Penicillin G Benzathine (Bicillin® L-A) IM
Injectable Shortage:

Situation:

Penicillin G benzathine (Bicillin® L-A) is on national shortage with an anticipated resolution in 2024. Bicillin® L-A 2.4
million units (MU) is the recommended, first line treatment for syphilis and the only recommended treatment for
syphilis in pregnancy.

Background:
e 1.2 and 2.4 MU syringes are expected to have weekly releases through 2023 although there may be
periods of reduced supply.
e 600,000 unit syringes are on critical shortage with resolution anticipated in April 2024.

Assessment:
e Bicillin® L-A will be restricted to treatment of syphilis in adults and infants/children:
o Conserve first line options for primary, secondary, tertiary, early and latent syphilis.
o Conserve the only option for pregnant patients exposed to or diagnosed with syphilis.
e  Clinicians should pursue alternative oral options for patients with streptococcal pharyngitis or rheumatic
fever during this time of shortage.

Recommendations:
e An LMA will be placed on all Bicillin® L-A orders.

Alternative Recommended

You selected

penicillin G benzathine (BICILLIN-LA) 1.2 Million Units injection 2 mL: 1.2 Million Units, intraMUSCULAR, Once, today at 1330, For 1 dose FOR
DEEP INTRAMUSCULAR INJECTION ONLY. Dorsogl | or ventrogl | leisr ded for deep IM admini: ion. DO NOT
administer in deltoid. Pharmacist may adjust the dose according to the patient’s renal fi ion per the Ph ist Antimicrobial Renal Dose

Adjustment Protocol: Yes

Penicillin G benzathine injection on national shortage and supply is limited

Please restrict ordering to the following indications
1. Syphilis treatment

Clinicians should pursue alternative oral options for patients with streptococcal pharyngitis or rheumatic fever during this time of shortage

Alternatives
Alternative
NON FORMULARY

Continue with

penicillin G benzathine (BICILLIN-LA) 1.2 Million Units injection 2 mL: 1.2 Million Units, intraMUSCULAR, Once, today at 1330, For 1 dose FOR D

X Remove Order

e An order attestation will also be added to confirm Bicillin® L-A for syphilis treatment

Contact Adult/Pediatric Infectious Disease for suitable alternatives that may not be straightforward.



