clinical and research experience. Her work focuses on improving communication 
outcomes for individuals with traumatic brain injury (TBI), particularly in the areas of 
discourse-level communication and cognitive-communication disorders. Dr. Bogart leads 
TBIBank, an international digital health resource and educational platform supporting 
clinicians and researchers in assessing and treating communication diSiculties resulting 
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diSiculties in adults, particularly working with people who have experienced a stroke or 
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experience in her work and leads the social-ABI-ity program of research.    
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Jerry Hoepner: Dr. Jerry Hoepner, Ph.D., CCC-SLP ASHA Fellow is a Professor at the 
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E_ects of Traumatic Brain Injury in Children Ages 0-5 Years and Associations with 
Select Health Conditions and Services  
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Injury Rehabilitation: Children and Adolescents.  At Children's Healthcare, she was 
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Rehabilitation Hospital (Washington, DC), Atlanta Rehabilitation Institute, and Children's 
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Communication for Safe Care 

Melissa (Liss) Brunner: Dr. Melissa (Liss) Brunner is a Senior Lecturer and certified 
practicing speech pathologist at the University of Sydney, Australia. She has over twenty 
years of experience in the assessment and management of swallowing and 
communication diSiculties in adults, particularly working with people who have 
experienced a stroke or traumatic brain injury. Her clinical research addresses the 
complexity of the issues surrounding people with ABI using social media and how it may (or 
may not) be addressed during their rehabilitation. She feels passionately about including 
those with lived experience in her work, incorporating digital health technologies 
eSectively, and leads the social-ABI-ity research project.   
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Leanne Togher: Professor Leanne Togher is a full Professor, NHMRC Investigator Grant 
Research Fellow (Level 3) with a speech pathology background at The University of Sydney. 
Togher's work has improved management of cognitive communication disorders for people 
with brain injury, particularly in evaluating and disseminating evidence-based advances for 
people with brain injury and their families. Togher is responsible for the first 
communication partner training program for families and friends of people with brain injury 
called TBI Express which is accessed by clinicians, families, and people with brain injury 
from more than 130 countries. Togher's strong commitment to knowledge translation led to 
the 420-page TBI Express treatment manual being available from the Australasian Society 
for the Study of Brain Impairment Resources website and which is now in regular clinical 
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over 20 book chapters. She has attracted over AUD$39 million in external national and 
international grant funding including consistent NHMRC funding since 2003 and is 
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Her PhD is focusing on inpatient cognitive-communication interventions following 
traumatic brain injury, with view to investigate activities and needs from multiple 
perspectives.  

Disclosures: 

The authors have no relevant financial relationships with ineligible companies to disclose. 
Commercial support was not provided for this activity. 

Elizabeth Spencer: Dr Elizabeth Spencer is a certified practising speech pathologist 
(CPSP) and senior lecturer in speech pathology within the School of Health Sciences at the 
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Newcastle, Australia. Her research examines cognitive and social communication 
disorders after traumatic brain injury (TBI), particularly in people with severe injuries. Her 
PhD focused on cognitive-communication during post-traumatic amnesia, contributing 
new knowledge about early communication recovery. Dr Steel's recent work focuses on 
discourse assessment methods and development of narrative-based interventions to 
support social communication after TBI.  

Disclosures: 



2026 ICCDC Bios/Disclosures 

Jody Dickerson: Jody Dickerson is the Brain Injury Specialist within the Exceptional 
Student Services Unit (ESSU) at the Colorado Department of Education. She serves as the 
state consultant for learners with disabilities that stem primarily from brain injury, including 
traumatic, non-traumatic, and congenital brain injuries. She is the coordinator of the Brain 
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Co-constructing the story: Progress and new directions in the co-design of a 
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Elise Bogart: Dr Elise Bogart is a senior lecturer in communication and neurological 
rehabilitation at the University of Sydney and a speech pathologist with over fifteen years of 
clinical and research experience. Her work focuses on improving communication 
outcomes for individuals with traumatic brain injury (TBI), particularly in the areas of 
discourse-level communication and cognitive-communication disorders. Dr. Bogart leads 
TBIBank, an international digital health resource and educational platform supporting 
clinicians and researchers in assessing and treating communication diSiculties resulting 
from TBI. Dr. Bogart is a lead member of the Acquired Brain Injury Communication Lab at 
the University of Sydney.  
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the State of Colorado and named both a Trailblazer and a Changemaker by ASHA.   

Disclosures: 

Financial - Salaried employee of MSU Denver, Grant funded by MINDSOURCE (Colorado 
Department of Human Services)  Non-financial - Appointed by Governor Jared Polis to the 
Colorado TBI Trust Fund Board 
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Thursday Night Poets, and Chippewa Valley Aphasia Camp. His research addresses video 
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Beyond Prescriptive Models: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Communication in 
Progressive Neurodegenerative Syndromes 

Lealani Mae Acosta: Dr. Lealani Mae (Leah) Acosta is an Associate Professor of Neurology 
and a board-certified behavioral neurologist. Her clinical practice focuses on 
neurodegenerative memory disorders. She conducts research in cognitive disorders, 
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currently she serves as co-editor of the Humanities section of the journal Neurology and 
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BRAIN IN-COM: BRAin INjury INtensive COMprehensive treatment programProgram 
proof of concept and initial outcomes 

Grace Allison: Grace Allison is a graduate student in the Speech Language and Hearing 
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