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daniel.claassen@vumc.org 

 

 

Education  

 

• University of Georgia (Athens, GA), Bachelor of Music, cum laude with honors (8/95-5/99) 

• University of Georgia (Athens, GA), Masters of Science, Nutrition and Biochemistry (7/99-8/01) 

• The Medical College of Georgia (Augusta, GA), Medical Doctorate, (8/01-5/05) 

• University of Virginia, Masters of Science, Clinical Research, (7/09-6/11) 

 

Postgraduate training 

 

• Mayo Clinic, Rochester MN, Preliminary Medicine Resident (6/05-6/06) 

• Mayo Clinic, Rochester MN, Neurology Resident (7/06-6/09) 

• University of Virginia, Neurodegeneration, Mentor: G. Frederick Wooten (7/09-6/11) 

Licensure and Certification:  

• State of Minnesota (2006-2008) 

• Commonwealth of Tennessee, License number: 47418 (2011-present) 

• Diplomat of the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology (2010-present) 

• UCNS Behavioral Neurology and Neuropsychiatry (2012-present) 

Board Certifications 

 

1. USMLE Step 1 2003  

2. USMLE Step 2 CK 2004  

3. USMLE Step 2 CS 2005  

4. USMLE Step 3 2006  

5. American Board of Neurology and Psychology, 2009 

6. Behavioral Neurology and Neuropsychiatry (United Council for Neurologic Subspecialties), 2012 

Academic Appointments:  

• Instructor of Neurology, Mayo Clinic, Rochester MN, (7/08-6/09) 

• Instructor of Neurology, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA (7/09-6/11) 

• Assistant Professor of Neurology, Vanderbilt University, (7/11- 2/17) 

• Associate Professor of Neurology, with tenure, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (3/17-

present) 
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Hospital Appointments  

• Mayo Clinic, Rochester MN, Instructor of Neurology (7/08-6/09) 

• University of Virginia Health System, Clinical Instructor of Neurology (7/09-6/11) 

• Vanderbilt University, Assistant Professor of Neurology (7/11- 2/17) 

• Vanderbilt University Medical Center, Associate Professor of Neurology (3/17- present) 

• Chief, Behavioral and Cognitive Neurology, Vanderbilt University Medical Center (07-2018-

present) 

Professional Organizations:  

• American Academy of Neurology 

• American Neurological Association 

• Movement Disorder Society 

• Huntington’s Study Group 

• Society for Neuroscience 

• Southern Clinical Neurological Society 

Professional Activities:  

Intramural 

• Director, Cognitive and Behavioral Neurology Fellowship (2014- present) 

• Director, Huntington Disease Center of Excellence (2015- present) 

• Member, Neurology Residency Program Evaluation Committee (2016-present) 

• Member, Lab formulary committee (2017-present) 

• Division Chief, Behavior and Cognitive Neurology, (2018-present) 

Extramural 

• American Academy of Neurology: Distance Learning Subcommittee. (2009 - 2012) 

• Neurology on the Hill, Washington DC (2008 -2012) 

• Huntington’s Study Group. Education Committee (2016 - 2018) 

• Huntington’s Study Group. Continuing Medical Education steering committee (2016 - 2018) 

• Movement Disorders Society, Evidence Based Medicine Committee, Huntington’s Disease 

Subgroup (2016 - 2018) 

• Huntington’s Study Group. Credentials Committee (2014 - present) 

• Southern Clinical Neurological Society: Scientific Programing Chair (2016 - present) 

• ENROLL-HD Care Improvement Committee (2016 - present) 

• ENROLL-HD Scientific Oversight Committee (2018 - present) 

• Editor, HD Insights (2018 - present) 

• Associate Editor, Mayo Clinic Proceedings (2019 - present) 

 

Clinician Investigator Roles 

• Principle Investigator: Biomarkers for the progression if Multiple Systems Atrophy (bioMUSE) 

(2020-present) 

• Co-Principle Investigator: RECLAIM-DCP. A global multicenter study determining the efficacy 

of tetrabenazine for the treatment of dyskinetic cerebral palsy. (2019-present) 
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• Coordinating Investigator: PRECISION-HD: an allele specific antisense oligomer for disease 

modification in Huntington Disease (2018-present) 

• Coordinating Investigator: ARTISTS A global multicenter study assessing the treatment of 

Tourette Syndrome. (2016-2020) 

Ad Hoc Reviews: 

(1) Selected Journals (more than 3 reviews per journal over the last 5 years) 

• Annals of Neurology 

• Brain 

• Brain Research 

• Cortex 

• Dementia and Geriatric Cognitive Disorders 

• JAMA Neurology 

• Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery, and Psychiatry 

• Journal of Nuclear Medicine 

• Movement Disorders  

• Neurodegenerative Diseases 

• Neurology 

• Neuroimage 

• Neuroimage Clinical 

• Neuropsychologia 

• Journal of Parkinson’s Disease 

• Journal of Huntington’s Disease 

• Parkinson’s disease and related disorders 
 

(2) Grant Review  

 

• Israel Science Foundation (2012-2013) 

• Neurological Foundation of New Zealand (2013-2016) 

• American Academy of Neurology, Clinical Research Training grants (2013-present) 

• Medical Research Council, United Kingdom (2016--present) 

• Brain Disorders & Clinical Neuroscience, ad hoc member (2016-present) 

• Clinical Neuroscience and Neurodegeneration Study Section, ad hoc member (2016-2020) 

• Clinical Neuroscience and Neurodegeneration Study Section, appointed member (2020-2026) 
 

Teaching Activities:  

Invited Lectures 

“Alterations to Risk and Reward in Parkinson Disease” March 17th, 2011.  Department of Neurology, 

Georgia Health Sciences University, Augusta, GA. Presentation of research regarding medication-

influenced cognitive processes in Parkinson Disease patients with Impulsive Compulsive Behaviors. 
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“Dopamine Effects on Ventral Striatal Processes” April 29th, 2011. Department of Public Health Sciences, 

University of Virginia, Charlottesville VA. Presentation of data regarding Parkinson Disease patients with 

Impulsive Compulsive Behaviors. 

 

“Elucidating Fronto-striatal changes in Parkinson Disease Patients” May 27th, 2011. Department of 

Neurology, Georgetown University, Washington DC. Presentation of research regarding action-control 

processes in Parkinson Disease patients. 

 

“Impulsive Compulsive Behaviors in Parkinson Disease” January 24th, 2012. Department of Psychiatry, 

University of Virginia, Charlottesville VA. Presentation of research regarding clinical and cognitive 

characterization of patients with Impulsive Compulsive Behaviors and Parkinson Disease. 

 

“Imaging Behavioral Problems in Parkinson’s Disease” Vanderbilt University Imaging Institute Seminar, 

June 2013. 

 

“Updates in the treatment of Dementia with Lewy Bodies” Contemporary Clinical Neurology 

Symposium, Hilton Head, SC, July 2013 

 

“Opportunities to Participate in Parkinson’s Disease Research” The Michael J. Fox Foundation, Southeast 

Clinical Trials Fair, February 2014. 

 

"Huntington’s Disease: Therapy for Chorea in the Long Term Care Setting" American Medical Directors 

Association, (AMDA). Nashville TN, February 2014. 

 

“Impulsive and Compulsive Disorders in Parkinson’s Disease” Grand Rounds. Department of Neurology 

University of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham AL, April 2014 

 

“Cognition and Huntington’s Disease ” Huntington’s Disease Society of America, 29th Annual 

Convention” Louisville, KY, June 2014. 

 

“Cognition and Huntington’s Disease – Managing Cognitive Problems” Huntington’s Disease Society of 

America, 29th Annual Convention. Louisville, KY, June 2014. 

 

“Cortical changes with Parkinson’s Disease: getting older, and longer duration” Movement Disorders 

Grand Rounds, Department of Neurology, University of Florida, Gainesville FL, February 2015 

 

“Update on Huntington’s Disease and Emerging Therapies” Contemporary Clinical Neurology 

Symposium, Hilton Head, SC, July 2015 

 

“Impulsive and Compulsive Behaviors in Parkinson’s Disease.” Grand Rounds. Department of 

Psychiatry, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, October, 2015 

 

“Impulsive and Compulsive Behaviors in Parkinson’s Disease.” Grand Rounds. Department of 

Neurology, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT, November, 2015 

 

“Multiple Systems Atrophy, and Treatment for Autonomic Disorders” Southern Clinical Neurology, West 

Palm Beach, January 2016 

 

“Impulsive and Compulsive Behaviors in Parkinson’s Disease.” Grand Rounds. Department of 

Neurology, University of Tennessee, Memphis, TN April 1st, 2016 
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“Behavioral changes in Parkinson’s Disease”  Grand Rounds. Department of Neurology, Mayo Clinic, 

Jacksonville, TN November 30th, 2017 

 

“Insights into Impulsivity” Neurology Seminar. Department of Neurology, Columbia University, New 

York, NY March 27th, 2018 

 

“Problem behaviors and their treatment Huntington’s Disease” Huntington’s Disease Society of America, 

Annual Convention” Boston, MA, June 27th, 2019. 

 

“Advances in Multiple Systems Atrophy clinical research” Multiple Systems Atrophy Patient and Family 

Annual conference, Orlando FL, September 12th, 2019 

“Dopamine, the Reward Circuit, and Impulsive behavior in Parkinson Disease” Grand Rounds, 

Department of Neurology, Yale, New Haven, October 18th, 2019 

 

“Huntington’s Disease Inights of the year.” Huntington Study Group Annual meeting, Sacremento, CA 

November 3rd, 2019 

 

 

Medical School Teaching 

 

“Parkinsonism” November, 2011, 2013. Department of Neurology—Medical Student Lecture Series 

Vanderbilt University 

 

“Age Associated Memory Impairment” Brain, Behavior, and Movement (BBM), November 26th, 2013 

 

“Impulse Control Disorders” Brain, Behavior, and Movement (BBM), December 11th, 2013 

 

“Non-motor aspects of Parkinson’s Disease” Brain, Behavior, and Movement (BBM). June 5th, 2014 

 

"Delirium, dementia, and amnestic syndromes", Brain, Behavior, and Movement (BBM), June 16th, 2014 

 

“Memory and Dementia” Brain, Behavior, and Movement (BBM) June 10th, 2015. 

 

 

Graduate School Teaching 

 

“Mesocorticolimbic (dys) function in Parkinson disease” November, 2012, 2014, 2016. Graduate Course: 

NURO 366. Seminar in Neuroscience Vanderbilt University. Lecture outlining approaches to 

understanding mesocorticolimbic function in Parkinson disease.  

 

“Overview of the Cerebral Cortex” 2015, 2017. Graduate Course: NURO345 Seminar in Neuroscience 

Vanderbilt University. 

 

“Dementia and the differential diagnosis” 2016, 2017, 2018 Graduate seminar: Neurobiology of Disease, 

Vanderbilt University 

 

“Cognitive changes in Parkinson’s Disease and Dementia with Lewy Bodies” 2017, 2018, 2019 Graduate 

seminar: Neurobiology of Disease, Vanderbilt University  

 

Resident Teaching  
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“Approach to the atypical parkinsonian patient” September, 2011, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2019. Department of 

Neurology, Vanderbilt University. Lecture guided to Residents and Fellows as part of the Movement 

Disorder Lecture Series. 

 

“Diagnostic Aids in the Dementia Work-up” March, 2012, 2014, 2016, 2018 Department of Neurology, 

Vanderbilt University. Grand Rounds Review biomarkers, clinical approach, and differential diagnosis of 

common memory complaints. 

 

“Essentials of the Proper Diagnosis of Mild Cognitive Impairment, Dementia, and Major Subtypes of 

Dementia.” Monday Noon Educational Conference Series, Vanderbilt University Medical Center, 

Nashville, TN, April, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2019. 

 

“Approach to Dementia and Delirium” Internal Medicine Residency Lecture Series. June, 2014, 2015, 

2016, 2017, 2018. 

 

“Motor and Gait Changes in Aging” Vanderbilt Geriatric Psychiatry Lecture, November 2014, 2015, 

2016, 2017, 2018 

 

 

Clinical Teaching 

 

Medical Student 3rd Year Subspecialty Neurology Rotation: Medical Students learn the approach to 

evaluating patients with disorders affecting cognition, behavior, and memory. Emphasis is made on 

application of bedside cognitive testing and development of a differential diagnosis. (2012-2018) 

 

Neurology Resident Subspecialty Series: Residents rotate through the Cognitive and Behavioral 

Neurology Subspecialty Clinic once a week, for 1 month. Emphasis is made on developing a diagnostic 

plan, integrating and interpreting Neuropsychology assessment, learning the utility of neuroimaging and 

genetic work-up, and developing treatment plans. (2013-2018) 

 

 

 

Research Supervision (Designated as content area mentor or primary mentor) 

 

“Mechanism of Neuronal Manganese transport and toxicity”  

Graduate Student: Kevin Kumar MD, PhD (2012-2014) 

Role: Content area mentor, Neuroscience PhD Thesis Committee 

Current position: Neurosurgery resident, Stanford University. 

 

“Amyloid and FDG PET Imaging in Alzheimer’s Disease”  

Postdoctoral Student: Sepideh Shokouhi PhD (2012-2014) 

Role: Content area mentor 

Current Position: Research Assistant Professor, Vanderbilt University Medical Center 

 

“Reward learning and perseveration is influenced by Dopamine therapy in Parkinson Disease”  

Undergraduate Student: Lydia Qualis (2011-2012)  

Role: Primary mentor, Vanderbilt Honors Thesis Supervisor 

Current Position: Neuropsychology graduate student, University of Mississippi  

 

“Imaging Structure and Function in Parkinson’s and Alzheimer Disease”  

Postdoctoral Student: Swati Rane PhD (2013-2015) 
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Role: Content area and primary mentor 

Current Position: Research Assistant Professor, University of Washington 

 

“ApoE and Alzheimer Disease” HHMI/VUMC Certificate Program in Molecular Medicine 

Postdoctoral Student: Yuanli Song PhD (2013-2014)  

Role: Content area mentor 

Current Position: Staff Scientist, Astra Zeneca 

 

“Assessments of motor and cognitive impulsivity” 

Postdoctoral student: Nelleke van Wouwe, PhD (2012-2016) 

Role: Primary mentor 

Current position: Assistant Professor, Neurology, University of Louisville 

 

“Norepinephrine Effects on Cognition in Parkinson’s Disease” 

Clinical Fellow: Katherine McDonnel, MD (2014-2017) 

Role: Primary mentor: Cognitive and Behavioral Fellowship Director  

Current position: Assistant Professor of Neurology, Clinical-educator track, Vanderbilt University 

Medical Center 

 

“White matter imaging in aging and degeneration” 

Mentee: Meher Juttukonda, PhD (2015-present) 

Role: Content area mentor 

Current position: Postdoctoral student, Vanderbilt University Medical Center 

 

“Biological determinants of tremor manifestation” 

Mentee: Giulia Franco, MD (2016-2017) 

Role: Primary mentor: clinical research fellowship 

Current position: Faculty Neurologist, Milan, Italy 

 

“Advanced imaging methods in neurodegeneration: assessing disease related changes to melanin, 

magnetization transfer, and neurochemical function.” 

Mentee: Paula Trujillo, PhD (2016 – present)  

Role: Primary research mentor 

Current position: Postdoctoral student, Vanderbilt University Medical Center 

 

“Functional Imaging in Parkinson’s disease” 

Graduate Student: Kalen Petersen (2016-2019) 

Role: Primary mentor 

Current position: Postdoctoral Fellow, Vanderbilt University Medical Center 

 

“Advanced Statistical Methods for the study of Neurodegeneration” 

Graduate Student Mentee: Allison Hainline (2016-2019) 

Role: Content area mentor 

Current position: PhD candidate (Biostatistics), Vanderbilt University 

 

“Discourse and motor speech changes in patients with Huntington’s Disease” 

Graduate Student: Sarah Diel, MS CF-SLP (2016-present) 

Role: Content area mentor 

Current position: PhD candidate (Speech and language pathology),  Vanderbilt University Medical Center 

 

“Improving methods for magnetic resonance imaging segmentation” 
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Graduate Student: Camilo Bermudez Noguera, BS (2016-present) 

Role: Content area mentor 

Current position: MD/ PhD candidate (Biomedical engineering)  

 

“Identifying and treating neuropsychiatric symptoms in Huntington’s Disease” 

Mentee: Jessie Sellers, NP (2016-2019) 

Role: Primary mentor 

Current position: Postdoctoral Fellow, Vanderbilt University 

 

“Manganese biology in Huntington’s Disease”  

Student: Miles Bryan (2017- 2019)  

Role: F31 co-mentor (mentor), Neuroscience PhD Thesis Committee  

Current position: Postdoctoral fellow, University of North Carolina 

 

“Neural networks, psychosis, and social behavior in dementing disorders” 

Junior Faculty Mentee: Ryan Darby (2017-present) 

Role: Primary research mentor 

Current position: Assistant Professor of Neurology (tenure track), Vanderbilt University Medical Center 

 

“Risk taking behavior in Huntington Disease” 

Junior faculty: Katherine McDonnel, MD (2018-present) 

Role: Primary mentor: 

Current position: Assistant Professor of Neurology, Clinical-educator track, Vanderbilt University 

Medical Center 

 

“Biomarkers of sensory processing in Tourette Syndrome” 

Junior faculty: David Issacs, MD (2019-present) 

Role: Primary mentor 

Current position: Assistant Professor of Neurology, Clinical-educator track, Vanderbilt University 

Medical Center 

 

 

Research Funding:  

 

Active Grants 

 

1R01AG062574  (Claassen, Donahue, mPI)         04/01/2020 - 03/31/2025 

National Institute on Aging      $600,651   

Quantitative Imaging of Brain Glymphatic Function in Humans 

The goal of this work is to apply novel imaging approaches to quantify relationships between 

physiological hallmarks of Alzheimer’s disease related dementia (ADRD) and central nervous system 

(CNS) lymphatic function in humans. 

Role: co- Principal Investigator 

 

W81XWH-19-1-0812 Claassen (PI)     10/01/2019 – 09/30/2022 

Department of Defense        $1,500,000.00 

Effects of Exercise on Glymphatic Functioning and Neurobehavioral Correlates in Parkinson’s Disease 

This department of defense grant assesses the role of the glymphatic system, a recently-discovered novel 

waste clearance pathway, in patients with Parkinson’s Disease (PD), to understand whether improvements 

in motor and cognitive function observed following exercise can be attributed to this system. 

Role: Principal Investigator 
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Griffin Foundation (PI: Claassen, DO)    07/01//2018-06/30/2020 

Griffin Foundation        $350,000.00 

Engaging children in Huntington’s disease families 

This study assesses how children of HD families manage stress, the fear of HD, and interact with their 

parents. It focuses on cognitive and behavioral mechanisms of resilience that predict function. 

 

R01 NS097783 (PI: Claassen, DO)     08/01/2016 – 05/31/2021 

NIH/NINDS        $451,110.00 

Biological Determinants of Impulsivity in Parkinson’s Disease 

The work assesses the biophysical, physiological and molecular relationships determining susceptibility 

to medication-induced behavioral changes in PD. Completion of this study will provide the basis for a 

novel cognitive and imaging approach that will ultimately improve the quality and care of PD patients. 

Role: PI 

 

VUMC74378 (PI: Claassen, DO)     05/15/2019-06/15/2021 

Huntington Study Group      $172,604.00 

KINECT-HD 
The primary objective of this study is to assess the efficacy of valbenazine on the treatment of chorea in 

Huntington disease. The investigator is the Co-PI of a global study, with 46 sites. 

Role: co-PI 

 

VUMC41577 (PI: Claassen, DO)     04/11/2014 – 05/01/2022 

CHDI Foundation       $627,500.00 

Enroll-HD: A Prospective Registry Study in a Global Huntington Disease (HD) Cohort  
The primary objective of Enroll-HD is to develop a comprehensive repository of prospective and systematically 

collected clinical research data (demography, clinical features, family history, genetic characteristics) and 

biological specimens (blood) from individuals with manifest HD, unaffected individuals known to carry the HD 

mutation or at risk of carrying the HD mutation, and control research participants (e.g., spouses, siblings or 

offspring of HD mutation carriers known not to carry the HD mutation). Enroll-HD is conceived as a broad-based 

and long-term project to maximize the efficiencies of non-clinical research and participation in clinical research. 

With over 200 sites in roughly 30 countries, Enroll HD will be the largest database available for HD researchers. 

Role: Site Investigator 

 

HD Center of Excellence (PI: Claassen, DO)     01/01/16 – 12/31/22 

Huntington’s Disease Society of America     $80,000.00 

Level 1 Center of Excellence grant to promote the establishment of an interdisciplinary care model for 

patients with Huntington’s Disease. 

Role: PI 

 

VUMC75461 (PI: Claassen, DO)     10/01/2019-09/30/2021 

Alterity Therapeutics       $450,000.00 

bioMUSE, a longitudinal study assessing the natural history of possible Multiple Systems Atrophy. 
The Major goals of this study are to develop clinical, biofluid, and imaging biomarkers of disease 

progression in patients with possible MSA. 

Role: PI 

 

Current Clinical Trials 

 

VUMC221011 (Site Investigator: Claassen, DO)   10/01/2019- ongoing 

Genentech/Roche       $2,439,621.70 
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A Phase 3, multi-center, randomized, double-blind, placebo controlled study in subjects manifest 
Huntington disease to assess the efficacy of BN40955 on reducing disease progression. 

Role: Site Investigator 

 

VUMC55170 (Site Investigator: Claassen, DO)    10/01/2015 – ongoing 

Vaccinex         $1,220,000.00 

A Phase 2, multi-center, randomized, double-blind, placebo controlled study in subjects with late prodromal and 

early manifest Huntington disease (HD) to assess the safety, tolerability, pharmacokinetics, and efficacy of 
VX15/2503 

Role: Site Investigator 

 

VUMC59776 (Site Investigator: Claassen, DO)    12/01/2016 - 11/22/2020 

AbbVie         $3,282,800.00 

AbbVie M15-562, M15-563 

The Major Goals of this project are to assess the impact of the investigational anti-tau antibody on 

symptom progression in Progressive Supranuclear Palsy. 

Role: Site Investigator 

 

VUMC61850 (Site Investigator: Claassen, DO)    05/21/2018-02/07/2020  

Wave Life Science        $375,450.00 

Treating Single Nucleotide Polymorphisms rs362307 (T/C) and rs362331(T/C) in Patients with 
Huntington’s Disease, using an antisenseoligomer approach 

The Major Goals of this project are to determine the prevalence of the common polymorphisms in HD 

patients, and to perform a phase 1 study of assess the safety, tolerability, pharmacokinetics of the 

investigational compound in early manifest Huntington disease patients 

Role: Site Investigator 

 

VUMC61125 (Site Investigator: Claassen, DO)    05/21/2018-02/07/2020  

Wave Life Science       $63,953.00 

WAVE Huntington's Disease Clinical Protocol Development 
The Major Goals of this project are to develop a protocol for Antisense Oligonucleotide treatments for 

HD patients using an investigational ASO compound.  

Role: Scientific Advisory Committee 

 

Completed Funding 

K23 NS080988 (PI: Claassen, DO)     09/01/2013 – 08/31/2018  

NIH/NIINDS        $186, 000.00 

Dopamine Effects on Mesocorticolimbic Function in Parkinson Disease.  

The specific aims of the proposal are: (1) to characterize the elements of reward-motivated decision-

making that underlie Impulsive Compulsive Behaviors in Parkinson Disease patients, and (2) to examine 

D2-like receptors in Parkinson Disease patients with and without Impulsive Compulsive Behaviors. 

Role: PI 

 

VUMC 54580 (PI: McDonnel, KE)     07/01/2016 – 06/30/2018 

Lundbeck Foundation       $150,000.00 

Parkinson’s Disease patients suffer from early and clinically significant cognitive impairment. This study 

tests the hypothesis that noradrenergic therapy, namely Droxidopa, can improve action control and motor 

inhibition. We will conduct an open-label therapeutic intervention using Droxidopa, and evaluate 

response using functional MRI and cognitive neuroscience outcomes of motor control. 

Role: Co-Investigator 
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VUMC76986 (Site Investigator: Claassen, DO)    08/01/2018-10/01/2019 

Cerecor         $52,617.00 

Phase I study of CERC-301, an NMDA receptor antagonist, being developed for the treatment of symptomatic 

neurogenic orthostatic hypotension (nOH) in Parkinson’s Disease. 

CERC-301 is an orally available, NR2B-specific, NMDA receptor antagonist being developed for the treatment of 

symptomatic neurogenic orthostatic hypotension (nOH). NMDA receptor overactivation is associated with many 

neurodegenerative diseases, including Parkinson's disease. 

 

VUMC60500 (Site Investigator: Claassen, DO)    03/13/2017 - 03/12/2018 

Avid Radiopharmaceuticals, Inc.     $169,186.00 

A Clinico-Pathological Study of the Correspondence Between 18F-AV-1451 PET Imaging and Post-
Mortem Assessment of Tau Pathology 

The Major Goals of this project are to assess the correspondence of tau tracer with autopsy findings. 

Role: Site Investigator 

 

VUMC57713 (PI: Claassen, DO)     11/01/2014 – 11/01/2017 

Biomarkers Across Neurodegenerative Disease    $140,000.00 

Cortical and functional distinctions in Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s Disease  

The overall goal of this work is to integrate MRI data from ADNI and PPMI cohorts to test fundamental 

hypotheses about Alzheimer’s disease (AD) and Parkinson’s disease (PD) pathology. To accomplish this, 

we will apply advanced imaging computational methods to compare tissue atrophy and functional deficits 

with alpha synuclein (a-SYN) concentration and APOE status in patients with early-stage AD and PD.  

Role: PI 

 

VUMC61124 (Site Investigator: Claassen, DO)    06/07/2017 - 06/06/2018  

Bristol-Myers Squibb Company      $474,772.00 

A Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled, Parallel-Group Study to Evaluate the Efficacy and 

Safety of Intravenously Administered BMS compound.  
The Major Goals of this project are to assess the impact of the investigational anti-tau antibody on 

symptom progression in Progressive Supranuclear Palsy. 

Role: Site Investigator 

 

VUMC42856 (Site Investigator: Claassen, DO)    05/01/2014 – 08/31/2015 

Auspex Pharmaceuticals      $127,629.00 

A Randomized, Double Blind, Placebo Controlled Study of SD-809 Extended Release for the Treatment of 

Chorea associated with Huntington Disease 

Role: Site Investigator 

 

VUMC42856 (Site Investigator: Claassen, DO)    05/01/2014 – 05/01/2017 

Auspex Pharmaceuticals      $278,800.00 

An Open-Label, Long Term Safety Study of SD-809 ER in Subjects With Chorea Associated With 

Huntington Disease 

Role: Site Investigator 

 

VUMC55065 (Site Investigator: Claassen, DO)    08/01/2015 – 10/05/2016 

C2N Diagnostics       $277,510.00 

A Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled, Single Ascending Dose Study to Assess the Safety, 

Tolerability, and Pharmacokinetics of C2N-8E12 in Subjects with Progressive Supranuclear Palsy  
Role: Site Investigator 

 

Vanderbilt Physician Scientist Development (PI: Claassen, DO) 07/01/2012 – 09/01/2013 
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Dopamine Effects on Mesocorticolimbic Function in Parkinson Disease $100,000.00 

Role: PI 

 

VUMC40270 (Site Investigator: Claassen, DO)   04/01/2013 – 06/30/2014 

Teva Neuroscience        $69,992.00 

A 24-Week, Multicenter, Randomized, Double-blind, Placebo-Controlled, Add-on, Parallel-Group Study 
to Assess the Effect of Rasagiline on Cognition in Patients with Parkinson’s Disease. 

Role: Site Investigator 

 

1S10OD023543-01 (PI: Manning)      04/11/2017 - 04/10/2018 

NIH/OD         $359,000.00 

Radiochemistry Equipment for Molecular Imaging Tracer Production 

The Major Goals of this project are to purchase a cyclotron to enhance ligand production for PET studies 

in neurologic disorders. 

Role: Sub-Investigator 

 

VUMC (PI: Hedera)        07/01/2016 – 12/31/2017  

Massachusetts General Hospital      $29,928.00 

An Exploratory Phase II Study to Determine the Tolerability, Safety, and Activity of a Novel Vasopressin 1a 

Receptor Antagonist (SRX246) in Irritable Subjects with Huntington Disease (HD) 

Role: Sub-Investigator 
 

Clinical Research Training Fellowship (PI: Claassen)   07/01/2009 – 06/30/2011 

American Academy of Neurology     $110,000.00 

Impulse Control Disorders and Parkinson’s Disease: the effect of dopamine therapy on Decision-Making 

and Response Inhibition  

This study examined the role of Dopamine Agonists on risk taking, reward learning, motor impulsivity, 

and inhibitory control in Parkinson Disease patients with and without Impulse Control Disorder.  

Role: PI 

 

Collaboration Development Award (PI: Claassen)   06/01/2010-07/01/2010 
British Council        $7,000.00 

Motor Timing in Parkinson Disease 

This collaboration evaluated alterations to motor timing in Parkinson Disease. Using the paced finger-

tapping task, the study showed that PD patients distinguish themselves from non-PD patients when 

tapping at faster tempos, and focused on medication effects on performance. 

Role: PI 

 

Tourette Syndrome Association (Co-PI Wylie SA, Claassen DO) 07/01/2009 – 06/30/2011 

TSA Foundation       $40,000.00 

Deficits and Temporal Dynamics of Inhibitory Control over Voluntary and Involuntary Actions in 

Tourette Syndrome. 

Since it is well known that Tourettes syndrome and chronic motor tic disorder patients have difficulties 

with controlling an urge to make a movement, this study focused on identifying inhibitory control 

processes in patients with motor tics, and also extended the work to vocal inhibitory function in vocal tics. 

Role:Co-PI 

 

Mayo Clinic Small Grants (PI: Claassen)    07/01/2007 – 06/30/2009 

Mayo Clinic Foundation      $20,000.00 

Clinical Utility of (11c) - PIB Imaging in Patients with Autonomic Dysfunction, REM Behavior Disorder, 

and Parkinsonism: Distinguishing Lewy Body Dementia From Multiple System Atrophy.  
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In this study, patients differentiated by Multiple Systems Atrophy and Diffuse Lewy Body Disease were 

prospectively identified with similar sleep, autonomic, and movement disorder symptoms, and then 

assessed using both glucose metabolism and amyloid imaging PET. 

Role: PI 

 

American Parkinson’s Disease Association (PI: Claassen)  12/01/2009- 06/30/2011 

APDA Foundation       $3,000.00 

Rhythm in Parkinson’s: perception and production deficits 
Role: PI 

 

National Institutes of Health (NIH)      08/01/2011-07/31/2015 

Clinical Loan Repayment Program (LRP) National Institute on Aging.  $150,000.00  

 

Articles in Refereed Journals: 

 

1. Everts HB, Claassen DO, Hermoyian CL, Berdanier CD  Nutrient-gene interactions: dietary vitamin 
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