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Department of Health Policy Website: https://tinyurl.com/ybzs2z42
Vanderbilt University School of Medicine Email: sayeh.s.nikpay@vanderbilt.edu
2525 West End Avenue Twitter: @saynikpay
Nashville, TN, 37205 Office Phone: (615) 875-9280
EDUCATION

Ph.D., Department of Health Management and Policy, University of Michigan 2010- 2014

Fields: Health Economics, Labor Economics, Economic Demography

M.P.H., Department of Health Management and Policy, University of Michigan 2007-2009

B.A., Cum Laude, Department of Biology, Macalester College 2000-2005
EMPLOYMENT

Affiliate, Data Science Institute, Vanderbilt University 2019-Present
Affiliate Center for Health Services Research, Vanderbilt University 2017-Present
Assistant Professor, Department of Health Policy, Vanderbilt University 2015- Present
Visiting Scholar, School of Public Health, University of California Berkeley 2014-2015
Postdoctoral Fellow, Institute for Healthcare Policy and Innovation 2014-2015

Staff Economist, Council of Economic Advisers, Executive Office of the President  2010-2011

FUNDED RESEARCH

National Heart Lung and Blood Institute K12 Award 2019-2020
“Medicaid Expansion and Acute Cardiovascular Care”

Summary: This project aims to estimate the effect of Medicaid expansion under the Affordable
Care Act on cardiac care in emergency departments. Outcomes include use of non-invasive
diagnostic tests among emergency department patients with chest pain, and interfacility transfer
rates for patients with ST-elevation myocardial infarction. The project also estimates the effects
of the expansion on hospitals closures and the capacity to treat acute cardiovascular events
through percutaneous coronary interventions.

Role: Principal Investigator

National Heart Lung and Blood Institute R21 2019-2021
“The Role of Insurance in Interfacility Transfers for Patients with STEMI”



Summary: This project uses hospital discharge data from the state of California to explore how
Medicaid expansion affects the probability of interfacility transfer for patients with ST-Elevation
Myocardial Infarction.

PI: Michael Ward, M.D., Ph.D., M.B.A.,

Role: Investigator

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality RO1 2018-2022
“Implications of Provider Network Design for Access, Affordability and Competition in Health
Insurance”

Summary: This project links provider and insurance network data to estimate private network
breadth and connectivity.

PI: John Graves, Ph.D.

Role: Investigator

National Cancer Institute/National Institute on Aging Supplement 2018-2020
“The Incidence of ADRD in the Southern Community Cohort Study”

Summary: This project estimates the prevalence, incidence, and site of care for Alzheimer’s
Disease and Related Dementias in the Southern Community Cohort Study.

PIl: William Blot, Ph.D.

Role: Investigator

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (Altarum) 2018-2019
“Reform of Hospital Safety-Net Subsidies to Enhance Care to Uninsured and Low-Income
Populations”

Summary: This project describes the characteristics of non-profit hospitals receiving three major
safety-net subsidies (Medicare and Medicaid disproportionate share hospital payments, and 340B
drug discounts) and their association with measures of safety-net care provision.

Role: Principal Investigator

Commonwealth Fund 2017-2018
“Understanding the Role of the 340B Program in the US Healthcare Safety-Net”

Summary: This project assesses the effect of participation in the 340B program on safety-net
care provision, Medicare revenue, and discounted drug utilization.

PI: Rena Conti, Ph.D.

Role: Investigator

Michigan Retirement Research Center 2015-2016
“Is Health Reform Affecting Retirement Yet?”

Summary: The project estimates the effect of Medicaid expansion on health insurance coverage
among adults aged 50-65 in the Health and Retirement Study.

Pl: Helen Levy, Ph.D.

Role: Investigator

AcademyHealth New Investigator Award 2017-2018
“The Impact of Increased Competition in Medicaid Managed Care: Evidence from TennCare”



Summary: The project uses a natural experiment provided by Tennessee’s Medicaid program to
estimate the effect of switching health insurance plans on utilization and spending.
Role: Principal Investigator

Russell Sage Foundation 2016-2018
“The Impact of the Affordable Care Act Medicaid Expansion on Economic Well-Being”
Summary: The project uses a difference-in-differences design to estimate the effect of Medicaid
expansion on measures of economic wellbeing among low-income households.

Role: Principal Investigator

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 2016
“Emerging Infections Program — State of Tennessee”

Summary: The project is a subcontract to explore the validity of cost data in Tennessee Medicaid
managed care data and to use the results of the validity study to estimate the cost of cervical
cancer interventions among young women in Davidson County.

PI: William Schaffner, M.D.

Role: Subcontractor

Michigan Department of Community Health 2014-2016
“Healthy Michigan Plan Evaluation”

Summary: The project evaluates the effect of Medicaid expansion in Michigan on safety-net
hospitals, including insurance mix and uncompensated care.

PI: John Ayanian, M.D., M.P.P.

Role: Subcontractor

Michigan Retirement Research Center 2015-2016
“Health Reform and Health Insurance Coverage Among Early Retirees”

Summary: The project estimates the effect of Medicaid expansion on health insurance coverage
among adults aged 50-65 in the American Community Survey.

Pl: Helen Levy, Ph.D.

Role: Investigator

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 2015-2016
“NashvilleHealth”

Summary: The project uses zip-code and count-level small area estimated health data from the
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System to assess the health impact of community health
improvement programs.”

PI: Melinda Buntin, Ph.D.

Role: Investigator

Medicaid and CHIP Payment Advisory Commission 2015
“Hospital Community Benefit Database Analysis”

Summary: The project aims to link several administrative hospital datasets, including non-profit
hospital tax returns, and describe differences in community benefit spending across hospitals for
a MACPAC report to Congress.

Role: Principal Investigator
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TEACHING
Introduction to US Health Care Policy (BA) Fall 2016, 2017, 2018
Health Policy, (BA) Spring 2017, 2018, 2019

Foundations of Healthcare Delivery: Health Economics and Policy (MD) Spring 2019, 2020

Introduction to US Health Care Policy, Guest Lecture (MPH) Fall 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019
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Health Economics, Guest Lecture (MPH) Spring 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS

2019: East-North-South-Central Health Economics Conference, Eastern Economics Association,
Pennsylvania State University Department of Health Policy Seminar, Indiana University
Purdue University Indianapolis Department of Economics Seminar, Indiana University
Health Policy Seminar, American Society of Health Economists, American Association for
Public Policy and Management.

2018: AcademyHealth, American Society of Health Economists

2017: Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, Cornell Health Economics
Seminar, Poynter Institute, Southern Economic Association Meetings, University of
Chicago CHESS Seminar, University of Michigan WIDTH Seminar

2016: AcademyHealth Health Economics Interest Group Meetings, American Society of Health
Economists, Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, National Tax
Association Conference

2015: Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management, Population Association of
America Conference, University of California Robert Wood Johnson Health Policy
Seminar

2013: Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality National Student Research Award Conference,
University of Michigan Center for Health Outcomes and Policy Seminar, University of
Michigan Panel Study of Income Dynamics Seminar

2012: University of Michigan Robert Wood Johnson Health Policy Seminar

2011: Consumer Expenditure Survey Data Users Workshop

2009: Population Association of America Conference

ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS

Business Insider DC Power Player List 2019
Academy Health New Investigator Award 2016-2017
University of Michigan Rackham Merit Fellowship 2009-2014
University of Michigan Population Studies Center Traineeship 2010-2014

University of Michigan Rackham Graduate Student Research Award 2013



Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality T-32 Traineeship 2011-2012

University of Michigan Population Studies Center Grant 2010
University of Michigan School of Public Health Dean’s Scholarship 2007-2009
Macalester College Charles & Ellora Allis & Wilma Leonard Scholarship 2001-2005

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Journal Reviewer: Demography, Health Affairs, Industrial Relations, Journal of Health
Economics, Health Economics, American Journal of Health Economics, Journal of Hospital
Medicine, Journal of Public Economics, New England Journal of Medicine, Medical Care, Journal
of the American Medical Association

Grant Reviewer: Russell Sage Foundation, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Abstract Reviewer: AcademyHealth Annual Research Meeting, American Society of Health
Economists Annual Research Meeting

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Economic Association, Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management,
Population Association of America

Note: Student collaborators are underlined.
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