August 25, 2020

IMPORTANT: COVID-19 UPDATE ON WEBSITE
Every VUMC website has a blue pop-up or banner with links to the most up-to-date COVID-19 management
guidance. It is changing daily.
Faculty, staff, and trainess should refer to that website (www.vumc.org/coronavirus) for guidance related to COVID19 questions.
-Warren S. Sandberg, MD, PhD

New Documentation Tools in eStar for SedLine and TOF
With the introduction of the SedLine devices, we have added patient state index (PSI) as a new data element next
to BIS. This is available under ‘Vitals/Agents’ as the SedLine devices are not yet interfaced automatically into eStar:

We are also adding a TOF ratio documentation tool, which will be available through Vitals/Agents as well as the
anesthesia grid. The TOF ratio will be automatically imported from the Philips monitor.

eStar: Blood Product Administration Handoff
In the rare situation where blood is actively being administered upon transfer out of intra-op, the receiving nurse will
document an action of “handoff” in the blood product administration window. There is a requirement of a dual sign
for this. The anesthesia provider handing off the patient to the nurse will need to enter their username and
password to sign as a second sign for the handoff. See below:

eStar: Update on OB Epidural Documentation
As of Wednesday, Aug. 12, we implemented three changes for OB anesthesia:
The ‘Pre’ column in the anesthesia greaseboards will now function correctly for pre-ops older than 3 days.
A new ‘Last Assess’ column has been added to the greaseboards , which shows the number of minutes
since the last OB assessment.
The COVID testing column for the ‘OB Follow-Up’ status board now displays correctly for labor analgesia
records.

Attention Clinical Faculty: Teaching Evaluations Available for Review in New Innovations
2019-2020 Evaluations completed by residents/fellows are available for your review in New Innovations.
Click here to access the Vanderbilt New Innovations log in home page.

Update: Lead Apron Inspections
The personalized lead apron inspections will be postponed until September. If you have any questions, please
contact Harrison Johnson or Rosalia Gaudino.

COVID-19 Literature Search
Many faculty have expressed interest in easy access to the latest and best scientific evidence about COVID-19. The
CLARITY program has developed a custom PubMed search designed to capture most of the anesthesia
professional relevant evidence-based literature on COVID-19 appearing in the highest-impact general and
anesthesia journals. To see our most recent weekly selections (15 entries chosen from 21 search results
received on 8-19-20), use this link: Display the 15 citations in PubMed. A quick read of the titles and the abstracts
(click on paper title) will help you determine which articles you might like to read. To read the full text of a paper, you
may need to log in to PubMed using your VUNet ID and Password. To log in initially, follow these steps:

• Click on the link provided above to see this week’s article list in PubMed.
• Select “Log In” (top right corner of screen).
• Select “other log in options.”
• Search Vanderbilt on the next screen or scroll down to click on Vanderbilt University and enter your VUNet ID
and password.

You are now logged in to PubMed. By logging in this way, you have our search selections list available to scroll
through (navigating left to right), and you can access full text for each article via the library subscriptions. Note also
that “similar articles” are displayed beneath each article in the list.

CLARITY: Self-Paced Scientific Writing Training
This series of 14 lessons and exercises will help you improve your medical writing. Developed by the VUMC Office
of Biomedical Research Education and Training, the series covers topics including the structure of manuscripts and
proposals, tips for making writing more efficient, and revision techniques to improve organization, logical flow, and
sentence structure. Start learning here.

Call for Co-course Director
Are you interested in value metrics and health policy? If so, please consider a position as a co-course director for
a new elective (offered twice a year) through the school of medicine! We would love to have a representative from
our department as the face of this new course. Further details are below:
Vanderbilt University School of Medicine is working to develop a course focused on high value care that will
increase students’ understanding and application of value metrics in health care. Students will study value-based
care through both a general medical lens as well as from the ethics, administrative, and health policy perspectives.
At the end of this course, students will have a deeper understanding of how value is quantified in medicine and will
have honed the crucial skill of incorporating value information and pretest probabilities into their diagnostic
workups. We are interested in finding an educator who has passion and expertise in health policy to co-lead
this course, which will be offered twice this academic year (February and May). If interested, please
email immersion.phase@vanderbilt.edu with a brief statement of interest and your CV by Friday, Sept. 11.

Diversity and Inclusion Committee
The VUMC Department of Anesthesiology Diversity and Inclusion Committee invites all faculty and staff to
participate in a Listening Session highlighting the subject of Women in Anesthesia.
Recommended reading for session: https://journals.lww.com/anesthesiaanalgesia/FullText/2019/01000/Status_of_Women_in_Academic_Anesthesiology__A.22.aspx
Monday, Aug. 31. | 5 p.m. - 6 p.m.
via Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/94842354297?pwd=YTQ1OWN4cnc4YmNybFhRMG5rNjhmUT09
Meeting ID: 948 4235 4297
Passcode: 532143
Further reading on the subject:
• https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ecpe/challenges-facing-women-leaders-health-care/
• https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ecpe/why-diversity-matters-women-on-boards-of-directors/
• https://health.usnews.com/health-care/for-better/articles/2019-01-10/why-arent-more-women-in-health-careleadership-roles
•

https://journals.lww.com/anesthesia-

analgesia/Fulltext/2017/05000/Women,_Minorities,_and_Leadership_in.8.aspx
Please direct any questions to Elisabeth Hudson at elisabeth.hudson@vumc.org.

SurveyVitals - Scores and Alerts
Click here to view scores and alerts in SurveyVitals.
Contact Clark Weber if you have any questions or trouble logging in.

Upcoming MOCA® Courses for 2020
CME Credit and Patient Safety Credit
Successful completion of this CME activity enables the participant to earn up to 7.5 CME credits. This activity is
eligible for Patient Safety Credit. All Patient Safety credit is awarded by American Board of Anesthesiology
(ABA). If any faculty member needs to meet the certification requirement, please select a date below that works with
your schedule and register at: https://redcap.vanderbilt.edu/surveys/?s=7FYY9TCFLJ
Upcoming Dates:
Saturday, Nov. 7. 2020
Saturday, Dec. 5. 2020
The total discounted cost is $1,525. If any questions, please contact Beverly Fletcher at (615) 936-2454 or email
Beverly Fletcher.

MMI Conference
Department of Anesthesiology
Friday, August 28 | 6:30 a.m. | https://zoom.us/j/98069128649?
pwd=ZXNjbkt2Nlc1YUdtdk4vM3VSMkErdz09&amp;from=msft
"That Happened At An Ambulatory Surgery Center?"
Presented by

Christopher Canlas, MD
Tony Chang, MD
Objectives:
• Describe the complications of LMA placement.
• Compare and contrast treatment of anaphylaxis between ASC and Main Hospital.
• Describe the challenges of obtaining consent in a patient who has just discovered she is pregnant.
All are invited. Click here to view flyer.

Anesthesiology Education Conference Schedule
Click here to view the most recent Turnout calendar.
Grand Rounds and Visiting Professor Seminars
Click here to view the most recent conference schedule.

School Opening Resources
For updates regarding school reopening plans for Nashville and the surrounding area, check out the VWell
Navigator and click on “My Household.”
https://www.vumc.org/health-wellness/be-healthy-well

Click here to view full flyer.

For "Keys to a Successful Educator or Investigator Track Career," register here:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIrduqvqT4sGdf2jv-VSBMgOoHmxqdpwof8
Click here to view full flyer.

Plan to Attend: Dr. Koob's Discovery Lecture on Thursday, Nov. 5
The Department of Anesthesiology is cosponsoring a VUMC Discovery Lecture on Thursday, Nov. 5. VUMC's
Discovery Lecture Series features the world's most eminent scientists, who speak on the highest-impact research
and policy issues in science and medicine today.
The lecture will be given by Dr. George F. Koob, the Director of the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism (NIAAA). Dr. Koob is an international leader in addiction science. The title of Dr. Koob’s talk
is Neurobiology of Addiction: The Gain in the Brain is in the Pain, and it will occur on Thursday, Nov. 5, 2020,
at 4 p.m. More information will follow closer to the date.
Dr. Koob’s work has advanced our understanding of the physiological effects of substance use and
the mechanisms of transition from use to addiction. Dr. Koob's talk will foster a broader and deeper
understanding of the underlying mechanisms of addiction, as well as neurobiological factors that may explain
why use transitions to addiction in some but not other humans.
Dr. Koob is a Professor and former Chair of the Committee on the Neurobiology of Addictive Disorders at
The Scripps Research Institute and Adjunct Professor of Psychology, Psychiatry, and Skaggs School of
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences at the University of California, San Diego. Dr. Koob has authored more
than 650 peer-reviewed scientific papers and is a co-author of the respected comprehensive textbook, The
Neurobiology of Addiction. Dr. Koob has received many prestigious awards. He is a member of the National
Academy of Medicine.

Employee Recognition: GEMs (Going the Extra Mile)
We want to recognize good work when we see it and encourage our colleagues to recommend our next GEM. Do
you know someone who has made your day brighter or easier? Someone who has gone above and beyond? Please
let us know the details so that we can recognize that person for a job well done.
Camila Walters, MD, would like to recognize Emily Murray, CRNA: Emily has always been an outstanding CRNA, but
today I felt I should recognize her. We had a multi-level spine and her level of thoughtfulness, attention to detail, and
awareness of safety checks is exemplary. She pulled out the protocol and checked all the drips in detail prior to
starting them. Everything in the room was so organized; induction and lines were the smoothest I've seen. She
communicated frequently about ABGs, patient status, concerns and discussed standard of care on prone eye checks
based on evidence with me. Emily often provides the perfect anesthetics and today was no different. I'm proud to call
her a colleague - she's an incredible asset to the institution and to the kids she cares for.

Please click here to submit a GEM recommendation.

We want to hear from you!
Send your news, awards, and accomplishments - to be shared in faculty and staff meetings,
Weekly Update, newsletters, and social media - to Anesthesiology Communications.

Happy Birthday!
Click here to view our August Birthdays

Press Coverage and Publications
Palliative care in Mozambique: Physicians’ knowledge, attitudes and practices, PLOS ONE, Aug 24, 2020
Click here to view recent publications.

Tweet of the Week

Follow us on Twitter.

Weekly Update is now distributed on Tuesday.
Please submit content by 6 p.m. Monday for each Tuesday issue.
Submit questions/content to: Anesthesiology Communications
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