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As we wrap up another academic year, 
we embark upon a new path of oppor-
tunities as part of Vanderbilt Univer-
sity Medical Center, which has once 
again been named among the “100 
great hospitals in America” by Becker’s 
Hospital Review.  

We, as a department, have been and 
will continue to be led by our four 
core values as we face the future of 
healthcare. Our compassion, creativ-

ity, commitment and collaborative 
efforts will be our guiding principles 
in the clinical, education and research 
enterprises. 

Each of you demonstrates the 4C’s on 
a daily basis, evidenced by the stories 
shared by patients and colleagues. We 
remain at the forefront of local, na-
tional and international headlines as 
we tackle the challenges facing our 
complex population. We are engaged 
in compassionate patient care through 
pain management as we face the chal-
lenges of the opioid epidemic; we are 
equipping providers who will practice 
safe anesthesia around the world; we 
are mentoring young investigators in 
developing clinical research projects 
leading to extramural funding. These 
actions, and countless others, tell our 
story of compassion, creativity, com-
mitment and collaboration, as seen 
throughout this issue.  The Dr. James 

Phythyon Endowed Lectureship in 
Pediatric Anesthesiology, the Vander-
bilt International Anesthesia Dinner 
and the 12th Annual Research Sym-
posium are some of the key events 
highlighted in the next few pages.

I close with a message sent recently 
from a patient’s family member to one 
of our servant leaders:

“The obvious care and concern you 
showed us during the carotid artery sur-
gery will be remembered.

Your patience in explaining and your 
compassion for our anxiety were appar-
ent.

Thank you so very much for your skill and 
all the above.

We are very grateful and wanted you to 
hear this from us.” 

Warren S. Sandberg, MD, PhD

he 11th Annual Dr. James 
Phythyon Endowed Lec-
tureship in Pediatric Anes-

thesiology took place May 20, 2016. 
Patrick J. Guffey, MD, discussed 
the  Anesthesia Incident Reporting 
System (AIRS), a premier online 
tool that gathers individual adverse 
events from anesthesia, pain man-
agement and perioperative care 
to improve patient safety.  AIRS, 
maintained by the Anesthesia Qual-
ity Institute (AQI), allows senders 
to submit reports anonymously. 
Vice Chair of Faculty Affairs Matt 
Weinger, MD, serves as vice chair on 
the board of directors of AQI. 

T

Patrick Guffey, MD, Warren S. Sandberg, MD, PhD, Sarah Miller, Suanne 
Daves, MD,  Elizabeth Donner, Marlin Sanders, Madolyn Miller, Andrew 
Shaw, MB, FRCA, FFICM, FCCM

Dr. James Phythyon served as a faculty member in the department and was a founding member of the 
Division of Pediatric Anesthesiology.Family members Sarah Miller, Elizabeth Donner, Marlin Sanders 
and Madolyn Miller are pictured above.

Phythyon Endowed Lectureship promotes patient safety
Renuka Christoph
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Dan France, PhD, MPH, has been 
awarded a 4-year grant from the Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver National Institute of 
Child Health and Human Development 
(NICHD) to research the risks faced by 
neonates in the perioperative environ-
ment, an area where little patient safety 
research has been conducted. 

The rate of adverse events that occur 
among neonates is eight times higher 
than that of hospitalized adults. Ad-
verse events are estimated to occur at a 
rate of 74 events per every 100 NICU 
patients, with one third being severe 
events. Neonates are highly vulnerable 
to adverse events due to their small size, 
fragility and exceptional sensitivity to 
environmental stressors. 

France seeks to decrease neonatal mor-
tality and morbidity by elucidating 
the etiology of system failures during 
perioperative care. The work will apply 
the construct of the non routine event 
(NRE), a concept Matt Weinger, MD, 
adapted from the nuclear power indus-
try and applied to healthcare. A NRE is 

defined as any event that is perceived by 
care providers or skilled observers as a 
deviation from optimal care based on 
the clinical situation. France will also 
work with Amanda Lorinc, MD, who 
has been doing extensive research on 
handovers from NICU to OR. 

The goal of the project is to determine 
how NREs impact neonatal safety. The 
research team will utilize stationary 
and hand-held cameras to record the 
continuum of perioperative care (i.e., 
NICU-to-OR, OR-to-NICU) for sur-
gical neonates. Footage, which will 
be protected and viewed only by the 
research team, will be used to charac-
terize the nature and severity of NREs 
occurring during each episode of care. 
After completing the comprehensive 
epidemiological study at Vanderbilt, 
the team will partner with the hospitals 
participating in the Tennessee Initiative 
for Perinatal Quality Care (TIPQC) 
collaborative to conduct practical pi-
lot testing of data collection tools and 
measures.

THE TEAM:
Dan France, PhD, MPH (PI) – Biomedical 
Engineer and Patient Safety Researcher
Marty Blakely, MD, MS (Dual PI) – Pediatric 
Surgeon
Peter Grubb, MD – Neonatologist and Medical 
Director of the Tennessee Initiative for Perinatal 
Quality Care (TIPQC)
Jason Slagle, PhD – Industrial/Organization 
Psychologist and Patient Safety Researcher
Amanda Lorinc, MD – Anesthesiologist
Matt Weinger, MD – Anesthesiologist
Christoph Lehmann, MD – Neonatologist & 
Informatician

James Gay, MD – Hematology/Oncology; 
Administrative Data Expert for Pediatrics
Amy Potts, PharmD, BCPS – Clinical Phar-
macist
Matt Shotwell, PhD – Biostatistician
John Brock III, MD – Surgeon-in-Chief at Mon-
roe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt
Marlee Crankshaw, DNP, RN, CNML – Direc-
tor of Neonatal Services
Tamara Wallace, DNP, APRN, NNP-BC - Neo-
natal Nurse Practitioner, Quality Improvement 
Specialist for TIPQC

Dr. Dan France, Research Associate Professor of Anesthesiology and Medicine

Grant awarded for neonatal health services research

Brian J. Gelfand, MD, has 
joined the department as As-
sociate Vice Chair for Edu-
cational Affairs.  Gelfand as-
sumes the role of Residency 
Program Director from Dr. 
Matthew McEvoy, who will 
remain the Vice Chair for Ed-
ucational Affairs and continue 

to build on the department’s educational efforts 
for all learner groups.  Gelfand has also been ap-
pointed Associate Professor of Anesthesiology 
and will practice clinically in the Division of Car-
diothoracic Anesthesiology.

Gelfand comes to Vanderbilt from the Universi-
ty of Florida, where he was Associate Chair for 
Education and Program Director in the Depart-
ment of Anesthesiology.  He also held academic 
appointments as Associate Professor of Anesthe-
siology and Joint Associate Professor of Surgery.

Gelfand received his medical degree from the 
University of Health Sciences, Chicago Medical 
School in Chicago, Illinois in 1991.  He complet-
ed his residency in General Surgery at the Maine 
Medical Center in Portland, Maine in 1996 and 
a residency in Anesthesiology at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital, Harvard Medical School in 
Boston, Massachusetts in 2007, followed by a 
fellowship in Cardiothoracic Anesthesiology at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Harvard Medi-
cal School, which he completed in 2008.  In the 
past, Gelfand has held leadership positions in An-
esthesiology with Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
in Boston and in Surgery with Nassau University 
Medical Center in East Meadow, New York. 

“Dr. Gelfand is an excellent educator, he has a ro-
bust vision for the future of anesthesiology educa-
tion, and, most importantly, he is a strong resident 
advocate.  His vision for the future of residency 
education and for support of the residency syner-
gizes with that of Dr. McEvoy and departmental 
leadership.  The opportunity to add Brian to the 
leadership team allows us to pursue even bigger 
goals in the education realm,” said Warren Sand-
berg, MD, PhD, chair of the Department of Anes-
thesiology.   

Outside the hospital, Gelfand’s work in the com-
munity includes serving as FTX Medical Support 
for the US Army and ROTC program at the Uni-
versity of Florida, as a Tactical Combat Casu-
alty Course Instructor, and as an Instructor for 
the National Association of Emergency Medical 
Technicians (NAEMT).

Department names Brian J. Gelfand, MD, as 
Associate Vice Chair for Educational Affairs

Amy Nabours

Renuka Christoph
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Loren Smith, MD; Travis Spain; Susan Eagle, MD; 
Josh Billings, MD; Brad Grueter, PhD; Sujay Kha-
rade, PhD; Brandon Turner  (Jonathan Wanderer was 
not able to attend).

Department faculty/staff shine at Research Symposium

The 12th Annual Research Symposium took place May 6, highlighting the current research of clinical and translational investigators 
and basic scientists

Yin Guo* Liming Luan, PhD

Antonio Hernandez, MD Julia Bohannon, PhDSujay Kharade, PhD Naeem Patil, MBBS, PhD Daniel Kashima*

Charles Bernard Pittinger Prize
Basic Science Research

Charles Bernard Pittinger Prize
Clinical Translational Research

Charles Bernard Pittinger Prize 
Health Services and Informatics Research

Best Oral Presentation

Best Poster Presentation

Best Poster Presentation

Roger England Research Award for Excellence 
in Support of Basic and Clinical Science 

The Bradley Smith Mentorship Award

Brad Grueter, PhD

Josh Billings, MD, MSCI

Jon Wanderer, MD, MPhil

Loren Smith, MD, PhD

Sujay Kharade, PhD

Brandon Turner

Travis Spain

Susan Eagle, MD

Congratulations to this year’s symposium 
award winners!

Warren S. Sandberg, MD, PhD, Evan D. Kharasch, 
MD, PhD, Edward Sherwood, MD, PhD 

Loren Smith, MD, PhD; Travis Spain; Susan Eagle, MD; Josh Billings, MD, MSCI; Brad Grueter, PhD; Sujay Kharade, PhD; Brandon Turner*

Grant awarded for neonatal health services research

*PhD student
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Dr. Kelly McQueen

Department Spotlight

Tracy Jackson, MD, presented “The Hardest 
Pill to Swallow” on chronic pain and opioid 
addiction at the TEDx Nashville event in 
April. 

Matthew McEvoy, MD, is now a member 
of the Vanderbilt Academy for Excellence 
in Teaching and joins members Warren S. 
Sandberg, MD, PhD, Scott Watkins, MD, 
Amy Robertson, MD, Jesse Ehrenfeld, MD, 
Michael Richardson, MD, Jane Easdown, 
MD, and Michael Pilla, MD.

Andrew Shaw, MB, FRCA, FFICM, FCCM 
has been invited to edit the 6th edition of 
Hensley’s Cardiac Anesthesia textbook, 
along with Dr. Glenn Gravlee and Dr. 
Karsten Bartels from UC Denver.

Mias Pretorius, MBChB, MSCI, Associate 
Professor of Anesthesiology and Medicine, 
has been named Division Chief of Cardio-
thoracic Anesthesiology.

Dr. Arna Banerjee, MBBS, received the 
R. Michael Rodriguez Award for Excellence 
in Teaching at this year’s Faculty Award 
Ceremony held May 3, 2016. Banerjee was 
also recently named to the ASA’s Ad-Hoc 
Screen-Based Simulation Committee.

James Berry, MD, has accepted the 
position of Interim Anesthesia Chief at 
Mission Hospital in North Carolina.

Josh Billings, MD, MSCI, has been invited 
to speak at the Anesthesia Grand Rounds
at the University of California, San Francis-
co in August.

Julia Bohannon, PhD, has been endorsed 
by the VUMC Faculty Research Scholars 
program and offered a place in the program.

Loren Smith, MD, PhD, received AUA’s 
Margaret Wood Resident Research Award 
and SOCCA’s Young Investigator Award for 
her abstract “A Novel Association Between 
High Density Lipoprotein Levels and the 
Risk of Acute Kidney Injury After Cardiac 
Surgery.”

Edward Sherwood, MD, PhD, has been 
selected to join the AUA Scientific Advisory 
Board for 2016 . The SAB is responsible for 
planning the scientific program of the AUA 
Annual Meeting.

Michael Pilla, MD, has been asked to serve 
as vice chair of the ASA Committee on 
Problem-Based Learning discussions for the 
2017 governance year.

Rajnish Gupta, MD, has been promoted to 
Associate Professor of Anesthesiology.

Jason Slagle, PhD, has been promoted to 
Research Associate Professor 
of Anesthesiology.

Marc Lopez, MD, 
received approval for 
FAER funding for his 
application entitled 
“The Effects of Periop-
erative Oxygenation on 
Endothelial Function,” 
with Josh Billings, MD, 
MSCI, as the primary 
mentor.

Doug Hester, MD, was one of four “poets 
who heal” who read April 19 at the William-
son County Public Library.  “Alternative 
Medicine: Poets Who Heal” was presented 
as part of the Vanderbilt University Lectures 
in the Library series.

Liza Weavind, MBBCh, MMHC, FCCM, 
has been elected to VU School of Medicine 
Faculty Senate.

Adam King, MD, presented his abstract “Ef-
fect of an Enhanced Recovery After Surgery 
Pathway for Living Donor Nephrectomy 
Patients,” earning a top 4 rating at the ASER 
Annual Congress in April.

A one-year grant award of $45,000 from The 
Vanderbilt Diabetes Research and Training 
Center was received by Carrie Grueter, 
PhD, for her Pilot & Feasibility grant pro-
posal entitled “DGAT1 as a cen tral regulator 
of diet-induced obesity.”
 
Jesse Ehrenfeld, MD, MPH, co-chaired a 
panel on medical-school education reform 
at the Association of Health Care Jour-
nalists’ national conference in Cleveland, 
Ohio on April 9, 2016. He also addressed 
the conference of health journalists as a 
member of the American Medical Associa-
tion’s Board of Trustees. For more informa-
tion, see http://gradynewsource.uga.edu/
blog/2016/05/13/innovation-in-health-edu-
cation-designing-the-medical-school-of-to-
morrow/. 

Stephen Bruehl, PhD, served on a panel led 
by Michael Anastasi, Executive Editor of the 
Tennessean, discussing “The Culture of Pain 
Treatment/Pain Medication” at the inaugu-
ral Tennessee Pain, Opioids, Problems and 
Solutions Forum.

Vanderbilt Academy for Excellence in Teaching members: Matthew 
McEvoy, MD, Jane Easdown, MD, Jesse Ehrenfeld, MD, MPH, Scott 
Watkins, MD, Amy Robertson, MD, Michael Richardson, MD, Warren  
S. Sandberg, MD, PhD Not pictured: Michael Pilla, MD

http://gradynewsource.uga.edu/blog/2016/05/13/innovation-in-health-education-designing-the-medical-school-of-tomorrow/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tlec4V8p6y4


Press Coverage

Additional Coverage
(See newsfeed on homepage of website)

Anesthesiology resident (Loren Smith, MD, PhD) lands research 
awards
Reporter, May 2016

Academy for Excellence in Teaching
Reporter, May 2016

Pretorius named to key Anesthesiology post
Reporter, May 2016

Faculty awards honor clinical, teaching, research excellence
 Reporter, May 2016

Vanderbilt Anesthesia broadens global efforts
Reporter, April 2016

VUMC speakers shine at TEDx Nashville symposium
Reporter, April 2016

Report highlights global need for surgical services
Reporter, April 2016

Vanderbilt International Anesthesia featured in the Tennessean 
April 23, 2016

David Edwards, MD, 
authored OpEd in the 
Tennessean 
April 23, 2016
and was interviewed 
on WKRN 
April 24, 2016

Raj Gupta, MD,
interviewed in
Anesthesiology News
April 19, 2016

http://news.vanderbilt.edu/2016/04/vumc-speakers-shine-at-tedx-nashville-symposium/
http://news.vanderbilt.edu/2016/04/report-highlights-global-need-for-surgical-services-2/
http://www.anesthesiologynews.com/Multimedia/Article/04-16/Improving-Care-With-the-ASRA-Coags-Regional-App/36000/ses=ogst
http://news.vanderbilt.edu/2016/05/anesthesiology-resident-lands-research-awards/
http://news.vanderbilt.edu/2016/05/academy-for-excellence-in-teaching/
http://news.vanderbilt.edu/2016/05/pretorius-named-to-key-anesthesiology-post/
http://news.vanderbilt.edu/2016/05/faculty-awards-honor-clinical-teaching-research-excellence/
http://wkrn.com/2016/05/06/parents-urged-to-use-drug-lockboxes-to-keep-teens-away-from-narcotics/
http://wkrn.com/2016/05/06/parents-urged-to-use-drug-lockboxes-to-keep-teens-away-from-narcotics/
http://news.vanderbilt.edu/2016/04/vanderbilt-anesthesia-broadens-global-efforts/
http://www.tennessean.com/story/money/industries/health-care/2016/04/22/vumv-kenya-anesthesia-connection/83296600/
http://www.tennessean.com/story/money/industries/health-care/2016/04/22/vumv-kenya-anesthesia-connection/83296600/
http://www.tennessean.com/story/opinion/contributors/2016/04/24/opioid-epidemic-affects-all-tennesseans/83197228/
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The planning and prepping are well underway for the 
launch of EpicLeap, the electronic health record sys-
tem that will be adopted across most of Vanderbilt, 
November 1, 2017. EpicLeap, which will be branded 
as eStar within VUMC, will allow the department full 
integration with the rest of the institution and oppor-
tunities to improve and enhance the patient experi-
ence. 

Perioperative Informatics is playing a key role in the 
system conversion, collaborating with the Center for 
Research and Innovation in Systems Safety (CRISS) 
to evaluate and understand the end user’s experience.  
CRISS’s human factors researchers Russ Beebe and 
Carrie Reale, MSN, RN-BC, have been conducting 
field observations in the OR to understand how clini-
cians utilize GasChart in the real world. The data col-
lected will improve the team’s understanding of how 
end users interact with our current system to allow for 
optimal configuration of the new system.  

“The iterative process of gathering feedback from the 
end users (providers) is vital for system design en-
hancements,” states Reale.

Beebe and Reale are part of a VUMC user experience 
(UX) team that works collaboratively with HealthIT 
to improve the usability and safety of VUMC systems. 
The UX team is providing support to the EpicLeap 
initiative, such as user research, design and usability 
testing, to help enhance efficiency, effectiveness and 
satisfaction for end users across the organization. 
Shilo Anders, PhD, and Jie Xu, PhD, also with CRISS, 
are part of the team, as well as Tony Threatt, PhD, and 
Andrew Meagher from HealthIT.

With eStar, the quality of patient care will improve.  
Providers can expect better access to patient informa-
tion across Vanderbilt and will gain electronic access 
to patient medical records from other medical facil-
ities that use Epic. Additionally, features including 
online scheduling and the ability to deliver one bill 
to patients will improve department and institution 
efficiency and reduce costs.

Our current VPIMS application features will be moved 
to eStar as much as possible.  To better prepare us for 
eStar implementation, some perioperative workflows 
will change in advance of November 1, 2017.

The department faculty members appointed as 
EpicLeap leaders are: Brian Rothman, MD, Core 
Design Advisor; Warren S. Sandberg, MD, PhD, 
Steering Committee; and Jonathan P. Wanderer, MD, 
MPhil, Subject Matter Expert.

Renuka Christoph

3..2..1  Takeoff 
EpicLeap has launched

International Anesthesia Research Society (IARS) 
Annual Meeting and International Science Symposium
San Francisco, CA

Jesse Ehrenfeld, MD, MPH, Heidi Smith, MD, MSCI, Chris Hughes, 
MD, Elisabeth Hughes, MD, Jenna Sobey, MD, Carrie Menser, MD 

The Global Surgery retreat took place on April 9 with 40 global anesthesia, 
emergency medicine, obstetrics, public health and surgery leaders who 
gathered to discuss the VU contribution in providing safe anesthesia

Jennifer Elia, MD, Matthew Hulse, MD, Sid Dave, MD, Loren Smith, MD, 
PhD, Patrick McConville, MD, MBA  

“I would like to highlight the efforts of our residents, fellows and faculty at the 
most recent Society of Critical Care Anesthesiologists 29th annual meeting in San 
Francisco. There were 56 posters presented during this one-day national meeting, 
and Vanderbilt alone represented over 10% of them with 6 posters.” Dr. Hayhurst

Society of Critical Care Anesthesiologists Annual Meeting
San Francisco, CA

Vanderbilt International Anesthesia Global Retreat
Nashville, TN
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Since its beginning with only five rooms at 
the Nashville Surgery Center in 2007, the 
Ambulatory Division of the Department of 
Anesthesiology has experienced tremendous 
growth.  Under Dr. Katherine Dobie’s lead-
ership as Division Chief since 2013, the divi-
sion has grown to 12 full-time faculty mem-
bers and a team of 34 CRNAs who support 
four centers and 26 anesthetizing locations.  
The division provides services for ~21,000 
surgical cases per year out of the Depart-
ment of Anesthesiology’s ~48,000 total adult 
surgical cases in inpatient and outpatient 
settings, reflecting the trend toward further 
increases in outpatient surgeries.
 
Members of the Ambulatory Division are ac-
tively furthering the academic and research 
interests of our department.  In May 2016, 
at the 31st annual meeting of the Society 
for Ambulatory Anesthesia (SAMBA), the 
division was well represented – presenting 
seven posters/abstracts out of a total of 42 
accepted by the conference.  Poster present-
ers from the division included: Dr. Kather-
ine Dobie; Dr. Jane Brock; Dr. Lisa Jaeger; 
Dr. Michael Higgins; Dr. Kelly McQueen; 
Dr. Stephen Harvey; Dr. Christopher Can-
las; and Dr. Uma Shastri, along with depart-
mental resident Dr. Jonathan Niconchuk 
and CRNA Shawn Palmiter.  The division’s 
further involvement in SAMBA, the primary 
ambulatory anesthesia sub-specialty organi-
zation, includes representation on multiple 
committees and continued contribution of 
data to the SAMBA Clinical Outcomes Reg-
istry (SCOR). Data collection for SCOR rep-
resents a six-year effort to date, and is led by 
Dr. Jane Brock.

Change and growth remain con-
stants for the Ambulatory Divi-
sion. In 2014, under the leadership 
of Medical Director Dr. Stephen 
Harvey, the division assumed re-
sponsibility for the Medical Center 
East ORs - this transition occurred 
over one weekend when new ser-
vice lines were introduced into the 
area. In addition to acquiring new 
surgical services with unique anes-
thetic considerations, the transition 
resulted in remarkable operational 
improvements:  a reduction in turn-
over times (TOT) from 43 minutes 
to 33 minutes (18 month compar-
ison, 95% CI) and an increase in 

first case on-time starts (FCOTS) from 61% 
to 71% (18 month comparison, 95% CI) in 
an area that sees over 8,000 cases/year.  In 
the same weekend, Dr. Eric Briggs, medical 
director of Vanderbilt Outpatient Surgery 
(VOS), acquired Nashville Surgery Center’s 
sports orthopedic cases into VOS (former-
ly named FEL), where most of the institu-
tion’s otolaryngology cases were done prior 
to the transition.  VOS is also the home to 
the Regional rotation, one of three  resident 
rotations that the division offers: Regional, 
Outpatient Surgical Home, and Ambulatory 
junior.

Taking on service lines in new areas isn’t the 
only way the Ambulatory Division continues 
to grow.  In 2015, Cool Springs Surgery Cen-
ter (CSSC) added an anesthetizing location, 
as did Vanderbilt Bone and Joint Surgery 
Center (VBJSC) in 2016.  Under Dr. Jane 
Brock’s leadership, CSSC had a record year 
in 2015 with 8,568 cases.  Also in 2015, the 
division developed a total joint program to 
begin services for VBJSC’s first total shoul-
der arthroplasty in a free-standing ambu-
latory surgery center.  These patients, who 
were previously cared for as inpatients at 

Williamson Medical Center, are now cared 
for at Vanderbilt Bone and Joint Surgery 
Center. They are sent home on the day of 
surgery with a continuous peripheral nerve 
block catheter in order to have adequate pain 
control at home after extensive surgery.  So 
far, none of the patients have been re-admit-
ted to the hospital. 

Further growth is on the horizon as the divi-
sion prepares for a new challenge – provid-
ing services for the Vivere Fertility Clinic in 
Nashville, starting in May of 2016.  The abili-
ty to adjust to these changes while maintain-
ing clinical efficiency and quality, and at the 
same time continuing to pursue excellence 
in scholarly and educational endeavors, 
demonstrates how the Ambulatory Division 
can enhance the position of our department 
and that of VUMC as a leading academic 
medical center.  

“While the demands are many, this is an ex-
citing time in healthcare. We are being asked 
to rethink how we do things—how to im-
prove outcomes, safety, and patient experi-
ence—in a leaner environment.  Outpatient 
surgery is a big part of this, and Ambulatory 
Anesthesiology will prove to be a key in our 
ability to successfully answer the challenges, 
and at what pace.  At Vanderbilt, we are re-

sponding.  We are moving bigger cases and 
sicker patients out of the hospital and into 
the leaner ambulatory surgery centers. We 
are doing it safely, efficiently, and with a top-
notch experience for our patients.  In our 
division, over one-third of the patients are 
ASA 3’s; our hospital transfer rates and day 
of surgery cancelation are at or below bench-
mark; and our patient experience is one of 
the leaders in the institution.  It’s a very ex-
citing time to be innovating in Ambulatory 
Anesthesiology,” says Dr. Katherine Dobie.

The four centers serviced by the VUMC Department of 
Anesthesiology’s Ambulatory Division now include:

• Cool Springs Surgery Center (CSSC), Dr. E. Jane Brock, Medical Director
• Vanderbilt Outpatient Surgery (VOS), Dr. Eric R. Briggs, Medical Director
• Vanderbilt Bone and Joint Surgery Center (VBJSC),  Dr. Katherine H. Dobie,  
   Medical Director
• Medical Center East OR, Dr. Stephen T. Harvey, Medical Director

Ambulatory Division sustains clinical and academic quality amidst unprecedented growth

Amy Nabours

Dr. Stephen Harvey, Ambulatory Division, presents 
poster at SAMBA’s 31st Annual Meeting, May 2016



Meghan Hawk, RN

Departments collaborate to serve in 
Guatemala

ImPACT update

The VIA Dinner took place on April 23 at 
the Loveless Cafe with 168 guests in at-
tendance. A total of  $25,482 was raised 
to support our department’s global im-
pact. Special guests this year included 
the Southern University Department of  
Anesthesiology Chairs (SUDAC). VIA 
seeks to benefit the lives of  others by 
sharing the professional medical skills 
and knowledge of  the faculty, staff  and 
trainees of  the Vanderbilt Department of  
Anesthesiology. 

This year’s speaker line-up included Kel-
ly McQueen, MD, MPH, Sarah Hemauer, 
MD, PhD and Joel Musee, MD, PhD. 

Feeling the Love: Vanderbilt International Anesthesia Dinner Draws a Crowd

PHOTOS M
ICHAEL PILLA, M

D

Dr. Scott Watkins with first class of simulation training graduates in Western 
Kenya under the GE Foundation/Clinton Global Initiative part of ImPACT 
Africa program. Dr. Watkins is working with Dr. Newton, Dr. DiMiceli and Dr. 
McEvoy on training teams of obstetricians, nurse anesthetists and nurses at 
9 hospitals.  The course provides training on team performance and crisis re-
source management, with a particular focus on maternal and neonatal safety 
in the immediate perioperative period surrounding urgent and emergent 
C-sections.

A team of Vanderbilt physi-
cians, nurses and surgical 
scrub technicians spent six 
days at The Moore Pediatric 
Surgery Center in Guatema-
la City, Guatemala, providing 
ENT services to 79 children 
and adolescents. Annually, 
Vanderbilt, along with five 
other institutions from the 
United States, sends two 

surgical teams to the Moore Center.

“The Department of Anesthesiology is collaborating 
with the Shalom Foundation and the Moore Center to 
provide not only surgery and safe anesthesia to chil-
dren in Guatemala, but also to engage in meaningful, 
bilateral research and future training of local providers,” 
states Laura Zeigler, MD, FAAP.

Drs. Kelly McQueen and Uyen Tran
Drs. Mark and Brittany Jensen

Drs. Matt Kynes and Mark Newton Dr. Louise Alexander and Dr. Joel 
Musee’s son

Dr. Joel Musee
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Recent Publications 
Báldi R, Ghosh D, Grueter BA, Patel S. Electrophysiological Measurement of Cannabinoid-Mediated Synaptic Modulation in Acute 
Mouse Brain Slices. Curr Protoc Neurosci. 2016 Apr 8;75:6.29.1-6.29.19. doi: 10.1002/cpns.8. PubMed PMID: 27063786.

Bane CE Jr, Ivanov I, Matafonov A, Boyd KL, Cheng Q, Sherwood ER, Tucker EI, Smiley ST, McCarty OJ, Gruber A, Gailani D. Factor 
XI Deficiency Alters the Cytokine Response and Activation of Contact Proteases during Polymicrobial Sepsis in Mice. PLoS One. 2016 
Apr 5;11(4):e0152968. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0152968.  eCollection 2016. PubMed PMID: 27046148.

Beazley B, Bulka CM, Landsman IS, Ehrenfeld JM. Demographic Predictors of NPO  Violations in Elective Pediatric Surgery. J Peri-
anesth Nurs. 2016 Feb;31(1):36-40. doi: 10.1016/j.jopan.2015.01.014. PubMed PMID: 26847778.

Berry JM. My Postop Visit. Anesthesiology. 2016 Mar 30. [Epub ahead of print]  PubMed PMID: 27028467.

Billings FT 4th, Hendricks PA, Schildcrout JS, Shi Y, Petracek MR, Byrne JG, Brown NJ. High-Dose Perioperative Atorvastatin 
and Acute Kidney Injury Following Cardiac Surgery: A Randomized Clinical Trial. JAMA. 2016 Mar 1;315(9):877-88. doi: 10.1001/
jama.2016.0548. PubMed PMID: 26906014.

Booth GS, Pilla MA. Preventing the preventable: How the blood bank laboratory information system fails to protect patients that refuse 
blood. Transfus Apher Sci. 2016 Mar 31. pii: S1473-0502(16)30001-5. doi: 10.1016/j.transci.2016.03.006. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed 
PMID: 27061787.

Bruehl S, Maihöfner C, Stanton-Hicks M, Perez RS, Vatine JJ, Brunner F, Birklein F, Schlereth T, Mackey S, Mailis-Gagnon A, Livshitz 
A, Harden RN. Complex regional pain syndrome (CRPS): evidence for warm and cold subtypes in a large prospective clinical sample. 
Pain. 2016 Mar 25. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 27023422.

Bucher BT, Duggan EM, Grubb PH, France DJ, Lally KP, Blakely ML. Does the American College of Surgeons National Surgical Quali-
ty Improvement Program pediatric provide actionable quality improvement data for surgical neonates? J Pediatr Surg. 2016 Mar 10. pii: 
S0022-3468(16)00195-0. doi: 10.1016/j.jpedsurg.2016.02.084. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 27046303.

Davis RE, Hansen EN, Newton MW. Faith-Based Organizations and Academic Global Surgery’s Moral Imperative. JAMA Surg. 2016 
Mar 1;151(3):296. doi: 10.1001/jamasurg.2015.3631. PubMed PMID: 26559007.

Delpire E. STIM and Orai Proteins in Calcium Signaling: an AJP-Cell Physiology series of Themed Reviews. Am J Physiol Cell Physiol. 
2016 Mar 15;310(6):C401. doi: 10.1152/ajpcell.C-zh0-7906-editorial.2016. PubMed PMID: 26979414.

Downing JW, Baysinger CL. Oxygenating laryngoscopy. Anaesthesia. 2016 Jun;71(6):727-8. doi: 10.1111/anae.13451. PubMed PMID: 
27158996.

Dugas AF, Kirsch TD, Toerper M, Korley F, Yenokyan G, France D, Hager D, Levin S. An Electronic Emergency Triage System 
to Improve Patient Distribution by Critical Outcomes. J Emerg Med. 2016 Apr 25. pii: S0736-4679(16)00152-9. doi: 10.1016/j.
jemermed.2016.02.026. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 27133736.

Efird JT, Griffin WF, Davies SW, O’Neal WT, Crane PB, Kindell LC, O’Neal JB, Chitwood WR Jr, Kypson AP. Seasonal Incidence of 
Emergent Coronary Artery Bypass  Grafting Surgery. Heart Surg Forum. 2016 Mar 31;19(2):E048-53. doi: 10.1532/hsf.1277. PubMed 
PMID: 27146229.

Efird JT, Gudimella P, O’Neal WT, Griffin WF, Landrine H, Kindell LC, Davies SW, Sarpong DF, O’Neal JB, Crane P, Nelson MA, 
Ferguson TB, Chitwood WR, Kypson AP, Anderson EJ. Comparison of Risk of Atrial Fibrillation in Black Versus White  Patients After 
Coronary Artery Bypass Grafting. Am J Cardiol. 2016 Apr 1;117(7):1095-100. doi: 10.1016/j.amjcard.2015.12.056. Epub 2016 Jan 15. 
PubMed PMID: 26857161; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC4799751.

Ely EW, Pandharipande PP. The Evolving Approach to Brain Dysfunction in Critically Ill Patients. JAMA. 2016 Mar 15. doi: 10.1001/
jama.2016.2708. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 26976552.



Gamboa JL, Billings FT 4th, Bojanowski MT, Gilliam LA, Yu C, Roshanravan B, Roberts LJ 2nd, Himmelfarb J, Ikizler TA, Brown NJ. 
Mitochondrial dysfunction and oxidative stress in patients with chronic kidney disease. Physiol Rep. 2016 May;4(9). pii: e12780. doi: 
10.14814/phy2.12780. PubMed PMID: 27162261.

Gupta RK, McEvoy MD. Initial Experience of the American Society of Regional Anesthesia and Pain Medicine Coags Regional 
Smartphone Application: A Novel Report of Global Distribution and Clinical Usage of an Electronic Decision Support Tool to Enhance 
Guideline Use. Reg Anesth Pain Med. 2016 May-Jun;41(3):334-8. doi: 10.1097/AAP.0000000000000391. PubMed PMID: 27076369.

Hayhurst CJ, Durieux ME. Differential Opioid Tolerance and Opioid-induced Hyperalgesia: A Clinical Reality. Anesthesiology. 2016 
Feb;124(2):483-8. doi: 10.1097/ALN.0000000000000963. PubMed PMID: 26594912.

Hernando D, Sharma SD, Aliyari Ghasabeh M, Alvis BD, Arora SS, Hamilton G, Pan L, Shaffer JM, Sofue K, Szeverenyi NM, Welch EB, 
Yuan Q, Bashir MR, Kamel IR, Rice MJ, Sirlin CB, Yokoo T, Reeder SB. Multisite, multivendor validation of the  accuracy and repro-
ducibility of proton-density fat-fraction quantification at 1.5T and 3T using a fat-water phantom. Magn Reson Med. 2016 Apr 15. doi: 
10.1002/mrm.26228. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 27080068; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC4835219.

Hocking KM, Baudenbacher FJ, Sileshi B, Boyer RB, Kohorst KL, Brophy CM, Eagle SS. Peripheral Venous Waveform Analysis for 
Detecting Hemorrhage and Iatrogenic Volume Overload in a Porcine Model. Shock. 2016 Mar 22. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed 
PMID: 27070329.

Hughes CG, Pandharipande PP, Thompson JL, Chandrasekhar R, Ware LB, Ely EW, Girard TD. Endothelial Activation and Blood-
Brain Barrier Injury as Risk Factors  for Delirium in Critically Ill Patients. Crit Care Med. 2016 Apr 15. [Epub ahead  of print] PubMed 
PMID: 27088157.

Isono S, Sandberg WS, Jiang Y. Do You Believe What You See or What You Hear?:  Ultrasound versus Stethoscope for Perioperative 
Clinicians. Anesthesiology. 2016 Mar 7. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 26950709.

Joffe ME, Vitter SR, Grueter BA. GluN1 deletions in D1- and A2A-expressing cell types reveal distinct modes of behavioral regula-
tion. Neuropharmacology. 2016 Mar 21. pii: S0028-3908(16)30098-3. doi: 10.1016/j.neuropharm.2016.03.026. [Epub ahead of print] 
PubMed PMID: 27012890.

Jungquist CR, Correll DJ, Fleisher LA, Gross J, Gupta R, Pasero C, Stoelting  R, Polomano R. Avoiding Adverse Events Secondary to 
Opioid-Induced Respiratory Depression: Implications for Nurse Executives and Patient Safety. J Nurs Adm. 2016 Feb;46(2):87-94. doi: 
10.1097/NNA.0000000000000301. PubMed PMID: 26796821. 

Kahle KT, Khanna AR, Duan J, Staley KJ, Delpire E, Poduri A. The KCC2 Cotransporter and Human Epilepsy: Getting Excited About 
Inhibition. Neuroscientist. 2016 Apr 29. pii: 1073858416645087. [Epub ahead of print] Review. PubMed PMID: 27130838.

Kharade SV, Nichols C, Denton JS. The shifting landscape of K(ATP) channelopathies and the need for ‘sharper’ therapeutics. Future 
Med Chem. 2016 May 10. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 27161588.

Kla KM, Lee LA. Perioperative visual loss. Best Pract Res Clin Anaesthesiol. 2016 Mar;30(1):69-77. doi: 10.1016/j.bpa.2015.11.004. 
Epub 2015 Nov 26. Review. PubMed PMID: 27036604.

Kougias P, Tiwari V, Berger DH. Use of simulation to assess a statistically driven surgical scheduling system. J Surg Res. 2016 
Apr;201(2):306-12. doi: 10.1016/j.jss.2015.10.043. Epub 2015 Nov 6. PubMed PMID: 27020812.

Koumangoye R, Delpire E. The Ste20 kinases SPAK and OSR1 travel between cells through exosomes. Am J Physiol Cell Physiol. 2016 
Apr 27:ajpcell.00080.2016. doi: 10.1152/ajpcell.00080.2016. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 27122160.

Kynes JM, Watkins SC. A ‘Wake up’ call for our specialty-time to examine the  impact of production pressure on patient safety. Paedi-
atr Anaesth. 2016 Jun;26(6):667-8. doi: 10.1111/pan.12902. PubMed PMID: 27119303.

Largo-Wight E, O’Hara BK, Chen WW. The Efficacy of a Brief Nature Sound Intervention on Muscle Tension, Pulse Rate, and Self-Re-
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ported Stress: Nature Contact Micro-Break in an Office or Waiting Room. HERD. 2016 Jan 6. pii: 1937586715619741. [Epub ahead of 
print] PubMed PMID: 26744039.

Lubrano M, Wanderer JP, Ehrenfeld JM. Long-Term Opioid Therapy for Chronic Pain. Ann Intern Med. 2015 Jul 21;163(2):147. doi: 
10.7326/L15-5109. PubMed PMID: 26192566.

Lyon CB, Merchant AI, Schwalbach T, Pinto EF, Jeque EC, McQueen KA. Anesthetic Care in Mozambique. Anesth Analg. 2016 Mar 
15. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 26983052.

McEvoy MD. The Add-on. Anesthesiology. 2016 Mar 2. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 26933795.

McQueen K. Oxygen: The Missing Element in Low-Income Countries. World J Surg. 2015 Oct 22. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed 
PMID: 26493694.

McQueen K. Realities of Anesthesia Care in Resource-limited Settings. Anesthesiology. 2016 Mar;124(3):521-2. doi: 10.1097/
ALN.0000000000000986. PubMed  PMID: 26881394.

McQueen KA. The Case for Oxygen in Global Surgical Care. World J Surg. 2016 Apr 20. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 
27098540.

Monroe TB, Gibson SJ, Bruehl SP, Gore JC, Dietrich MS, Newhouse P, Atalla S, Cowan RL. Contact heat sensitivity and reports 
of unpleasantness in communicative people with mild to moderate cognitive impairment in Alzheimer’s disease: a cross-section-
al study. BMC Med. 2016 May 10;14(1):74. doi: 10.1186/s12916-016-0619-1. PubMed PMID: 27164846; PubMed Central PMCID: 
PMC4863331.

Monroe TB, Gore JC, Bruehl SP, Benningfield MM, Dietrich MS, Chen LM, Newhouse P, Fillingim R, Chodkowski B, Atalla S, Arrieta 
J, Damon SM, Blackford JU, Cowan RL. Sex differences in psychophysical and neurophysiological responses  to pain in older adults: a 
cross-sectional study. Biol Sex Differ. 2015 Nov 16;6:25. doi: 10.1186/s13293-015-0041-y. eCollection 2015. PubMed PMID: 26579217; 
PubMed Central PMCID: PMC4647695.

Morandi A, Brummel NE, Pandharipande P. Melatonin and the future of critically ill patients’ outcomes. Minerva Anestesiol. 2015 
Dec;81(12):1277-9. Epub 2015 Oct 27. PubMed PMID: 26505226.

Neal JM, Stengel A, Huntoon MA. Creating, and Protecting, the American Society of Regional Anesthesia and Pain Medicine’s Intellec-
tual Property. Reg Anesth Pain Med. 2016 Jan-Feb;41(1):3-4. doi: 10.1097/AAP.0000000000000345. PubMed PMID: 26678760.

Nguyen TT, Donahue BS. Sex matching and red cell safety. J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg. 2016 Apr 4. pii: S0022-5223(16)30028-9. doi: 
10.1016/j.jtcvs.2016.03.054. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 27130299.

Norman BC, Jackson JC, Graves JA, Girard TD, Pandharipande PP, Brummel NE, Wang L, Thompson JL, Chandrasekhar R, Ely EW. 
Employment Outcomes After Critical  Illness: An Analysis of the Bringing to Light the Risk Factors and Incidence of Neuropsychologi-
cal Dysfunction in ICU Survivors Cohort. Crit Care Med. 2016 May 11. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 27171492.

O’Neal JB, Shaw AD. Predicting, preventing, and identifying delirium after cardiac surgery. Perioper Med (Lond). 2016 Apr 26;5:7. 
doi: 10.1186/s13741-016-0032-5. eCollection 2016. Review. PubMed PMID: 27119013; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC4845390.

Price CC, Levy SA, Tanner J, Garvan C, Ward J, Akbar F, Bowers D, Rice M, Okun M. Orthopedic Surgery and Post-Operative Cog-
nitive Decline in Idiopathic Parkinson’s Disease: Considerations from a Pilot Study. J Parkinsons Dis. 2015 Oct 17;5(4):893-905. doi: 
10.3233/JPD-150632. PubMed PMID: 26683785; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC4810448.

Rathmell JP, Benzon HT, Dreyfuss P, Huntoon M, Wallace M, Bogduk N. In Reply. Anesthesiology. 2016 Jan;124(1):243-5. doi: 
10.1097/ALN.0000000000000929. PubMed  PMID: 26669993.

Schetz M, Shaw AD, Vincent JL. Is the literature inconclusive about the harm of HES? We are not sure. Intensive Care Med. 2016 Mar 
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23. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 27007103.

Schlesinger J. Pulse Oximetry: Perception, Pitch, Psychoacoustics, and Pedagogy. Anesth Analg. 2016 May;122(5):1253-5. doi: 10.1213/
ANE.0000000000001203. PubMed PMID: 27101486.

Siew ED, Basu RK, Wunsch H, Shaw AD, Goldstein SL, Ronco C, Kellum JA, Bagshaw SM; 15th ADQI Consensus Group. Optimizing 
administrative datasets to examine acute kidney injury in the era of big data: workgroup statement from the 15(th) ADQI Consensus Con-
ference. Can J Kidney Health Dis. 2016 Feb 26;3:12. doi: 10.1186/s40697-016-0098-5. eCollection 2016. Review. PubMed PMID: 26925248; 
PubMed Central PMCID: PMC4768415.

Sobey JH, Franklin A. Ultrasound-Guided Tibial Nerve Block for Definitive Treatment of Tarsal Tunnel Syndrome in a Pediatric Patient. 
Reg Anesth Pain Med.  2016 May-Jun;41(3):415-6. doi: 10.1097/AAP.0000000000000384. PubMed PMID: 27093282.

Taibo CL, Moon TD, Joaquim OA, Machado CR, Merchant A, McQueen K, Sidat M, Folgosa E. Analysis of trauma admission data at an 
urban hospital in Maputo, Mozambique. Int J Emerg Med. 2016 Dec;9(1):6. doi: 10.1186/s12245-016-0105-8. Epub 2016 Feb 19. PubMed 
PMID: 26894894; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC4760964.

Talbot TR, Carr D, Parmley CL, Martin BJ, Gray B, Ambrose A, Starmer J. Sustained Reduction of Ventilator-Associated Pneumo-
nia Rates Using Real-Time Course Correction With a Ventilator Bundle Compliance Dashboard. Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol. 2015 
Nov;36(11):1261-7. doi: 10.1017/ice.2015.180. Epub 2015 Aug  11. PubMed PMID: 26260255.

Terekhov MA, Ehrenfeld JM, Wanderer JP. In Reply. Anesthesiology. 2016 May;124(5):1196-7. doi: 10.1097/ALN.0000000000001067. 
PubMed PMID: 27093662.

Thomas S, Meadows J, McQueen KA. Access to Cesarean Section Will Reduce Maternal Mortality in Low-Income Countries: A Mathemat-
ical Model. World J Surg. 2016 Mar 1. [Epub ahead of print] PubMed PMID: 26932877.

Vincent JL, Shehabi Y, Walsh TS, Pandharipande PP, Ball JA, Spronk P, Longrois D, Strøm T, Conti G, Funk GC, Badenes R, Mantz J, Spies 
C, Takala J. Comfort and patient-centred care without excessive sedation: the eCASH concept. Intensive Care Med. 2016 Jun;42(6):962-71. 
doi: 10.1007/s00134-016-4297-4. Epub 2016 Apr 13. Review. PubMed PMID: 27075762.

Wanderer JP, Rathmell JP. Postoperative Acute Kidney Injury: Risk Factors and Possible Interventions. Anesthesiology. 2016 
May;124(5):A21. doi: 10.1097/01.anes.0000481939.69447.cd. PubMed PMID: 27093675.

Wynn JL, Wilson CS, Hawiger J, Scumpia PO, Marshall AF, Liu JH, Zharkikh I, Wong HR, Lahni P, Benjamin JT, Plosa EJ, Weitkamp 
JH, Sherwood ER, Moldawer LL, Ungaro R, Baker HV, Lopez MC, McElroy SJ, Colliou N, Mohamadzadeh M, Moore DJ. Targeting 
IL-17A attenuates neonatal sepsis mortality induced by IL-18. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 2016 May 10;113(19):E2627-35. doi: 10.1073/
pnas.1515793113. Epub  2016 Apr 25. PubMed PMID: 27114524.

Ms. Leslie Fowler, MEd, director of educa-
tion development and research in the De-
partment of Anesthesiology, and Dr. Lori 
Deitte, MD, vice chair for education in 
the Department of Radiology, will collab-
orate as co-principal investigators on the 
project “Quiz Time: A Smartphone Appli-
cation to Improve Knowledge Acquisition 
and Patient Centered Care Delivery.” This 
cross-departmental project recently re-
ceived the inaugural Vanderbilt University 
School of Medicine Faculty Fellowship to 
Advance Medical Education (FAME).  The 
FAME award consists of $25,000 per year 

for two years to be used by Vanderbilt’s 
leading medical educators to advance ef-
forts in devising or enhancing innovative 
educational programs.

The “Quiz Time” project will be led by 
Fowler and Deitte but will also include 
co-investigators Amy Robertson, MD, as-
sistant professor and director of medical 
student education in the Department of 
Anesthesiology, and Meaghan Magarik, 
MD, a resident in the Department of Ra-
diology.  Matthew McEvoy, MD, vice chair 
for educational affairs in the Department 

of Anesthesiology, will serve as the senior 
faculty educator.  The study intends to de-
termine whether spaced education meth-
ods applied via the smartphone application 
Quiz Time, developed by the Vanderbilt 
University School of Medicine in conjunc-
tion with teams from the Departments of 
Anesthesiology and Radiology, can im-
prove knowledge acquisition and clinical 
decision-making processes. The study will 
be conducted with interprofessional clini-
cians in the Department of Anesthesiology 
and the Department of Radiology.

Fowler and Deitte awarded inaugural Fellowship to Advance Medical Education (FAME)
Amy Nabours
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New Hires

Kelly Peters
Program Assistant, 
CRISS
 

PREVIOUS POSITION:
Research Assistant, 
Behavioral Physi-
ology
University of  
Pittsburgh
 
EDUCATION:
BA in English 
Literature, Grove City 
College, Grove City, 
PA (2007)

Shelby Monahan
Research Analyst I, 
VAPIR
 

PREVIOUS POSITION:
Administrative 
Assistant
The Renfrew Center
 

EDUCATION:
BA in Psychology, 
Sewanee: The 
University of  the 
South, Sewanee, TN 
(2015)

Jane Kile, MSN, 
APRN, FNP-C
Nurse Practitioner
 

PREVIOUS POSITION:
Staff  Nurse II, 
Holding Room/Post 
Anesthesia Care Unit
Monroe Carell Jr. 
Children’s Hospital at 
Vanderbilt
 
EDUCATION:
MS in Nursing, Family 
Nurse Practitioner, 
Union University, 
Hendersonville, TN 
(2015)

Samantha Martin
Program 
Coordinator
CRISS

PREVIOUS POSITION:
Marketing Technolo-
gy Coordinator
Pillsbury, Winthrop, 
Shaw, Pittman LLP
 
EDUCATION:
BS in Organizational 
Leadership, Bethel 
University, Nashville, 
TN (2016)

Meghan Dahl
CRNA
 

PREVIOUS POSITION:
CRNA
Georgetown 
University Hospital
 

EDUCATION:
MS in Nurse 
Anesthesia, George-
town University, 
Washington, DC 
(2011)

Jordan Palmer, 
MSN, APN
CRNA
 

PREVIOUS POSITION:
CRNA
Maury Regional 
Medical Center
 

EDUCATION:
MS in Nurse Anesthe-
sia, University of  New 
England, Portland, 
ME (2012)

Erin Leatherwood
CRNA
 

EDUCATION:
MS in Nurse Anes-
thesia, University of  
Alabama at Birming-
ham, Birmingham, AL 
(2007)

Justin Liberman, MD
Instructor, Multispe-
cialty Adult Anesthe-
siology
 

PREVIOUS POSITION:
Anesthesiology 
Resident
Virginia Mason Medical 
Center
 
EDUCATION:
MD, The University of  
Arizona, Tucson, AZ 
(2012)
BS in Chemistry, 
Whitman College, 
Walla Walla, WA (2008)

Robert Freundlich, 
MD, Assistant 
Professor, 
Anesthesiology-Crit-
ical Care Medicine

PREVIOUS POSITION:
Fellow, Critical Care 
Anesthesiology
University of  
Michigan
 
EDUCATION:
MD, Baylor College of  
Medicine, Houston, 
TX (2010)
MS, Biotechnology, 
Johns Hopkins 
University, Baltimore, 
MD (2007)

Maryann Otto, MD
Instructor, OB Anes-
thesiology
 

PREVIOUS POSITION:
Assistant Professor 
in General/Obstetric 
Anesthesiology
Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital and Missouri 
Baptist Hospital
 
EDUCATION:
MD, University of  
Missouri-Kansas 
City, Kansas City, MO 
(2005)

Loren Smith, MD, 
PhD
Instructor, 
Multispecialty Adult 
Anesthesiology
 
PREVIOUS POSITION:
Anesthesiology 
Resident, T32 
Research Fellow
Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center
 
EDUCATION:
MD, University of  
Cincinnati School of  
Medicine, Cincinnati, 
OH (2012)
PhD in Pathobiology 
and Molecular Med-
icine, University of  
Cincinnati School of  
Medicine, Cincinnati, 
OH (2010)

Michael Chi, MD
Instructor, Mul-
tispecialty Adult 
Anesthesiology
 

PREVIOUS POSITION:
Anesthesiology Res-
ident, T32 Research 
Fellow
Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center
 
EDUCATION:
MD, Vanderbilt 
University, Nashville, 
TN (2012)
BE, Vanderbilt 
University, Nashville, 
TN (2008)

Kara Siegrist, MD
Assistant Professor, 
Cardiothoracic 
Anesthesiology
 

PREVIOUS POSITION:
Cardiothoracic Fellow
Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center
 
EDUCATION:
MD, University of  
Oklahoma College of  
Medicine, Oklahoma 
City, OK (2011)
BS in Biology, Pitts-
burg State University, 
Pittsburg, KS (2007)

Ryan Parker, MD, 
PhD
Assistant Professor, 
Anesthesiology-Crit-
ical Care Medicine
 
PREVIOUS POSITION:
Critical Care Fellow
Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center
 
EDUCATION:
MD, Medical 
University of  South 
Carolina, Charleston, 
SC (2011)
PhD in Physiology 
and Neuroscience, 
Medical University 
of  South Carolina, 
Charleston, SC 
(2011)

Fowler and Deitte awarded inaugural Fellowship to Advance Medical Education (FAME)
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Adam Kingeter, MD
Assistant Professor, 
Anesthesiology- 
Critical Care 
Medicine

PREVIOUS POSITION:
Anesthesiology 
Resident
Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center

EDUCATION:
MD, University of  
Texas Health Scienc-
es Center – Houston 
School of  Medicine, 
Houston, TX (2010)
BS in Biology, Texas 
Christian University, 
Fort Worth, TX 
(2006)

Marcos Lopez, MD 
Assistant Professor, 
Anesthesiology- 
Critical Care 
Medicine

PREVIOUS POSITION:
Critical Care Fellow
Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center

EDUCATION:
MD, Mayo Medical 
School, Rochester, 
MN (2011)
MS in Clinical and 
Translational Science, 
Mayo Medical School, 
Rochester, MN 
(2010)

New Hires contd.

Suanne Daves, MD, moderated Cardiac 
Refresher: “The Rhythm is Gonna Get 
You” as well as facilitated the Workshop: 
A Practical Approach to Quality Improve-
ment and Performance Management

Pediatric Anesthesia Fellow Dr. Jacob Hummel present-
ed Task Shifting in Setting of Shortage of First Respond-
ers in Mozambique on behalf of Camila Lyon, MD

Jenna Sobey, MD, presented 
the abstract and poster An 
Unconventional Approach to 
Global Pediatric Anesthesia 
Education

Society for Pediatric Anesthesia Annual Meeting
Colorado Springs, CO

Stephen Hays, MD, 
FAAP, spoke at the 3rd 
Annual Meeting of the 
Society for Pediatric Pain 
Medicine (SPPM) in 
Colorado Springs, CO; 
the topic was the Pro/
Con Debate: Clonidine
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Seeking Social Media Help

AnesthesiologyCommunications@vanderbilt.edu

Email 
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news to
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Department Leadership

Matthew McEvoy, MD  
Vice Chair, Educational 
Affairs

Edward Sherwood, MD, PhD
Vice Chair, Research

Matthew Weinger, MD 
Vice Chair, Faculty Affairs
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We provide uncompromising quality in clinical care, research and education. We are:

Compassionate: Offering exceptional perioperative care and pain management to a complex population. 

Creative:  Advancing the frontiers of science, healthcare and technology. 

Committed: Equipping future leaders with solid education and training, both here and abroad. 

Collaborative: Working across Vanderbilt University Medical Center and beyond to achieve 
measurable outcomes.
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