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Complex syntax is an essential piece
of language development for building
academic and social skills. Generally,
typically developing children produce
most complex syntax types by age 4.

However, complex syntax is an area of
need for many deaf and hard of

hearing children (DHH). DHH children
are more likely to produce less

complex syntax than their typically
developing peers.

We analyzed how different language
sampling contexts affect complex syntax

production in 42 DHH children who use
spoken English. The current results show

that conversation has the greatest
density of complex syntax compared with

narrative and play contexts. Consider
collecting conversation language

samples to analyze all complex syntax
types. However, play language samples

may be more helpful for capturing
emerging complex syntax.
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