December 22, 2020

FEATURED
COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution
VUMC is planning for COVID-19 vaccine distribution. All employees interested in the vaccine MUST register. Enroll
here for the COVID-19 Vaccine.
For more information about the VUMC vaccine roll out plan and FAQs, check out these resources: VUMC COVID-19
Workforce Vaccination Plan
COVID-19 Vaccine FAQs

GOT A COVID QUESTION?
Submit it here: REDCap Link

UPDATED: COVID Clinical Resources - Bookmark Us!
Department of Anesthesiology COVID Educational Materials
VUMC Coronavirus Information

IMPORTANT: COVID-19 UPDATED ON WEBSITE
Every VUMC website has a blue pop-up or banner with links to the most up-to-date COVID-19 management
guidance. It is changing daily.
Faculty, staff, and trainess should refer to that website (www.vumc.org/coronavirus) for guidance related to COVID19 questions.
-Warren S. Sandberg, MD, PhD

CLINICAL INFORMATION
Cefazolin IV Push
On Wednesday, Dec. 9, VUH converted cefazolin 1 gm and 2 gm doses to IV push. Currently we have
approximately two to three weeks of cefazolin 1 gm and 2 gm bags in stock so we will be using these in the
perioperative areas on the 3rd floor of VUH until supply is depleted. Once the remaining supply is depleted, we will
switch the perioperative doses to IV push in OR, HR, and PACU. Cefazolin 3 gm doses for patients > 120 kg will
continue to be prepared in the pharmacy. Cefazolin 1 gm and 2 gm doses will continue to be available in Omnicell.
The nurse will vend pre-op doses from holding room Omnicell and hand to provider for administration in the OR.
In the HR and PACU – Cefazolin 1 gm and 2 gm doses will automatically dispense with 10 mL sterile water
vial utilizing a dual dispense function in Omnicell
- When vending cefazolin 1 gm dose, Omnicell will dispense cefazolin 1 gm x 1 vial and 10 mL vial of sterile
water
- When vending cefazolin 2 gm dose, Omnicell will dispense cefazolin 1 gm x 2 vials and 10 mL vial of
sterile water
In the OR – provider or nurse will need to vend the cefazolin vial(s) and sterile water vial separately
Instructions on the EPIC file will state to dilute each gram with 5mL sterile water and inject slowly over 3 to 5
minutes

Cefazolin 1 gm dose preparation

Cefazolin 2 gm dose preparation

Fluid Change
In the upcoming weeks we will be running out of Normosol fluid. To get ahead of the shortage we are ordering
Plasmalyte A as a replacement. This is a heads-up that in the coming weeks we will be stocking the fluid carts with
Plasmalyte A instead of Normosol.
Please let Radha Patel, PharmD, know if you have any questions or concerns.

eStar Update – Blood Documentation for Labor Epidurals
As of Wednesday, Dec. 2, anesthesia providers can access the blood documentation tool from
within the labor analgesia workspace in the same way that they can currently access the blood
documentation tool for surgical cases.

eStar Update – Anesthesia Eval Copy-Forward Changes
As of Wednesday, Dec. 2, the anesthesia evaluation copy button no longer copies the Physical Exam and
Anesthesia Plan tabs. This will reduce the risk of erroneous documentation by not copying outdated physical exams
and by avoiding copying incorrect anesthesia plans. In order to facilitate quick documentation of anesthesia plans
in areas where it would make sense to do that, we are releasing an ECT macro for anesthesia plans.

Automatic Patient Weight Importing in Periop
As of Wednesday, Dec. 9, the logic for importing weights from prior eStar encounters functions differently for
perioperative patients.These changes were made to better support the usage of weight-based medication orders
placed in advance of surgery. The import time windows are as follows:
Weight import / lookback range:
Patient is less than 3 months – 7 day lookback
3-12 months – 14 days
Greater than 1 year – 30 days

Please Note - OCTREOTIDE CONCENTRATION CHANGE
Our Pharmacy leadership wanted all of us to be aware about a recent change to the octreotide concentration.
Octreotide infusions will now be prepared in 100 mL D5W bag and the new concentration will be 5 mcg/mL instead
of 2 mcg/mL. This change has already occurred in eSTAR and Alaris. Please take care when setting up your
infusions.

OPPORTUNITIES, RESOURCES & OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
NEW: Omnicell Anesthesia Workstation
Please see information below for upcoming Omnicell Anesthesia Workstation Hands-on training opportunities. This
is training for Vanderbilt Belle Meade providers at this time. If anyone else has time to stop in, please do to see the
units. This is a 15 minute session, so plan accordingly. You will need to complete the Learning Exchange module
ahead of the hands-on training session.

NEW: CDA Application Due Date and Resources
The CDA application, emailed on Nov. 6, 2020, is due by Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021, along with an updated CV to
AnesthesiologyFacultyAffaris@vumc.org.
FAQs, the CDA Application, a CDA Application sample, and other helpful documents are available here under the
Career Development Award drop down menu. The Office of Anesthesiology Faculty Affairs is available for
assistance.

NEW: CLARITY - Literature Search Help from Eskind
If you are working on—or contemplating—a literature search, know you’re not alone. Research librarians at the
Annette and Irwin Eskind Family Biomedical Library (EBL) can assist with any literature review request. To
inquire, email Camille Ivey directly or use the Ask a Librarian button on the EBL website.

UPDATED: COVID-19 Literature Search
Many faculty have expressed interest in easy access to the latest and best scientific evidence about COVID-19. The
CLARITY program has developed a custom PubMed search designed to capture most of the anesthesia professional
relevant evidence-based literature on COVID-19 appearing in the highest-impact general and anesthesia
journals. To see our most recent weekly selections (14 entries chosen from 24 search results received on 1216-20), use this link: Display the 14 citations in PubMed. A quick read of the titles and the abstracts (click on paper
title) will help you determine which articles you might like to read. To read the full text of a paper, you may need to log
in to PubMed using your VUNet ID and Password. To log in initially, follow these steps:
Click on the link provided above to see this week’s article list in PubMed.
Select “Log In” (top right corner of screen).
Select “other log in options.”
Search Vanderbilt on the next screen or scroll down to click on Vanderbilt University and enter your VUNet ID
and password.
You are now logged in to PubMed. By logging in this way, you have our search selections list available to scroll
through (navigating left to right), and you can access full text for each article via the library subscriptions. Note also
that “similar articles” are displayed beneath each article in the list.

CME Funds Freeze Lifted
The department is pleased to announce that the freeze on CME funds is being lifted. The first quarter of FY21 has
been very productive for the department. Positive results of operations combined with productivity incentives from
VUMC have put the department in a financial position to reopen CME for FY21 at the usual funding levels for a full
year.
There have been no changes to the CME policy for FY21, all existing rules and restrictions are in place. While not
specifically allowed under the current policy, registration fees for virtual conferences will be reimbursed. Business
travel on behalf of VUMC is happening. If you plan to travel during FY21, you are encouraged to review the travel
policy, including all COVID updates, and reach out to the travel office with questions before you travel.
In order to catch-up on older expenses quickly, the freeze will be lifted in two stages. Reimbursements for expenses
that happened prior to November 13, 2020, may be submitted immediately. Reimbursements for expenses from
November 13 or later may be submitted starting on December 15.
CME balances for FY21 have been updated and are available now.
Due to financial losses experienced in Q4 of FY20, unused FY20 CME funds will not be rolled over to FY21 and are
no longer available. Quality incentive funds will be rolled over, as usual.
Click here to view the VUMC Travel and Employee Reimbursement Policy.

Association of Anesthesia Clinical Directors (AACD) Membership
The Department is an institutional member of the AACD. With the new membership cycle, there are a few openings
for attending physicians and resident physicians to become members of the AACD under the umbrella of our
institutional membership, free of individual charge. Joining the AACD provides networking opportunities with other
anesthesiologist leaders across the world, the ability to present at future meetings, and also the chance to learn
how to tackle tough operational challenges from thought leaders in the field. If all spots are taken under the
institutional membership, there are also opportunities for discounted new member rates. For more information
about the AACD, please visit https://aacdhq.org/. If you are interested in joining, please email Andrew Franklin.

Confirm your mailing address in C2HR to ensure timely delivery of 2020 W-2
Confirm your mailing address in C2HR to ensure timely delivery of 2020 W-2. 2020 W-2 forms will be mailed to
current employees and former employees who earned money from VUMC during the 2020 calendar year. This form
contains important information about the employee’s income, taxes withheld from their paychecks, and some
benefits that they will need to complete their 2020 income tax returns. The form will be sent to the employee’s
current mailing address in C2HR (typically their home address) by the end of January. To ensure timely delivery
of the 2020 W-2 form, all employees should make sure their mailing address is correct in C2HR by the end of
December.

SurveyVitals - Scores and Alerts
Click here to view scores and alerts in SurveyVitals.
Contact Clark Weber if you have any questions or trouble logging in.

EDUCATION RESOURCES
NEW: Conversation on Interview Biases

Tuesday, January 19 | 5:15 p.m. | via Zoom
“Conversation on Interview Biases”
Hosted by the Department Diversity and Inclusion Committee and led by Dr. Camila Walters and Dr. Amanda
Stone
Zoom info: https://zoom.us/j/92252704948?pwd=T3NCNndaTFNZSk44RmV5NWxBcC8wdz09
Meeting ID: 922 5270 4948
Passcode: 206644
Please complete a brief survey regarding your previous interview experiences here: https://redcap.link/v566ad5i
You can also review the following materials before the discussion:
Bias-Free Hiring
Interviewed while Black

Click here to view flyer

Discovery Lecture
All participants must register for the lecture using the link below.
https://redcap.vanderbilt.edu/surveys/?s=XPT44FMJTX

Anesthesiology Education Conference Schedule
Click here to view the most recent Turnout calendar.
Grand Rounds and Visiting Professor Seminars
Click here to view the most recent conference schedule.

December Equity, Diversity & Inclusion Events

Click here to view flyer.

Attention Faculty, Fellows, Residents: Echo Conference
Every week on Monday, until June 28, 2021 | 6:10 a.m. | via Zoom
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Weekly: https://zoom.us/meeting/tJIucOGhrDwrEt2Kqbvi2dnTscEf6E-9Yzii/ics?
icsToken=98tyKuCurTwiE9aSsRGORowAA4_CWfPzpmZcj7cPtw7nFSkBZg3CJeFnNORaXYHp

Zoom Meeting Info:
https://zoom.us/j/96378927189?pwd=UXBNcUVpeEEveDk0c2x5QmZNcTBmZz09
Meeting ID: 963 7892 7189
Passcode: 594493
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

STAY CONNECTED
NEW: Department's First Vaccine Recipient
April Kapu, Associate Nursing Officer for Advanced Practice,
vaccinates the department’s first vaccine recipient, Ted Yaghmour,
MD, Director of the Acute Pain Service and Adult Regional
Anesthesiology. Yaghmour wears a tiara presented by Department
Chair Warren Sandberg, MD, PhD.

NEW: Department Achievements
Lauren Poe, DO, Assistant Professor of Anesthesiology, has been dually appointed
as Assistant Professor of Hematology and Oncology.

Matthias Riess, MD, PhD, FASA, is the Guest Editor for the special collection on "Current
and novel experimental methods in ischemia/reperfusion research" that will be published by
Journal of Visualized Experiments (JoVE). Details can be found
here: https://www.jove.com/methods-collections/782

UPDATED: Press Coverage and Publications
New approach helps conserve blood products for liver transplant patients, VUMC Reporter, December 10,
2020
Click here to view our Recent Publications

Employee Recognition: GEMs (Going the Extra Mile)
We want to recognize good work when we see it and encourage our colleagues to recommend our next GEM. Do
you know someone who has made your day brighter or easier? Someone who has gone above and beyond? Please
let us know the details so that we can recognize that person for a job well done.
Please click here to submit a GEM recommendation.

Happy Birthday!
Click here to view our December Birthdays.

UPDATED: Tweet of the Week

Follow us on Twitter.

We want to hear from you!
Send your news, awards, and accomplishments - to be shared in faculty and staff meetings,
Weekly Update, newsletters, and social media - to Anesthesiology Communications.

Weekly Update is now distributed on Tuesday.
Please submit content by 6 p.m. Monday for each Tuesday issue.
Submit questions/content to: Anesthesiology Communications
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